
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moorlands Schools 

Federation 

History Curriculum 



 

 

 

 

 

Our Intent for History at Moorlands Schools Federation 

At Moorlands Federation, our intent is to deliver a high quality, differentiated history curriculum which 

should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination to know more about the past and to think and act as 

historians.  Children will be linking learning to a range of topics that allow them to investigate and interpret 

the past, understand chronology, and build an overview of Britain’s past and that of the wider world and to 

be able to communicate historically. As a school, we develop children with the following essential historical 

skills to help them become confident, curious historians:  

 An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from a range of 

historical periods, including significant events in Britain’s past. 

 Able to think critically about history and communicate ideas confidently to a range of audiences. 

 To have the ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using historical 

evidence from a range of sources. 

 To think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past by formulating and refining questions and 

lines of enquiry. 

 A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make critical use of it to support their learning. 

 A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality 

research across a range of history topics. 

  A developing sense of curiosity about the past and how and why people interpret the past in 

different ways. 

By the end of their primary education, children should be equipped with these historical skills and 

knowledge alongside a love of learning about history to help encourage them to undertake new life 
experiences now and in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 British History Exploration and Civilisations 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS  
Science based 

Wonder 

Let’s Celebrate 

 

 
Geography 

based 
Wonder 

Heroes 

 

 
Science based 

Wonder 

Year 
1 

All about Me 
Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

Toys through time 
What’s in the box? 

 

Science based 
Wonder 

Space and Neil 
Armstrong 

Traction Man 

 

Geography based Wonder  

Year 
2 

The Great Fire of 
London 

Fire! Fire! 

Guy 
Fawkes  

The 
Gunpowder 

Plot 

 

Science 
based 

Wonder 

Geography 
Wonder 

Science based 
Wonder 

Christopher Columbus and Artic 
Exploration 

Into the unknown 

 

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron 
Age 

Pre History: What 
did they Yabba-
dabba-doooo? 

Science based 
Wonder 

Shang 
Dynasty 

The Rise and 
Fall of the 

Shang 

 
 

Science based 
Wonder 

Geography 
based Wonder 

Year  
4 

Science based 
Wonder 

Romans 
‘Veni, vidi, vici’ 

Geography 
based Wonder 

Science based 
Wonder 

Ancient Greece 
The Birth of Democracy 

 

Year  
5 

Science based 
Wonder 

Aztecs 
The Age of the 

Atrocious Aztecs 

 

Science based 
Wonder 

Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings 

Smashing Saxons 
and Vicious 

Vikings 

  

Geography based Wonder 

Year  
6 

Science based 
Wonder 

Victorian Britain 
Villainous Victorians 

Geography 
based Wonder 

Science based 
Wonder 

Ancient Egyptians 
Raiders of the Lost Nile 

 

History Overview 



 

 

British History Exploration and Civilisations 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 

EYFS Let’s Celebrate 
 

Heroes 
 

Why do we celebrate? What do you celebrate? What makes a hero a hero? What do you want to do?  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 2 

Year 1 All About Me 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

Toys through time 
What’s in the box? 

Space and Neil Armstrong 
Traction Man 

 What can I tell you about me and my 
family? 

How are the toys I play with 
different to those 50 years 

ago? 
 

How do astronauts live in space? What is 
differed between space travel then and 

now? 

 
Year 2 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Summer 1 and 2 

The Great Fire of London 
Fire! Fire! 

Guy Fawkes  
The Gunpowder Plot 

 

Christopher Columbus and Artic Exploration 
Into the unknown 

 

Who was to blame and who helped in the 
Great Fire of London? 

Why do we remember 
Guy Fawkes? 

Are Explorers heroes or villains? 

Autumn 1 Spring 1 

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron Age 
Pre History: What did they Yabba-dabba-doooo? 

 

Shang Dynasty 
The Rise and Fall of the Shang 

 

If you had a time machine, would you rather go back to 
the Stone Age or the Iron Age?  

What was life like during the Shang Dynasty? 

Autumn 2  Summer 1 and 2 

Year 4 Romans 
‘Veni, vidi, vici’ 

 

Ancient Greece 
The Birth of Democracy 

 

How has Bath been shaped by Roman settlements? What did the Ancient Greeks ever do for us?  

Autumn 2 Spring 2 

Year 5 Aztecs 
The Age of the Atrocious Aztecs 

 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 
Smashing Saxons and Vicious Vikings 

  

Savages or Civilised? What were Aztecs really like?  How were Vikings influenced by the Anglo-Saxons? 

Autumn 2 Summer 1 and 2 

Year 6 Victorian Britain 
Villainous Victorians 

Ancient Egyptians 
Raiders of the Lost Nile 

 

How did things improve for poor Victorians?  Was the Nile the source of Ancient Egypt’s success?  

Wonder ‘Enquiry’ Questions 



 

The skills progression will be followed and linked to the core concepts (see below) of our history curriculum 

                              EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Chronological 

Understanding  

-Be able to recall 
birthdays, days, 
months and 
seasons. 
-Understanding of 
changes in their own 
lifetime personal 
timeline. 
-Uses everyday 
language related to 
time.  

-Understand the difference between 
things that happened in the past 
and the present (within context of 
their own life) 
- Describe things that happened to 
other people in the past  
- Order and sequence some familiar 
events or objects  
-  Identify some similarities and 
differences between ways of life at 
different times. 
-  Use common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time such 
as ‘a long time ago’ and ‘before’. 
 
 
 

-Understand and use the words 
past and present when telling 
others about an event  
- Order and sequence events 
and objects in order of when 
they happened (using a scale 
provided by a teacher)  
-Use common words and 
phrases relating to the passing 
of time. 

 

-Aware that the past can 
be divided into different 
periods of time.   
- Use some dates and 
historical terms when 
sequencing historical 
events in chronological 
order on a timeline. 
-  Explore trends and 
changes over time (using a 
timeline.) 

-Use dates and 
historical terms when 
ordering events and 
objects in 
chronological order on 
timeline. 
-Explore links and 
contrasts within and 
across different 
periods of time.  
- Begin to describe the 
main changes in a 
period in history 
-Understand and use 
more complex 
historical terms e.g., 
BC/AD 

- Use dates and appropriate 
historical terms to sequence 
significant events and periods 
of time in chronological order 
on timeline. 
-Identify where people, places 

and periods of time fit into a 

chronological framework. 

-Describe links and contrasts 

within and across different 

periods of time including short-

term and long-term time scales. 

- Describe the main changes in 
a period in history 

- Use dates and a wide 
range of historical terms 
when sequencing 
significant events and 
periods of time in 
chronological order on 
timeline. 
-Develop chronologically 

secure knowledge of the 

events and periods of 

time studied. 

-Analyse links and 

contrasts within and 

across different periods of 

time including short-term 

and long-term time scales. 

-Understand how some 
historical events occurred 
concurrently in different 
locations 

Historical 
Understanding, 

Enquiry and 
Using Sources  

-Talk about changes.  
-They answer ‘how’ 
and ‘why’ questions 
about their 
experiences and in 
response to stories 
and events.  
-Sort artefacts ‘old’ 
and ‘new’ 
-Recount an event, 
verbally. 
-Children represent 
their own ideas, 
thoughts and 
feelings through 
design technology, 
art, music, dance, 
role play and 
stories. 
 

 

-Make simple observations about 

different people, events, beliefs and 

communities. 

-Use sources to answer and ask 

simple questions about the past. 

-Identify some of the basic ways in 

which the past can be represented. 

-Choose parts of stories and other 

sources to show what they know 

about the past. 

 

-Ask and answer questions 

about the past through 

observing and handling a range 

of sources – asking 

why/what/who/how/where 

questions to find answers. 

-Consider why things may 

change over time. 

-Recognise some basic reasons 

why people in the past acted 

as they did. 

-Choose parts of stories and 

other sources to show what 

they know about significant 

people and events. 

 

-Use sources to address 

historically valid questions. 

-Recognise that our 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from different 

sources of evidence. 

-Recognise that different 

versions of past events 

may exist. 

-Describe and explore 

some of the ways the past 

can be represented – 

pictures, letters, artefacts 

etc.  
 

-Use sources to 

address historically 

valid questions and 

theories. 

-Recognise how 

sources of evidence 

are used to make 

historical claims 

-Recognise why some 

events happened and 

what happened as a 

result. 

-Identify historically 

significant people and 

events in different 

situations. 

 

-Use a wide range of sources as 
a basis for research to answer 
questions and to test theories. 
-Recognise how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from 
a range of sources. 
-Give reasons why there may 
be different accounts of history  
-Evaluate evidence to choose 
the most reliable forms. 

-Use a wide range of 
sources as a basis for 
research to answer 
questions and to test 
theories. 
-Give some reasons for 
contrasting arguments 
and interpretations of the 
past. 
-Recognise that some 
events, people and 
changes are judged as 
more significant than 
others.  
- Understand that some 
evidence from the past is 
propaganda, opinion or 
misinformation, and that 
this affects 
interpretations of history  
- Give clear reasons why 
there may be different 
accounts of history, 
linking this to factual 
understanding of the past 

Progression of History Skills   



Knowledge and 
understanding 
of events, 
people and 
changes in the 
past 

 

. Understand key 
features of events 
e.g. Bonfire Night 
-Learn about the 
lives of significant 
individuals. 
-Children talk about 
past and present 
events in their own 
lives and in the lives 
of family members. 

 

  

-Recall some facts about 

people/events before living memory  
- Say why people may have acted 
the way they did 

-Identify some similarities and 

differences between ways of life in 
different periods. 
 

-Describe differences between 
then and now  
-Understand why events 
happened, what happened as a 
result and why people in the 
past may have acted in the way 
they did  
-Recount the main events from 
a significant event in history. 

-Describe and give reasons 

for some historical 

changes 

-Find out and compare 

everyday lives in the past 

and how that contrasts to 

our lives today. 

-Use evidence (e.g. 
archaeological evidence), 
to describe the past. 
. 

 

-Demonstrate more 

in-depth knowledge of 

one specific 

civilisation e.g. 

Ancient Greece 

-Demonstrate 

knowledge of aspects 

of history significant in 

their locality.  

-Use evidence to 
describe what was 
important to people 
from the past  
-Describe similarities 
and differences 
between people, 
events and artefacts 
studied  
- Describe how some 
of the things I have 
studied from the past 
affect/influence life 
today. 

-  Describe similarities and 
differences between some 
people, events and artefacts 
studied  
-Describe how historical events 
studied affect/influence life 
today  
- Make links between some of 
the features of past societies 
(e.g. religion, houses, society, 
technology) 
-Describe key aspects of a non-

European society such as the 

Aztec civilisation.  

-Give own reasons why changes 
have occurred, backed up by 
evidence. 
-Study different aspects of 

different people – e.g. 

differences between men and 

women in a historical context 

-Examine causes and results of 

great events and the impact of 

these 

-Compare life in the early and 

late stages of ‘times’ studied 

 

-Describe similarities and 
differences between 
some people, events and 
artefacts studied  
-Describe how historical 
events studied 
affect/influence life today  
- Make links between 
some of the features of 
past societies (e.g. 
religion, houses, society, 
technology) 
-Compare beliefs and 

behaviour with another 

time studied.  

-Demonstrate knowledge 
of an aspect or theme in 
British history (Victorian 
Britain) that extends their 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. 

Organisation 
and 
Communication 

-Talk about things 
they did at the 
weekend, yesterday, 
this morning. 
-Orders and 
sequences familiar 
events.  
 

-Describe special or significant 

events. 

-Retell simple stories or events from 

the past using simple historical 

vocabulary. 

-Use simple historical terms. 

 

-Talk about what/who was 

significant in simple historical 

accounts.  

-Demonstrate simple historical 

concepts and events through 

role-play, drawing and writing. 

-Use a variety of simple 
historical terms and concepts. 

-Discuss some historical 

events, issues, connections 

and changes. 

-Select and organise 

historical information to 

present in a range of ways. 

-Use relevant historical 

terms and vocabulary 

linked to chronology. 

-Distinguish difference 

between sources e.g. 

compare different versions 

of the same event.  

-Discuss significant 

aspects of, and 

connections between, 

different historical 

events. 

-Select and organise 

relevant historical 

information to present 

in a range of ways. 

-Begin to evaluate the 

usefulness of different 

sources. 

-Use relevant and 
appropriate historical 
terms and vocabulary 
linked to chronology. 

-Discuss and debate historical 

issues. 

-Use appropriate vocabulary 

when discussing and describing 

historical events. 

-Construct responses to 

historical questions and 

theories that involve selection 

and organisation of relevant 

historical information including 

dates and terms. 

-Compare accounts of events 

from different sources – fact or 

fiction. 

-Acknowledge contrasting 

evidence and opinions 

when discussing and 

debating historical issues. 

-Use appropriate 

vocabulary when 

discussing, describing and 

explaining historical 

events. 

-Construct informed 

responses to historical 

questions and theories 

that involve thoughtful 

selection and organisation 

of relevant historical 

information including 

appropriate dates and 

terms. 

-Choose the most 

appropriate way of 

communicating different 

historical findings. 

 



 

 

Core Concept Definition Times Examined 

 

 
Exploration 

Travelling across or through 
something to discover new 

places 

 
10 

 

 
Invasion 

To enter a country or 
group’s land as an enemy, 

by force, in order to 
conquer or plunder 

 
5 

 

 
Cultural 
Change 

Changes to the way that a 
society or culture is run, 

how it functions or is 
governed 

 
17 

 

 
Rebellion 

An armed fight or uprising 
against the rulers of the 

area that one lives within 

 
4 

 

 
Empire 

A group of nations or 
people under one ruler or 

government 

 
10 

 

 
Technological 
advancement 

Changes in technology over 
time within a specific 
society or civilisation 

 
11 

 

 
 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Laws and subsequent 
actions for those that do 

not follow set rules 

 
8 

Core Concepts 



 

 

 

 

 

 Year 1 
Autumn 1 All About Me 

What can I tell you about me and my family? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Autumn 2 Toys Through Time 
How are the toys I play with different to those 50 years ago? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Spring 2 Space and Neil Armstrong 
How do astronauts live in space? What is differed between space travel then and now? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

 Year 2 

Autumn 1 The Great Fire of London 
Who was to blame and who helped in the Great Fire of London? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Autumn 2 Guy Fawkes 
Why do we remember Guy Fawkes? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Summer 
1 and 2 

Christopher Columbus and Artic Exploration 
Are Explorers heroes or villains? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

 Year 4 

Autumn 2 Roman Rule of Britain 
How has Bath been shaped by Roman settlements? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Summer 
1 and 2 

Ancient Greece 
What did the Ancient Greeks ever do for us? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

 Year 3 

Autumn 1 Stone Age  
If you had a time machine, would you rather go back to the Stone Age or the Iron Age? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Autumn 1 Iron Age 
If you had a time machine, would you rather go back to the Stone Age or the Iron Age? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Spring 1 The Shang Dynasty  
What was life like during the Shang Dynasty? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Coverage of Core Concepts 



  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 5 

Autumn 
2 

Aztecs 
Savages or Civilised? What were Aztecs really like? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Spring 2 Anglo Saxons and Vikings 
How were Vikings influenced by the Anglo-Saxons? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

 Year 6 

Autumn 
2 

Victorian Britain  
How did things improve for poor Victorians? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Summer 
1 and 2 

Ancient Egypt 
Was the Nile the source of Ancient Egypt’s success? 

Exploration Invasion Cultural 
Change 

Rebellion Empire Technological 
advancement 

Crime and 
Punishment 



 

 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

 All about me 
What can I tell 
you about me 

and my 
family? 

The Great 
Fire of 

London 
Who was to 
blame and 

who helped in 
the Great Fire 

of London? 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

If you had a 
time machine, 

would you 
rather go 

back to the 
Stone Age or 
the Iron Age? 

   

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Let’s 
Celebrate 

Why do we 
celebrate? 
What do 

you 
celebrate? 

Toys through 
time 

How are the 
toys I play with 

different to 
those 50 years 

ago? 

Guy Fawkes 
Why do we 
remember 

Guy Fawkes? 

 Romans 
How has Bath 
been shaped 

by Roman 
settlements? 

Aztecs 
Savages or 
Civilised? 

What were 
Aztecs really 

like? 

Victorian Britain 
How did things 

improve for poor 
Victorians? 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

   Shang 
Dynasty 

What was life 
like during the 

Shang 
Dynasty? 

   

Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

Heroes 
What 

makes a 
hero a 

hero? What 
do you 

want to do? 

Space and Neil 
Armstrong 

How do 
astronauts live 

in space? 
What is 
different 

between space 
travel then 
and now? 

   Anglo-
Saxons and 

Vikings 
How were 

Vikings 
influenced 

by the 
Anglo-

Saxons? 

 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 

  Christopher 
Columbus 
and Artic 

Exploration 
 

Are Explorers 
heroes or 
villains? 

 Ancient 
Greece 

How did the 
Ancient 

Greeks ever 
do for us? 

 Ancient Egyptians 
Was the Nile the 

source of Ancient’s 
Egypt’s success? 

Su
m

m
er

 2
     

Exploration 

Travelling across or through something 

to discover new places 



 

 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

 All about me 
What can I tell 
you about me 

and my 
family? 

The Great 
Fire of 

London 
Who was to 
blame and 

who helped in 
the Great Fire 

of London? 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

If you had a 
time machine, 

would you 
rather go 

back to the 
Stone Age or 
the Iron Age? 

   

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Let’s 
Celebrate 

Why do we 
celebrate? 
What do 

you 
celebrate? 

Toys through 
time 

How are the 
toys I play with 

different to 
those 50 years 

ago? 

Guy Fawkes 
Why do we 
remember 

Guy Fawkes? 

 Romans 
How has Bath 
been shaped 

by Roman 
settlements? 

Aztecs 
Savages or 
Civilised? 

What were 
Aztecs really 

like? 

Victorian Britain 
How did things 

improve for poor 
Victorians? 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

   Shang 
Dynasty 

What was life 
like during the 

Shang 
Dynasty? 

   

Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

Heroes 
What 

makes a 
hero a 

hero? What 
do you 

want to do? 

Space and Neil 
Armstrong 

How do 
astronauts live 

in space? 
What is 
different 

between space 
travel then 
and now? 

   Anglo-
Saxons and 

Vikings 
How were 

Vikings 
influenced 

by the 
Anglo-

Saxons? 

 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 

  Christopher 
Columbus 
and Artic 

Exploration 
 

Are Explorers 
heroes or 
villains? 

 Ancient 
Greece 

How did the 
Ancient 

Greeks ever 
do for us? 

 Ancient Egyptians 
Was the Nile the 

source of Ancient’s 
Egypt’s success? 

Su
m

m
er

 2
     

Invasion 

To enter a country or group’s land as an enemy, 

by force, in order to conquer or plunder 



 

 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

 All about me 
What can I tell 
you about me 

and my 
family? 

The Great 
Fire of 

London 
Who was to 
blame and 

who helped in 
the Great Fire 

of London? 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

If you had a 
time machine, 

would you 
rather go 

back to the 
Stone Age or 
the Iron Age? 

   

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Let’s 
Celebrate 

Why do we 
celebrate? 
What do 

you 
celebrate? 

Toys through 
time 

How are the 
toys I play with 

different to 
those 50 years 

ago? 

Guy Fawkes 
Why do we 
remember 

Guy Fawkes? 

 Romans 
How has Bath 
been shaped 

by Roman 
settlements? 

Aztecs 
Savages or 
Civilised? 

What were 
Aztecs really 

like? 

Victorian Britain 
How did things 

improve for poor 
Victorians? 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

   Shang 
Dynasty 

What was life 
like during the 

Shang 
Dynasty? 

   

Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

Heroes 
What 

makes a 
hero a 

hero? What 
do you 

want to do? 

Space and Neil 
Armstrong 

How do 
astronauts live 

in space? 
What is 
different 

between space 
travel then 
and now? 

   Anglo-
Saxons and 

Vikings 
How were 

Vikings 
influenced 

by the 
Anglo-

Saxons? 

 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 

  Christopher 
Columbus 
and Artic 

Exploration 
 

Are Explorers 
heroes or 
villains? 

 Ancient 
Greece 

How did the 
Ancient 

Greeks ever 
do for us? 

 Ancient Egyptians 
Was the Nile the 

source of Ancient’s 
Egypt’s success? 

Su
m

m
er

 2
     

Cultural Change 

Change to the way that a society or culture 

is run, how it functions or is governed 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

 All about me 
What can I tell 
you about me 

and my 
family? 

The Great 
Fire of 

London 
Who was to 
blame and 

who helped in 
the Great Fire 

of London? 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

If you had a 
time machine, 

would you 
rather go 

back to the 
Stone Age or 
the Iron Age? 

   

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Let’s 
Celebrate 

Why do we 
celebrate? 
What do 

you 
celebrate? 

Toys through 
time 

How are the 
toys I play with 

different to 
those 50 years 

ago? 

Guy Fawkes 
Why do we 
remember 

Guy Fawkes? 

 Romans 
How has Bath 
been shaped 

by Roman 
settlements? 

Aztecs 
Savages or 
Civilised? 

What were 
Aztecs really 

like? 

Victorian Britain 
How did things 

improve for poor 
Victorians? 

Sp
ri

n
g 

1
 

   Shang 
Dynasty 

What was life 
like during the 

Shang 
Dynasty? 

   

Sp
ri

n
g 

2
 

Heroes 
What 

makes a 
hero a 

hero? What 
do you 

want to do? 

Space and Neil 
Armstrong 

How do 
astronauts live 

in space? 
What is 
different 

between space 
travel then 
and now? 

   Anglo-
Saxons and 

Vikings 
How were 

Vikings 
influenced 

by the 
Anglo-

Saxons? 

 

Su
m

m
er

 1
 

  Christopher 
Columbus 
and Artic 

Exploration 
 

Are Explorers 
heroes or 
villains? 

 Ancient 
Greece 

How did the 
Ancient 

Greeks ever 
do for us? 

 Ancient Egyptians 
Was the Nile the 

source of Ancient’s 
Egypt’s success? 

Rebellion 

An armed fight or uprising against the rulers 

of the area that one lives within 



 

 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

 All about me 
What can I tell 
you about me 

and my 
family? 

The Great 
Fire of 

London 
Who was to 
blame and 

who helped in 
the Great Fire 

of London? 

Stone Age to 
Iron Age 

If you had a 
time machine, 

would you 
rather go 
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Changes in technology over time within a 
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Important celebrations  
Easter April  

Eid and 
Ramadan  

May  

Harvest October 

Navratri October  

Diwali November 

Bonfire 
Night  

5th November 

Hanukkah December 

Christmas 
Day 

25th December 

New Years 1st January 

Chinese 
New Year 

Between 21st 
January to 20th 

February 

Overview 

They talk about past and present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of family members. They 

know that other children don’t always enjoy the 
same things, and are sensitive to this. They know 

about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions. 

Key Vocabulary 

celebration To do something special or fun for an 
important event.  

festivals A gathering of lots of people to 
celebrate something.  

carnivals A form of entertainment that travels 
from town to town. 

parade A group of people marching in 
ceremony or celebration 

traditions Handing down of information, beliefs 
from one generation to another.  

decorate Adding things to improve how it looks 

communities  A group of people living or working 
together in the same area 

Celebrating through books 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here are a few of the books we will be reading as a 
class to understand the world and the celebration 
in it.  

Celebrating differences 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Across the world, different cultures celebrate their 
traditions and their beliefs in lots of fun, colourful 
ways. It is an opportunity for family, friends and 
loved ones to come together to sing and dance!  
 
It is important that we learn about different 
cultural celebrations so we can respect and 
celebrate all people and their celebrations.  

History: EYFS- Let’s Celebrate 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heroes in Our Community   

 Teacher 

 Postal Worker 

 Nurse 

 Dentist 

 Librarian 

 Road Worker 

 Vet 

 Mechanic 

Overview 

They talk about past and present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of family members. They 
know about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

Key Vocabulary 

hero  A person who is brave and who helps 
people 

helpful  Giving or ready to help someone with 
a task  

special Something great or important 

skills Being able to do something well  

superhero  A person, who is not real, with 
superhuman powers   

career A person’s job that they do for a long 
amount of time.  

communities  A group of people living or working 
together in the same area 

Heroes in our books 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here are a few of the books we will be reading as a 
class to understand the world, who heroes are and 
what they do to be heroes. 

Emergency Services 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
People in the emergency services do jobs that help 
people to make sure they are safe and healthy. 
They help us every day.  
 
A few jobs in the emergency services as the fire 
brigade, the police, the ambulance services   

History: EYFS- Heroes 



 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
marriage Two people who had a wedding 

and are married to each other.  

family tree A chart or diagram showing 
different people in a family 

generation All the people born about the same 
time.  

childhood The time that someone is a child 

sibling A brother or sister.  

resemblance Looks like someone else 

professions A job at which someone works and 
for which they have had training. It 
is what they do to get money or a 
living 

hobbies an interest or activity that one 
does for pleasure in one's spare 
time 

Family Tree 

 
A family tree is a chart showing family relationships 

 
In a family tree, you would usually find these roles: 
Mother/Father 
Aunt/Uncle  
Sister/Brother 
Niece/Nephew 
Grandmother/Grandfather  
Cousin  
 
Family trees are different for everyone and that is 

what makes us special! 
 

Overview 

Who are my relatives? 
 

What are their professions? 
 

Where do they live in the world? 
 

How is my life different to when my parents were 
children? 

 
How is my life different to when my grandparents 

were children? 
 

What are my favourite toys and hobbies? 
 

What were my parents’/grandparents’ favourite 
toys and hobbies? 

Families 

 

Birth Certificate 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A document that indicates when you were born. It 

contains information about a child’s birthdate, 
gender and place of birth. It also states the names 

and jobs of the parents of the child 

Red Book 

 
When born, every child receives a red book when 

they are born. It includes information about a child 
when they are born and in their early years. 

History: Year 1- All about Me 



 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
present Right now.  

modern Having to do with current times.  

memory Something that someone 
remembers.   

similar Something being like another.  

time A period of events.   

handle To touch with the hands.  

characteristics A special quality or appearance 
that makes an individual or a 
group different from others. 

Toy Progression 

 
Toys have changed over time. There are many differences 
between toys from the past and present. Pre-1960 toys 
were more simple in design and easy to use. Older 
materials used include wood and metal. Modern toys are 
made from plastic, nylon or foam. In the past, a toy would 
take up to two years to take to market. Now, toys are 
conceived, designed, manufactured and distributed 
within six months. 

Overview 

What are the characteristics of modern toys? 
 

 How can I group and organise modern toys? 
 

 How can I recognise toys from the past?  
 

What questions can I ask and answer about toys 
from the past?  

 
What do I see about how toys have changed over 

time?  
 

When I handle toys from the past? 
 

What do I notice about how they were made? 

Current Toys 

 
 

 
 

Modern toys are a lot safer to use than older toys 
as they use better materials and there are now lots 
of strict rules to make sure this happens.  
 
Toys changed a lot after the television was 
invented. Toys would be made based on shows 
that children liked to watch, which still happens 
today. 
 
We have lots of electronic toys now!  

Older Toys 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Toys from the past often used materials including wood and metal. They were often unsafe as some were made with 
sharp edges and from unsafe materials. 

 
Fun fact 

One of the oldest toys in Britain was found near Stonehenge – it’s a carving of an animal, but we’re not sure what kind of 
animal it is. Archaeologists think it’s about 2,000 years old! 

History: Year 1- Toys over time 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

launch pad The stage on Earth where the space 
rocket on Earth takes off from  

NASA The group in America that trains 
and send astronauts to space 

orbiter The part of the space shuttle that 
has the astronauts inside.  

oxygen Something in the air that is needed 
to breathe- there is none of this in 
space.  

preparation Getting ready to do something 

weightless Floating around in space. 

space suit The clothing that astronauts wear 
when they leave their shuffle and 
go into space.   

re-entry When the astronauts return from 
space to Earth   

Overview 

 An astronaut is someone who has trained 
to travel to and live in space.  

 The American company that sends people 
into space is called NASA.  

 The space shuttle is sent into space using 
powerful rockets that break off from the 
shuttle when they get to space. The rocket 
is sent into space from a launch pad.  

 Space shuttles often have big panels on 
them that get energy from the sun; these 
make their lights and computers work.  

 The shuttle is very big but the astronauts 
don’t live in that much of it. The bit that 
the live in is called the orbiter.  

 When astronauts get to space they are 
weightless meaning that if they jump in 
the air they won’t fall back to the floor. 

 When they go to sleep, astronauts often 
strap themselves to their bunks to stop 
them floating away and hitting their head. 

 When astronauts leave the orbiter they 
wear a space suit. This is like a mini space 
ship around the person; it has drinks, 
oxygen to breath and some even have a 
toilet in them. Rockets are sometimes 
fixed on so that an astronaut can move 
around in space.  

 Astronauts used to go to the moon to 
explore it. They collected rocks and 
materials there to bring back to earth. 

 Most food that astronauts eat is the same 
as on earth – their food trays are attached 
to them by Velcro to stop them floating 
way. 

Space Suit 

 

Eating in Space 

 

Astronauts don’t eat anything that is very messy – 
anything with crumbs could float away and get in 
the computers and make they break. Food is kept 
tightly wrapped up in sealed bags. 

Weightlessness 

 
When in space, astronauts’ feet do not stay on the 
floor. Instead they float around – this means that 
they have to be very careful as they move around 
not to bump their head into anything. 

History: Year 1- Space Travel 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Key Vocabulary 

regular Happening often  

thrusters An engine that allows a person or 
spaceship to move a small distance 

similar Nearly the same as something else.  

expedition A journey that is in some way 
impressive or dangerous  

space tourist Rich people that pay to have 
someone take them to space 

upgrade Change something in a positive way 

Overview 

 Space transport used to be incredibly regular 
– lots of people went to space and there 
were 9 different trips to the moon. Fewer 
people go to space now and countries spend 
their money on different things.  

 Nowadays spaceships have ovens and the 
food is very similar to what we eat at home 
(except the salt and pepper is liquid). When 
people first started going to space they had 
mostly liquid food and it was very different. 

 It used to be just scientists who could help 
research space that travelled to space; now 
some very rich people sometimes pay to visit 
(they are called space tourists)  

 Space suits used to only be made to wear 
inside the spaceship but now they can take 
people outside and float around and repair 
the ship. They have many different functions 
including having water and rockets. 

 Astronauts have developed machines that 
can do a lot of the dangerous work for them. 
They are good because they can work in hot 
temperatures and places where there is no 
air. They can also be sent to places tens of 
years away when a human would not want 
to go.  

 When people first started going to space, a 
lot of astronauts were sent to the moon but 
no one has been there in over 40 years.  

 There are plans to send astronauts to Mars 
but so far only robots (controlled by humans 
living on Earth) have been there.  

 Countries used to have their own spaceships 
– now they work together more including 
building the International Space Station. 

Changing Space Suits 

 
The first space suit was called the Mercury space 
suit and was only for wearing inside the shuttle. 
They have developed to go outside into space and 
even move using thrusters and rockets. 

International Space Station 

The International Space Station is the biggest object 
ever flown in space. 16 countries, worked together to 

build the Station. Astronauts carry out lots of 
scientific experiments in weightless conditions.  

Mars Rover  

Machines are sent to Mars instead of humans as it 
is very hot and dangerous and takes a long time to 
get there. Many of these robots have been sent to 
Mars – not all of them land successfully. 

History: Year 1- Space Travel 



 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

blaze A dramatic word for a fire which 
causes damage.  

River Thames A river that flows through 
London 

extinguish (a 
fire) 

To stop a fire from burning  

fire brigade The emergency service whose 
job is to put out fires.   

mayor The chief official of a village, 
town, or city.  

fire break An area which is cleared of 
things that can burn to stop a 
fire from spreading.  

thatched Straw, palm leaves, or other 
dried plant material used as a 
covering, esp. as roofing.    

diary A daily record, esp. of a person’s 
experiences, reflections, and 
private thoughts.   

Overview 

 The fire started in Thomas Farriner’s bakery in 
Pudding Lane. It may have been caused by a 
spark from his oven falling onto a pile of fuel 
nearby. 

 Following a long, dry summer the city was 
suffering a drought. Water was scarce and a 
strong wind from the east meant it spread 
rapidly from house to house. 

 Buildings, including houses, were made of 
timber and roofed with thatch, meaning they 
caught fire easily. Homes were tightly packed 
and the city was full of sheds and yards packed 
high with flammable hay and straw. 

 There was no fire brigade in London in 1666 so 
Londoners themselves had to fight the fire, 
helped by local soldiers. There were some 
attempts made to open pipes next to burning 
buildings in order to connect it to a hose or fill 
buckets. 

 As soon as the Lord Mayor heard the news, he 
expressed a lack of concern that the fire would 
become dangerous before returning back to 
his home and going back to sleep. Indeed, 
months earlier, the Mayor had been warned of 
the danger caused by the narrow streets and 
overhanging timber houses. 

 Shortly after, clever businessmen spotted an 
opportunity to make money by employing men 
to extinguish fires: the first fire brigades were 
formed. Sir Christopher Wren was given the 
task of rebuilding London – he built 52 of the 
city’s churches, including St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

Evidence 2: Sam Pepys’ Diary  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

An entry from Samuel Pepys’ diary on Saturday 2 
September 1666 detailing the events of the fire in 
significant detail 

Evidence 1: Painting of the event 

 
A painting of The Great Fire of London as witnessed 
by an onlooker from a boat in The River Thames.  

Key dates 

Sunday 2nd 
September 
1666 

The fire started in Thomas 
Farriner’s bakery. 

Tuesday 4th 
September 
1666 

St Paul’s Cathedral catches 
fire. 

Wednesday 5th 
September 
1666 

The Navy blew up houses in 
the path of the fire to stop 

the fire spreading from 
house to house. 

Thursday 6th 
September 
1666 

The fire offically ends. 

Tuesday 11th 
September 
1666 

Christopher Wren submits 
his new layout for the city 

to the King. 

British History: Year 2- The Great Fire of London 



 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Catholics A type of Christian religion, 
relating to the Roman Catholic 
Church  

monarch A ruler such as a king, queen, or 
emperor 

Houses of 
Parliament 

The buildings in which important 
government decisions and laws 
are made.   

gunpowder An explosive mixture of 
substances in the form of a 
powder.    

conspirators A person who is involved in a 
secret plan to do something 
against the law or harmful 

treason The crime of betraying (showing 
no loyalty to) your country  

vault A large room or chamber used for 
storage especially an underground 
one    

bonfires A large outdoor fire, often made 
for entertainment   

Overview 

 Guy joined a group of fellow English Catholics, 
led by Robert Catesby, in a plot to blow up the 
Houses of Parliament and kill the king.  

 They were unhappy about how they were 
being treated under his leadership; he was not 
tolerant of their religion.  

 To carry out their plan, the conspirators got 
hold of 36 barrels of gunpowder and stored 
them in a cellar, just under the House of Lords. 

 As the group worked on the plot, it became 
clear that innocent people would be hurt or 
killed in the attack, including some people who 
even fought for more rights for Catholics.  

 Fawkes was responsible for lighting the fuse to 
the barrels of gunpowder, which they hid 
under the Houses of Parliament. 

  After a warning reached the King, the 
authorities found out and Guy Fawkes, who 
was in the cellar of the parliament with the 36 
barrels of gunpowder, was caught, tortured 
and executed.  

 On the very night that the Gunpowder Plot was 
foiled, bonfires were set alight to celebrate the 
safety of the King.  

 Since then, November 5th has become known 
as Bonfire Night. Some people recognise that 
Guy Fawkes was trying to stand up for a 
minority (the Catholics) in the face of 
persecution. 

Evidence 2: Letter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The letter sent to Lord Monteagle warns of a 'terrible 
blow this parliament' will receive. 

Evidence 1: Illustration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An illustration of the plotters, led by Robert Cates. It is 
important to note the number of plotters in the 
illustration whilst the main person remembered in 
history is Guy Fawkes. 

Key dates 
March 1603 King James I of England 

becomes King of England. 
Catholics are hopeful he will 

reverse some of the anti-
Catholic laws in place.  

February 1604 Ringleader Robert Catesby, his 
cousin Thomas Wintour and 
John Wright meet in London 

and start their plans. 

April 1604 Guy Fawkes is recruited while 
fighting for the Spanish army as 

the explosives expert.  

4th November 
1605 

After receiving a warning letter, 
King James orders an 

investigation and a search party 
discovers Guy Fawkes loitering 

near the vault.  

5th November 
1605 

Just after midnight, Fawkes is 
found dressed for  departure 

and in possession of fuses and 
matches. He’s arrested.  

British History: Year 2- Guy Fawkes 



 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

explorer A person who travels to an 
unfamiliar place in order to 
discover what is there  

expedition A journey that is made for a 
particular purpose 

ocean A huge body of salt water   

island A piece of land surrounded by 
water    

trade To buy and sell or to 
exchange goods between 
countries 

natives Original inhabitants of a 
country  

India A country in Asia that 
Columbus wanted to find a 
new route to 

San Salvador An island in the Bahamas, 
located in the continent of 
South America 

Overview 
 Columbus wanted to find a new sea route to Asia 

so he could trade with them. No one had ever 
considered sailing west before. This showed great 
initiative and bravery in the face of the unknown.  

 Columbus had to persuade people to give him the 
money he needed to hire a crew and supplies for 
his expedition. 

 After receiving the money he needed, Columbus 
set sail. He was courageous and demonstrated 
sheer determination in sailing across an 
uncharted ocean in wooden sailing ships that 
were not designed to take on the punishing 
waters of the Atlantic.  

 On his journey, he accidentally stumbled upon 
the Americas and called this new island San 
Salvador. He discovered a world new to 
Europeans that allowed Europeans to explore 
new lands and develop new cultures. 

  As a result of more Europeans arriving at these 
islands, fatal diseases spread which the Natives’ 
bodies were defenceless against. 

 In search of gold, Columbus enslaved and 
inflicted harm upon the Native people and days 
after landing, Columbus wrote in his journal, 
“They can be made to do what is required of 
them.”  

 When Columbus returned to Spain, he provided 
things from the New World (such as hammocks 
and pineapples) that they had never seen before, 
suggesting that some of his actions were indeed 
selfless. 

  At the same time, he also sent a boat load of 
slaves back to Spain in an attempt to impress the 
Queen but she was appalled and sent them back.  

Evidence 2: Columbus before the Queen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painted by Emanuel Leutz, the painting shows 
Columbus’ return to Spain. The attention he is 
getting makes it clear that in this picture Columbus 
is seen as a hero returning from a faraway land. 

Evidence 1: The Landing of Columbus 

 
Garnelo’s painting shows Columbus arriving at San 
Salvador and the attention and amazement he is 
receiving from the local people. They were, at first, 
very welcoming when he arrived. 

Key dates 
October 1451 CE Christopher Columbus was born 

in Genoa, Italy  

First voyage 
1492-1493 

Columbus set sail hoping to reach 
China. However, a sailor on board 
The Pinta spotted an island (San 

Salvador) and went ashore.  

Second voyage 
1493-1496 

Columbus’ second voyage saw 
him bring horses, sheep and 

cattle to the Americas.   

Third voyage 
1498-1500 

He explored more of the 
Caribbean. His goal of this voyage 
was to resupply the colonists and 

continue the search for a new 
trade route to the Orient.  

Fourth voyage  
1502-1504 

His last voyage before his death, 
he explored Central America and 
was stranded in Jamaica for over 

a year.  

20th May 1506 Christopher Columbus died 
Valladolid, Spain.  

British History: Year 2- Explorers 



 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Robert Falcon 
Scott 

A British Naval officer who 
decided her wanted to lead the 
first expedition ever to reach the 
South Pole 

Roald Amundsen A Norwegian explorer who also 
set off to try and become the first 
person to reach the South Pole 

Ernest 
Shackleton 

An Irish explorer who set off to 
cross Antarctica from sea to sea, 
via the pole   

Sir Edmund 
Hilary 

The first person to summit Everest 
and reach both Poles    

Richard Webber A Canadian explorer with more 
than 60 completed Arctic, North 
and South Pole expeditions 

The North Pole The northernmost point of the 
Earth’s axis 

The South Pole The South Pole is the 
southernmost point of the Earth’s 
axis    

Snowshoes  Footwear for walking over snow.    

Overview 
 In 1901, Shackleton trekked towards the South 

Pole, getting closer to the Pole than anyone had 
come before.  

 In the race to the South Pole, Amundsen won, 
setting off with 52 dogs pulling four sledges; the 
dogs pulled the heavy weights and the men used 
wooden skis to travel. Scott brought dogs and 
ponies to pull the heavy sledges but they weren’t 
suited to the harsh conditions of the Arctic and 
had to be killed along the journey. 

 Scott’s team’s clothing was not loosely fitting and 
as a result the men’s sweat froze, making their 
clothes cold and uncomfortable.  

 Hilary was the first to reach it in motor vehicles. It 
took the tractor train, which included three 
tractors, a caboose (a railway wagon) and two 
sledges, more than 80 days to complete the 
1,200-mile trip from base.  

 Webber’s second attempt to journey to the North 
Pole and return using only human resources was 
a success; skis made of fiberglass were used 
(there had a special skin allowing the ski to grip 
the ice).  

 Dehydrated meals and the use of different 
cooking equipment which efficiently melted snow 
into water meant that animals did not have to be 
killed for food.  

 Developments in communications equipment (sat 
phone) ensured that contact could be maintained 
with anyone and weather reports were easily 
accessible. 

 Lightweight sledges and Goose Down jackets 
have been used in recent expeditions – these are 
much lighter and unlike Scott’s fur type garments 
they enable the sweat to evaporate. 

Evidence 2: Snowshoes  
Snowshoes work 
by distributing the 
weight of the 
person over a 
larger area so that 
the person's foot 
does not sink 
completely into 
the snow. 

Evidence 1: Ponies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain Scott set off with two dog teams and ten 
ponies. They struggled with the freezing conditions 
and had to be killed. 

Key dates 
1911 Captain Robert Scott and Roald 

Amundsen set off in an 
attempty to be the first men to 

reach the South Pole.   

1914 Shackleton made his third trip 
to the Antarctic with the ship 
‘Endurance’, planning to cross 

Antartica via the South Pole 

1958 Hilary reached the South Pole in 
motor vechiles   

2000 Catherine Hartley becomes the 
first British woman to reach the 

South Pole 

2006 Webber successfully completed 
an expedition to reach the 

North Pole using snowshoes 
exclusively  

2017 Fiann Paul led Polar Row which 
is the world’s most record-

breaking expedition. The team 
covered 1440 miles.  

British History: Year 2- Explorers 



 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Homo Sapiens The human species of today 

nomads People that travel and have no 
permanent home 

agriculture Farming 

hafting Attaching stone tools to handles 

flint A type of stone that was used to 
make many tools in the Stone Age 

barrow A large mount of earth where a 
person was buried   

cairn A pile of stone that marked a burial, 
a battle or a path    

grave goods Objects that were buried in graves 
alongside a body 

henge A monument that included a circle 
of upright stones or pieces of wood 

settlement The place where people make their 
homes    

Paleolithic Era Early Stone Age    

Mesolithic Era Middle of the Stone Age 

Neolithic Era New Stone Age 

Overview 
Palaeolithic era: 

  Human moved constantly following animals 
like deer for meat; they also hunted 
mammoths with stone spears.  

 Humans lived in caves and did not have 
settlements in which they stayed. ‘Cheddar 
man’ – the bones of a human that lived in this 
era were found in a cave and his bones 
indicate that he died a violent death. 
Mesolithic era:  

 Humans started to make the stone tools smaller and 
finer which they used to make, hunt fish and food 
gather.  

 The invention of canoes meant that people were 
better able to hunt for fish as well as animals.  

 Later on in this era, they began to domesticate 
animals which was developed further in the 
Neolithic era.  

Neolithic era:  
 Human started farming by planting crops; 

animals such as boar were tamed and bred for 
meat. 

 Instead of moving around, humans made 
clearings in woodland near drinking water to 
live. They began to live in huts building walls of 
mud mixed with straw. Animal skins were used 
as a protection from wind and rain.  

 Henges began to be built either for religious 
ceremonies, to celebrate the seasons or for 
trade; it is unclear.  

 Flint was used to build more complex tools like 
axes – these were often mined building tunnels 
underground and deer antlers to extract the 
stone. 

Evidence 2: Star Carr 
Star Carr is a Mesolithic 
archaeological site in 
Yorkshire that dates to 
around 9000 BC. It is 
important due to the 
preservation of artefacts 
found buried deep in the 
peat.  The rare finds include 
headdresses made from red deer skulls, barbed points 
(harpoons) and the oldest house in Britain.  

Evidence 1: Stone Age Painting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A stone age painting found in a cave. Paint was 
made from dirt or charcoal mixed with spit or 
animal fat. They painted what they saw around 
them – this is one reason we know so much about 
this time. 

Key dates 
1.7 million years 
ago 

Early people being shaping 
stone tools into handaxes.   

40,000 BCE Homo sapien arrive in Britian 

14,000 BCE After the ice age and 
disappearing from Britian, 
humans return as hunter- 

gatherers.    

13, 000 BCE Humans live in caves and make 
painting in them  

6,000 BCE Due to the ice age, Britain is 
separated from Europe and 

becomes an island 

6,5000 BCE People start farming and 
keeping animals  

4,9000 BCE Humans start building 
monuments such as 

Stonehenge 

3,5000 BCE Pottery begins to be made and 
farming spreads.  

2,200 BCE Start of the Bronze Age, people 
stat to make metal tools. 

British History: Year 3- Stone Age Britain 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

alliance Where groups agree to work together 
to help each other 

bronze A metal made by combining copper 
with tin 

iron A metal found in rocks called iron ore 

hillfort An area of settlement built on high 
ground and enclosed within a wall 

loom A structure used to weave material 
from 

sickle A hand-held tool used to harvest 
crops   

harvest Where farmers gather the crops 
they’ve grown    

Celts People who lived during the iron age 
(made up of a group of people) 

society People living together in a more or 
less order community 

tribe People who live in a group for 
protections 

Summer Solstice The longest day of the year    

Winter Solstice The shortest day of the year    

archaeology  The study of history through 
excavations and artefacts 

Overview 
 As trading became more common, so did 

people travelling. The Beaker People travelled 
from Europe to England and brought important 
skills with metal and pottery. 

 People began to mix copper with tin that made 
a soft metal harder and stronger – weapons 
and tools were now more effective. 

 Bronze metal was very valuable – people 
swapped this for other items. Those that could 
create bronze became very rich.  

 Iron was much more common that copper or 
tin so more tools could be made; it did 
however need to be melted at a much higher 
temperature.  

 Iron could be turned into strong, longer lasting 
tools that made day to-day life easier. 

 Iron allowed axe heads and blades for new 
heavy ploughs. Farming increased in efficiency 
and trees could be cut down much more easily.  

 Tribes became more common and people lived 
in roundhouses or in hillforts protecting 
themselves using walls made of chopped down 
logs. Tribes were often at war with each other.  

 Druids were important members of a tribe who 
people went to for advice believing that they 
could communicate with the gods. 

 In both the Bronze and Iron Age, people still 
lived in roundhouses, farmed the land, 
practiced crafts and traded goods such as 
pottery, metals and salt. 

Evidence 1: Bronze Sword  

The introduction of bronze 
meant that knives could be 
longer and stronger which led 
to swords being created. Large 
numbers of bronze swords 
have often been found in large 
piles suggesting that they were 
dumped and replaced by more 
powerful iron swords. 

Key dates 
2,200 BC Start of the Bronze Age, people 

start to make metal tools 

2,000 BC Stonehenge is finished 

1,650 BC People begin to trade their 
items along trade routes 

1,200 BC Celts and tribes started to live in 
Britain 

800 BC Hillforts start to be built 

700 BC Start of the Iron Age  

100 BC Coins are used for the first time 

50 BC Trade increase with Roman 
Gaul and Britain 

43 AD Romans invade- end of the Iron 
Age  

Evidence 2: Bronze Torc 

 
A stiff neck ring made 

out of bronze that is 
created by twisting 

strands together. Many 
of them seem like they 

have been designed for 
being worn permanently 

and would have been 
difficult to remove. 

British History: Year 3- Iron Age Britain 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

dynasty A series of rulers who are from 
the same family 

Emperor A king or ruler of an empire or 
country 

Yellow River  A major river running across the 
north east of China 

tribute Payment made from one ruler to 
another 

irrigation Diverting water to help crops 
grow 

vassal A country or person that is 
subordinate to another 

paddy fields Flooded field where rice grows 

steppes Large, flat areas of grassland   

alliance Where two rulers agree to work 
together and protect each other    

fertile Land that is able to produce lots 
of crops 

fortifications A wall to defend a place from 
attack 

expanded Got larger  

Overview 
 The Shang Dynasty was located by the Yellow 

River (Huang He) – the flooding of the river made 
the land very fertile and crops were easy to grow 
here. 

 The Shang dynasty forced its subjects to work as 
part of the state and made its neighbours pay 
tribute so that they didn’t attack them. 

 Shang DI was the supreme god of the Shang, 
ruling over the gods of the Sun, Moon, wind and 
rain. It was the King’s job to ask the god for 
advice on how the kingdom should be run.  

 Most Shang people were peasants who worked in 
the irrigated fields near the river. Using wooden 
or stone tools, they grew crops such as millet, 
wheat and rice. 

 There were many Shang cities and the capital city 
often changed over the dynasty. They had tall 
walls as fortifications; it is estimated it would 
have taken 18,000 men over 10 years to build 
them.  

 As the Shang Empire expanded, they met people 
using different technology – they discovered 
people using chariots. These were first used for 
hunting but later they carried archers into battle.  

 5% of the Shang population were slaves who had 
no rights and could never be freed. They were 
used to work the land and dig royal tombs – 
some were sacrificed when their nobles died and 
buried with them.  

 The Shang used clag to make moulds that allowed 
them to create a lot of the same type of bronze 
items; these included swords and vessels. 

 The Shang make paper out of silk (which was very 
expensive). 

Key dates 
2400 BC The Bronze Age begins in China 

1600 BC The Shang defeat the Xia at the 
Battle of Mingtiao and take 
control of the Yellow River 
region. The Shang Dynasty 
begins. 

1600 BC Cheng Tanf becomes the first 
ruler of the Shang Dynasty 

1250 BC- 1192 BC Emperor Wu Ding becomes king 
and rules for 59 years 

1250BC -1192BC General Fu Hao leads lots of 
successful military campaigns 

1250 BC The first evidence of Chinese 
writing (written on oracle bones) 

1200 BC The chariot is first used in the 
Shang Dynasty 

1122 BC The Zhou dynasty begins on the 
edge of the Shang empire   

1046 BC The Zhou overthrow the Shang 
king, Di Xin 

1046 BC End of the Shang Dynasty 

Evidence 2: Cowrie Shells 

 
Cowrie shells, which 
were gathered from the 
South China Sea, were 
the main form of 
currency in the Shang 
Dynasty; people used 
them to buy basic items. 
 

  

Evidence 1: Pottery  

This Shang 
pottery shows 
prisoners of war. 
They would 
either have been 
used as slaves or 
as human 

sacrifices. 

Ancient Civilisations: Year 3- The Shang Dynasty 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

archaeologist Someone who finds and studies buried 
objects to find out about the past.  

artefact An object created by a human, usually 
found much later after it was made 

tomb An underground room (or rooms) for 
burying the dead 

inscription  Writing carved into something else 
(wood or stone or bone) 

excavate Remove earth carefully to find hidden 
remains 

jade A hard-green stone which is very 
valuable 

bronze The first metal widely used by humans, 
made by melting and mixing copper 
and tin 

ivory A hard-white substance using the tusks 
of an elephant 

scorch Burn something with heat   

society A group of people living together in a 
community    

merchant A person involved in trading items 

The importance of Lady Fu Hao  
 An important figure in the Shang Dynasty was 

Lady Fu Hao who was one of King Wu Ding’s 64 
wives  

 One oracle bone tells us that she was a powerful 
military leader, often making peace treaties and 
that she once led 13,000 soldiers into battle.  

 Fu Hao also conducted ceremonies including 
animal and human sacrifices. 

 Her tomb was discovered in 1976, there were 
over 2,000 objects including weapons, 468 
bronze objects, 755 jade objects and 564 bone 
objects. Amongst other valuable items, including 
ivory, there was also 6,900 pieces of cowry shell. 
There were also sixteen humans – buried alive – 
and the skeletons of six dogs.  

 The sacrifices and treasures left in Fu Hao’s tomb 
were there to ensure that she had a happy and 
prosperous afterlife. 

  From the bones and writing we can tell that 
Shang society was hierarchical with kings at the 
top followed by nobility. Priests, followed and 
then craftsmen, merchants and farmers. Slaves 
were at the bottom with no rights. The jade 
found in Fu Hao’s tomb tells us that the Shang 
Dynasty traded widely with their neighbouring 
rulers as this was not something that was easily 
sourced in their territories. The oracle bones tell 
us how much the Shang’s cared about their gods 
– regularly communicating with them and leaving 
vast offerings (both items and humans) to keep 
them happy and ensure a prosperous harvest. 
The vast amount of bronze in the tomb tells us 
how skilled the Shang were at casting moulds 
used to pour bronze into.  

Evidence 2: Oracle Bone 

Oracle bones were 
read by priests to get 
answers from the gods. 
Oxen bones or 
tortoiseshells were 
scorched and priests 
read the cracks and 
wrote answers to the 
questions being asked.  
  

Important People   

King Tang First emperor of 
Shang. Very 
popular and 
successful  

Lady Fu Hao A great militray 
leader and 
warrier. Also, wife 
of Wu Ding 

King Wu DIng A very successful 
emperor who 
ruled for 59 
years.  

King Zhou The last emperor 
of the Shang 
Dynasty. A tyrant. 
Born ‘Xin’ 

Daji The cruel wife of 
Zhou who made 
up awful 
punishments 

Evidence 1: Terracotta Army  
The Terracotta Army 
is a part of a massive 
burial tomb built 
for Emperor Qin Shi 
Huang, the first 
emperor of China. 
There are over 8,000 
life size statues of 
soldiers buried along with the emperor. 

Ancient Civilisations: Year 3- The Shang Dynasty 
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Key Vocabulary 

testudo A formation of shield creating a 
tortoise effect 

legion Usually 5,000 roman soldiers  

auxiliary A solider from a non- Roman tribe 

ballista A machine that fired arrow-like bolts 
at targets a far distance away 

tribe A small group of people living in the 
same area and working together 

hill-fort A settlement on top of a hill making 
it easier to protect   

conquest Taking over a country or area by 
force    

rebel A person against the people in 
charge of a country 

resistance Refusing to accept something or do 
what is instructed   

alliance Groups of people working together 
usually between countries 

aqueduct A man made channel used for 
delivering water to Roman towns    

Emperor The leader of an empire     

consul  The highest position in the Roman 
government 

Overview 

 Emperor Claudius planned the invasion of Britain 
as an attempt to win the respect of his legions 
and keep them loyal.  

 Two failed attempts were made by Julius Caesar 
10 years before the successful invasion of Britain.  

 Claudius sent his general Aulus Plautius with 
between 40,000 and 60,000 men to land near 
Richborough in Kent.  

 Claudius arrived in Britain with a number of 
elephants which amazed and frightened the 
Britons. 

 It took the next 35 years to capture and conquer 
the rest of Britain as far as the Scottish 
Highlands.  

 Not all Britons accepted Roman rule, Boudicca 
rebelled with the Inceni tribe in 61CE – they 
destroyed the Roman capital in Colchester.  

 Boudicca and her tribe were finally defeated in 
battle and she, and a number of her warriors, 
took poison to avoid being captured.  

 In 122 CE, Emperor Hadrian ordered the 
construction of a wall to defend the Roman 
Empire from the Picts in the north.  

 The wall was 73 miles long with regular forts 
containing garrisons of troops – it took just six 
years to complete.  

 In 142 CE, the Roman Emperor Antonius Pius 
ordered the construction of the Antonine wall, 
significantly further north to extend the Roman 
territory – it was abandoned only eight years 
after it was completed 

Evidence 1: Hadrian’s Wall   

Known as Vallum 
Hadriani in Latin, this 
73 mile wall ran from 
the west coast to the 
north coast of 
England. It had a 
variety of forts along 
it to garrison the men that protected the Romans 
from the Picts in the north. 

Key dates 

55 BCE  Julius Caesar attacks Britain 
but only remains for a few 

weeks  

54 BCE Julius Caesar attacks Britain 
again but does not remain 

43 CE Romans invade Britain and 
settle 

51 CE British Rebels including 
Caratacus are defeated  

61 CE Rebellion by Boudicca and 
the Inceni tribe 

100 CE 8,000 miles of roads are 
completed- troops can 
easily travel across the 

country 

122 CE Construction of Hadrian’s 
wall begins (taking 6 years)   

410 CE Last of the Romans leave 
Britain  

Evidence 2: Scutum 

This rectangular and curved 
shield was called a Scutum. 

These were created using 
layers of wood and leather. 

The size of them was 
designed to protect both the 

legs and main body from 
harm when in battle. . 

British History: Year 4- Roman Rule of Britain 



 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

amphitheatre Open-air oval shaped arenas found in 
large Roman towns 

gladiator Professional fighters that fought in 
arenas to entertain an audience 

villa A large house often for a governor of 
a town or city 

latin The language of the Romans that they 
taught many Britons to read and 
speak 

papyrus A type of paper made from reeds 

forum The shopping centre in a Roman 
town- people went to meet and talk   

hypocausts Underfloor heating    

blacksmith Someone who works with metal to 
make tools and weapons 

merchant A trader of goods made by other 
people  

citizens Being a member of a country 

Julius Caesar Roman military general who invaded 
Britain    

AD Anno Domini- the time after the birth 
of Jesus Christ.     

BC  Before Christ- the time before the 
birth of Jesus Christ 

Overview 

 Romans encouraged people in Britain to build 
and live in towns. These contained shops 
where money was used to pay for local and 
foreign goods. They also collected taxes from 
the people that lived there.  

 Long straight roads were built all over Britain 
allowed armies and riders to travel more 
quickly. This also allowed goods to be 
transported using a cart and a mule or oxen.  

 Goods and craftsmen worked in the towns, 
Roman coins of gold, silver and bronze (with 
the face on the Emperor) were used to buy 
products.  

 Romans used wool produced by British farmers 
to make clothes; togas were only worn by rich 
men on special occasions.  

 Shoes were made of leather wrapped around 
the room. Iron was often nailed to the bottom 
of the shoe to make it stronger.  

 Slaves were brought to Britain and trained as 
gladiators; they fought for the entertainment 
of the crowd in an arena or amphitheatre. The 
loser was usually killed.  

 Romans introduced bathing to Britain – they 
build public baths where people sat in hot 
rooms, had massages and swam. Strigils were 
used to scrape off dirt before oils were rubbed 
into the body.  

 Romans had strict rules about burial, 
cemeteries were placed outside the towns 
along the main roads that led out of the town. 
This continued after the Romans had left 
Britain. 

Evidence 1: Roman Baths  
Every Roman city 
had a public bath 
where people 
came to bathe 
and socialize. The 
public bath was 
something like a 
community centre where people worked out, relaxed, 
and met with other people. One of the most famous 
Roman baths was in Bath, England. The baths were built 
on hot springs that were said to have healing powers. 

Key dates 

Before invasion  Britain is divided into a large 
number of small tribes  

43 CE Romans invade Britian and 
settle 

50 CE Roman towns begin to grow in 
places like Dorcheater, 

Colchester, St.Albans and 
London 

75 CE Construction of Roman Baths 
in Bath begin 

100 CE 8,000 miles of roads are 
completed 

211 CE Britain is split into two 
provinces- Britannia Superior 

(Capital: Londinium) and 
Britannia Inferior (Capital: 

Eboracum) 

259 CE A riverside wall around 
Londinium is completed  

400 CE Roman troops are withdrawn 
from Britain to defend Italy 

Evidence 2: Pottery 

 
Romans used sculptors to 

build ornate pottery. 
These sometimes 

depicted battles or events 
– on this piece of pottery 

you can see two Roman 
Gladiators fighting. 

British History: Year 4- Roman Rule of Britain 



 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
City- state A city and its surrounding territory forming 

an independent state 

civilisation The society, culture or way of life of a 
particular area  

democracy A system of government by eligible 
members of a state (male citizens 18+ who 
could speak) 

justice The administration of law or authority 

Olympics  A major sporting event involving the city-
states of Ancient Greece held in honour of 
Zeus 

Persian War A series of conflicts between the Persian 
empire and Greek city-states   

hoplite A heavily armed foot solider    

amphora A tall, ancient Greek jug with two handles 
and a narrow neck 

phalanx A body of soldiers standing in close 
formation 

trireme Ancient Greek war ship  

tyrant A ruler who inherited power or seized it 
unconstitutionally     

gynaeceum  Women’s quarters in an Ancient Greek 
home     

mythology  A collection of mythological stories 
belonging to a culture or religion 

Overview 

 Athens and Sparta were rival city states with their own 
distinct laws, customs, rulers and culture.  

 Athens was the largest city state in Ancient Greece and it was 
also the richest. It was near to the sea and so was able to 
trade easily using its own fleet of ships. Athens relied on slave 
labour. Slaves did all the manual labour and hard work. 
However, some slaves were educated and had jobs like being 
teachers and nurses. 

 Sparta was a very different city state to Athens. Sparta was 
situated inland and didn’t have a coast. It was ruled by two 
kings. Everyone in Sparta was trained to be fit and obedient. 
Sparta did not trade. They took what they needed from their 
neighbours and forced them to be slaves. 

 Ancient Greek fighters were so powerful due to their fighting 
in formation (phalanx) along with their use of armour, shields 
and weaponry including the catapult. Triremes were used to 
raid rival coastal communities. Alexander the Great 
revolutionised the way the army through his use of spear 
bearers, lighter armour and scouts to observe the terrain 
before battle.  

 Religion was highly important to the Ancient Greeks and was 
incorporated into many aspects of life. Athena (the goddess 
of war, wisdom and craft) is featured in many artefacts. Zeus, 
her father, is king of the gods and is identified by his 
thunderbolts and throne in imagery.  

 The Parthenon was commissioned by the great orator 
Pericles and built in the acropolis of Athens; it was dedicated 
to Athena and built to celebrate the end of the Persian war 
and Athenian power.  

 Theatres were a popular form of entertainment; plays were 
performed only by men and often characters included gods. 
They used theatre masks to depict new characters and to 
amplify their voices. Theatres were themselves dedicated to 
the gods to honour them and pray to them e.g. the Epidaurus 
Theatre was dedicated to Asclepius, the god of medicine.  

 The role of women in Sparta and Athens contrasted 
dramatically. In Athens, women were perceived to have the 
role as being solely caregivers and wives, not being allowed 
to go out in public (unless for a special occasion) and 
confined to women’s quarters. In Sparta, women were 
treated more equally and allowed to partake in sport, own 
land and considered tasks like weaving to be demeaning. 

Evidence 1: Olive Oil  Amphora 

Amphora depicting the 
farming and collection 
of olive oil, revealing not 
only ancient farming 
methods but also the 
importance of the 
product. 

Key dates 

500 BCE  The Classical period begins  

490 BCE The start of the Persian Wars 

432 BCE The Parthenon was built 

431 BCE The Peloponnesian Wars 
between Athens and Sparta  

339 BCE Warfare and weaponry 
developed as the catapult was 

invented  

336 BCE Alexander the Great ruled Greece 

330 BCE Epidaurus Theatre was built   

323 BCE Alexander the Great died and 
Ancient Greece civilisation 

started to decline  

Evidence 1: Olive Oil  Amphora 

 

Map of Ancient Greece 
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Key Vocabulary 

modern Relating to the present or recent times 

ancient Belonging to the very distant past and 
no longer in existence   

frieze A broad horizontal band of sculpture  

Ionic order A column typical of Ancient Greek 
architecture marked by its scroll detail 
at the top. 

Doric A plain column, masculine in 
connotation as it was perceived to be 
the strongest order 

Classical  Of the period of the annexation of 
modern-day Greece and the ‘high point’ 
of culture 

Legacy  Something that resulted from events in 
the past     

Paidagogos A slave used to supervise boys at school 
to ensure that they behaved  

agoge Spartan military boot camp for boys 
aged 7+ 

artefacts An object made by a human being, 
typically one of cultural or historical 
interest   
 

Overview 

 Only boys from wealthy families attended school. 
Classes consisted of 10-15 children and were taught by 
male teachers in the teacher’s home. Children 
attended from sunrise to sunset and only had days off 
to attend religious festivals. 

 In Sparta, boys from the age of 7 were forced to 
attend agoge to become powerful warriors to fight for 
the city-state in adult life.  

 The word alphabet is derived from the words alpha 
and beta. Many words in the English language derive 
from ancient Greek including the prefixes ‘mono’ and 
‘micro.’  

 Ancient Greek temples were typically built using one 
of three column styles: the doric, perceived to be 
masculine and the strongest, the ionic and Corinthian. 
Ancient Greek orders were used in the 18th/19th 
century Greek architecture revival.  

 For 100 years, Athens had direct democracy, meaning 
that citizens had to take an active part in government 
(women, children and slaves were not included)  

 The bodies of government included the courts (which 
handled lawsuits), the council (chosen at random each 
year, oversaw the daily running of government) and 
the assembly (all citizens could vote on issues like new 
laws or joining wars) 

  The Olympic games were a 5-day sporting event held 
in honour of Zeus and other Olympian gods, most 
notably Poseidon, the god of horses. All wars and 
internal conflicts were put aside for the games 
allowing contestants and spectators to travel to the 
games unharmed. Only men could compete and they 
competed nude. Sports that were competed in were 
to show the strength of warriors. The pankration was 
notoriously blood thirsty and the only rules were no 
eye-gouging and no biting. 

Evidence 2: Teaching scene pottery 

All teachers in Ancient Greeks were male and 
lessons were taught in the teacher’s homes. 
Boys had to recite epic poems including The 
Iliad and The Odyssey aloud in front of their 
teacher. 

Evidence 1: Boxing Scene Pottery  

Two boxers fighting 
during an Olympic 
match, both are 
wearing leather 
thongs (strips) 
around their hands 
and one has already 
got a facial injury as 
shown by the blood detail. 

Key dates 
850 BCE  The Greek alphabet was developed 

from the Phoenician alphabet  

800 BCE Homer composed his epic poems 
‘The Illiad’ and ‘The Odyssey’ 

776 BCE The first Olympic games were held 

508 BCE Education was revolutionised in 
Athens  

508 BCE Democracy was established across 
the city-states of Ancient Greece  

380 BCE The Academy was founded by Plato 
in Athens, being one of the first 

academic institutions in the world 

Late 18th 
Century 

Ancient Greek architecture revival 
movement across northern Europe 
and the United States. Used notably 

in civic and cultural buildings   

1896 CE Modern Olympic Games were 
established in 1896  
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Key Vocabulary 

invaders Entering a country in large numbers by 
force 

settlement A community in which people live  

migration People moving from one place to 
another  

territory Land that is ruled by someone 

estate A large area of land belonging to be 
noble 

kingdoms A state ruled by a king or queen  

Polytheistic Believing in many gods     

churl A free man, woman or child in Anglo 
Saxon society 

thane A lord in Anglo-Saxon England    

charms Magical powers 

embroidery Cloth with patterns or figures sewn on 
it    

reared Bring up and care for (an animal)     

bloodletting The act of draining blood from a 
patient to make them better 

Overview 

 The Anglo- Saxons left their homeland in 
northern Germany, Denmark and The 
Netherlands and rowed across the North Sea in 
wooden boats to Britain.  

 The Anglo-Saxons created the first books; using 
animal skin parchment the pages were bound 
together and were only really read by nobles and 
kings.  

 There were a wide variety of outdoor sports 
including hunting, riding and the tug-of-war. 
Feasts were common and music including harps 
and pipes were enjoyed.  

 Most people were farmers and had to work very 
hard just to stay alive; food took a lot of effort to 
produce. Some others were craftsmen – Anglo-
Saxons were expert metal workers.  

 Men were buried with their tools and weapons 
whilst women were often laid to rest with a bowl 
and a spoon. Rich Anglo-Saxons were sometimes 
buried in a boat or sometimes cremated as a 
hero.  

 There were few cities – instead most people lived 
in villages in small one roomed homes (which 
often included their animals) grouped around 
their thane’s home.  

 There were few doctors, a few people knew 
Greek or Roman medicine. Herbs and ointments 
were used to treat most ailments and 
bloodletting was common. 

  Before converting to Christianity, as pagans 
many spells were also used including the ritual of 
a pregnant woman stepping three times over a 
dead man’s grave to ensure a healthy baby. 

Key dates 

400 CE  Last of the Roman’s leave Britain  

449 CE Angles and Saxons arrive by boat in 
South East Britain 

540 CE Invading Angles, Saxons and Jutes 
conquer England 

585 CE Five separate kingdoms form with 
each having its own king  

664 CE England begins to follow the 
Christianity of Rome 

789 CE First recorded Viking attack  

865 CE A large Viking forge arrives and 
rampages across the country for 14 

years.    

878 CE England is split between the Anglo-
Saxons and the Danes  

937 CE Athelstan (King of Wessex and Mercia) 
defeats the Vikings and rules over all 

of England 

1066 CE Anglo Saxon age comes to the end 
after Anglo- Saxon King Harold died at 

the Battle of Hastings.   

Evidence 1: Combs 

Combs were made 
from animal bones 

(from livestock that 
the Anglo-Saxons 
kept) or from the 

antlers of deer. 
Combs are very commonly found items suggesting 

that the Saxons cared about their appearance!  

Kingdoms    

The seven Anglo 
Saxon Kingdoms 
were:  

 Northumbria 

 Mercia 

 East Anglia 

 Essex 

 Kent 

 Sussex 

 Wessex  
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Key Vocabulary 

longship A narrow, wooden boat with sails and oars 
that were used by the Vikings  

hoard A supply of precious items hidden away  

bribe Persuade someone to act in a certain way 
by giving them money   

fleet A group of ships sailing together  

customs The way a particular group of people 
behave or do something  

boundary A dividing line between two areas  

stronghold A place that has fortifications or defences 
to protect it from attack      

raid A surprise attack  

terrorise To fill a group of people with terror and 
fear  

Intrepid  Fearless and adventurous  

conquer To defeat by force     

scops An Anglo Saxon poet       

pagan A person holding beliefs which are not 
part of the world’s main religion 

Overview 

 For the last 300 years of the Anglo Saxons, there 
were many ongoing wars and people lived in fear of 
Viking raids, especially if they lived on the sea or 
near a river. 

 The Vikings had outgrown their homeland and 
sailed around many placed in Europe looking for 
somewhere to settle.  

 Vikings used long ships that could be sailed up 
rivers to attack towns and villagers inland.  

 Their raids made off with money, valuables and 
people to sell as slaves.  

 The Vikings were fearless fighters because they 
believed that those who died in battle were 
promised entrance to a special paradise.  

 Merchant ships called knorrs had a pit in the middle 
to hold goods – they traded across much of the 
world carrying furs, slaves and amber and returned 
with luxury goods like silver, spices and silk.  

 Occupied lands in England became known as 
Danelaw and Vikings settled to live as farmers – 
places ending in thwaite, ness, thorpe and by are 
named by the Vikings.  

 After Viking rulers were defeated, many settlers 
remained – the town of Jorvik was a large 
settlement that many lived in.  

 Jorvik became the Viking’s capital – they repaired 
Roman walls, built new rows of houses and 
constructed new fortifications.  

 Vikings attacked the Anglo-Saxon shield wall with a 
wedge shape charge known as a ‘boar’s snout’ – 
with the best warriors at the point in the triangle 
using their weight to drive through the shield wall.  

 Many of the Saxon’s manuscripts and beautiful 
objects that they created were destroyed by the 
constant battles with the Vikings. 

Key dates 

793 CE  Viking raids begin  

865 CE The Danish Great Army lands in England 

871 CE King Alfred of Wessex paid Viking army 
not to attack his people  

876 CE Peace was made between the Vikings 
and King Alfred- having a boundary 

between their lands  

924 CE King Althesen (Alfred’s grandson) 
defeats the Saxons and unties the 

country 

978 CE 10,000kg of gold is given to the Vikings 
to stop them returning- they continue 

their raiding  

1012 CE 20,000kg of gold is given to the Vikings 
to keep them away    

1013 CE Viking Sweyn takes the throne  

1066 CE Battle of Hastings- William of Normandy 
claims the English throne 

1066 CE Anglo Saxon age comes to the end  

Evidence 2: Valkyrie Pendant 

This jewellery 
is of ‘Valkyries’ 

who were 
terrifying 

spirits of war 
and brought 
warriors who 
died in battle 
to Valhalla! 

Evidence 1: Viking Hoard  

A number of 
hoards have been 
discovered in the 
UK worth millions 
of dollars. These 
boxes contained 
gold, jewellery 
and other 
expensive items 
that the Vikings 
had received through threats and raids 
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Key Vocabulary 
clan A group of family members living in part of 

the city led by a head man  

sacrifice An act of slaughtering an animal or person 
as an offering to a god  

swamp An area of low lying ground where water 
collects; a bog or a marsh   

Chinampas 
(floating 
gardens)  

Small rectangular areas of land to grow 
crops on the shallow lake beds  

aqueduct A bridge of clay pipes to move fresh water 
around  

canoes  A lightweight narrow vessel that is pointed 
at both ends and open on top  

obsidian A black, glassy rock formed from volcanic 
lava that Aztecs made many tools from  

thatched A cover of a roof of a building with dry 
straw, rushes or water reed  

maize  A type of grain used to make many foods 
including tortillas  

tribute Payment of food or other things from a 
conquered tribe to the conqueror     

barter  Popular market places where people 
swapped goods or used cocoa beans as a 
form of money        

Dynasty  A family of rulers 

Overview 

 Aztecs worshiped many gods and had 
statues of them in their temples.  

 They believed that sacrificing people made 
the gods happy and prevent disasters.  

 The New Fire Festival happened every 52 
years to stop the world from ending – it saw 
a human sacrificed after five days and set on 
fire.  

 Children were sacrificed to the god Tlaloc 
which means he who makes things grow. 
Aztecs believed that the tears of children 
would make the rain fall on their crops.  

 There were many other sacrifices including 
being flayed, beheaded and drowned.  

 Aztec women wove cloth that was brightly 
coloured made from dye that was made 
from squashed cochineal beetles.  

 Women spent time weaving cloth on looms 
that were held around the waist.  

 Feather workers were craftspeople who 
made ornaments and costumes for priests 
and warriors bought as tribute from other 
tribes.  

 Only nobles and priests learnt to read and 
write using books made of deerskin called a 
codex.  

 Aztec books were written in pictures and 
signs detailing maps of land ownership and 
inventory that had been sent as tribute. 

Key dates 

1100 CE  Aztecs spend many years wandering in 
northern Mexico  

1200 CE The Aztecs arrive in the Valley of Mexico 

1200-
1323 CE 

The Aztecs work fro the Colhuacan 
people but are driven out when they 

sacrifice a princess  

1345 CE The Aztecs found the city of 
Tenochtitlan, meaning ‘place of the 

prickly pear cactus’  

1350 CE The Aztecs begin to build causeways 
and canals around Tenochtitlan 

1403 CE New Fire Ceremonies begin  

1428 CE The Aztec empire is formed with an 
alliance with the Texcocans and the 

Tacubas    

1486 CE The Aztec empire expands as far as the 
Pacific coast  

1500 CE Tenochtitlan is flooded; many people 
drown 

1504 CE A way against the Tlaxcalans sees many 
prisoners being sacrificed  

Evidence 2: Jewellery 

 
 
 
 
 
Many pieces of jewellery were made from obsidian, 

gold, jade and turquoise. Mosaic workers stuck pieces 
onto wood the make masks of the gods that they 

believed in 

Evidence 1: Sacrificial knife  

This knife was used 
on top of temples to 
sacrifice humans by 
cutting out their 
hearts. Their bodies 
were then thrown 
down the steps, cut 
up and eaten by 
priests and the warrior who captured the man 
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Key Vocabulary 

alliance  A group of countries working 
together for a similar aim 

siege A military operation where a 
location is surrounded to force 
inhabitants to surrender  

rack A frame or shelf, used in the 
Aztec times to hold skulls    

massacre  The killing of a large number of 
people at the same time in a 
violent and cruel way  

conquer Take complete control of land   

plunder Noun: Stolen property 
Verb: Stealing items  

causeway A raised path or road that crosses 
wet land   

superstition Belief in things that are not real 
or possible  

omen   A signal of something that might 
happen in the future  

Overview 

 Montezuma became the last emperor of the 
Aztecs at the age of 22 years in 1502.  

 The legend of Quetzalcoatl stated that this god 
would come to the land of the Aztecs in 1519.  

 Hernando Cortes, a Spanish soldier and 
explorer, was sent to Mexico with 600 men to 
seize Mexico.  

 On landing, Cortes and his men defeated an 
army of over 12,000 using swords, muskets, 
cannons and horses.  

 Believing Cortes to be Quetzalcoatl, 
Montezuma sent gifts to make the god happy 
and go back home; the gifts made Cortes 
determined to seize this land of gold. 

 The Spanish were horrified by the sacrifices 
and barbarity in the city of Tenochtitlan.  

 Montezuma II is taken hostage by the 
Spaniards and is killed in the fighting that 
followed.  

 After a year of a siege, where many Aztecs 
starved, the Aztecs were massacred and 
Cortes became the new ruler of Mexico.  

 Aztec temples were pulled down, men were 
forced to cover their legs with trousers, books 
were burnt and the gold was sent back to 
Spain.  

 Thousands of Aztecs were killed by European 
diseases including measles, smallpox, 
tuberculosis and malaria.  

 Upon the defeat of the Aztecs, Mexico was 
named ‘New Spain’. 

Key dates 

1375 CE First dominant rule Acamapichtili 
comes into power 

1440 CE The leader Montezuma I expands 
Aztec Empire further 

1502 CE  Montezuma II becomes emperor aged 
32 

1504 CE A war against the Tlaxcalans sees 
many prisoners being sacrificed  

1519 CE Hernando Cortes and 600 Spanish 
land on the shore of Mexico  

1519 CE The Spanish defeat the Tlaxcalans who 
become their allies against the Aztecs  

1520 CE The Aztecs rise up and drive the 
Spanish out of the city. Montezuma II 

is killed  

1521 CE The Spanish and their allies besiege 
Tenochtitlan for 80 days and finally 

defeat the Aztecs  

1522 CE Tenochtitlan is rebuilt and named 
Mexico City     

Evidence 2: Temple Massacre (Codex) 

Taken from an 
Aztec Codex 
(‘book’) the 
drawing indicates 
the massacre of 
priests by the 
Spanish priests as 
part of the Aztec-
Spanish war. 

Evidence 1: Tenochtitlan painting   

A painting of Hernando 
Cortes in battle at the 
fall of Tenochtitlan. The 
colours and emphasis 
on the Spanish 
indicates them as the 
saviours bringing peace 
against a savage 
civilisation. 
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Key Vocabulary 
ragged school A type of charity school where poor children 

would be educated  

slums An area of bad housing with poor hygiene and 
sanitation 

governess A tutor who taught rich girls skills including 
sewing, singing, dancing and languages  

textile mill A factory where cloth and linen were created 

workhouse A place where the very poor, young and elderly 
got food and a bed in return for work 

gruel A thin form of porridge fed to people in the 
work house  

boarding school  A school where children live during term time, 
coming home for the holidays     

agricultural 
gang 

A group of workers in the countryside doing 
jobs like weeding, sowing seeds and harvesting 
crops 

dame school  A type of school that was run by a woman in 
their house    

shaft Deep vertical hole leading to the underground 
tunnels of a coal mine 

working class The bottom of the Victorian class system. A 
person who has to work for a living.  

urban Living in a town or city      

Overview 

 At the start of the Victorian era, children 
could be sent to work at a young age and 
used as cheap labour in mines and factories.  

 Small boys would be driven up chimneys to 
clean out the soot – many died of lung 
disease while they were very young  

 Rich children were expected to be ‘seen and 
not heard’  

 Sons of wealthy parents were sent to 
boarding public schools that became well 
known for bullying them  

 The aim for wealthy girls was for them to get 
married – a governess taught them skills to 
make them an attractive bride  

 Parents were expected to pay for their 
children to go to school – many families 
were too poor to afford this.  

 Churches ran schools for poor children with 
as many of 100 pupils in it  

 In 1891, the government gave money for 
education testing students in the three Rs, 
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic  

 Punishments in school included the dunce 
cap, punishment baskets and the cane  

 Rich children often played inside with 
rocking horses, toys, and board games  

 Poor children had home-made toys with 
everyday objects often playing outside 
because their homes were too small 

Key dates 

1830  Victoria becomes Queen Regent  

1833 Factories act: Children restrcited to 
working no more than 12 hours per day 

1833 Factories act: Complusory that children 
aged 9-13 have two hours of school daily 

1837 Victoria ascends to the throne  

1847 Factories act: Children restricted to 
working no more than 63 hours per week 

1850 Libraries act: Public libraries are 
established  

1863 London underground railways opens 
(Metropolitan line only)    

1878 Law makes it illegal for children under 10 
to work- all children under 10 must be 

educated   

1891 Free education act: State pays for 
education up to 10 shillings per week 

1901 Death of Queen Victoria aged 82   

Evidence 2: Ragged School 
Children that were 
incredibly poor 
attended a Ragged 
school that was 
run by a charity. 
Taught in huge 
classes, the 
children also were 
trained to work in 
industries as they weren’t expected to be successful.  

Evidence 1: Games  

Poor children were forced to play outside, often on 
the streets, due to their cramped conditions in their 

houses. Games included hoop and stick, marbles 
and spinning tops. 
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Key Vocabulary 

pollution Contamination in the air or natural 
environment  

labourer A person doing manual work (e.g. a 
builder) 

manufacturing The production of items for use of sale  

pastime Leisure or free time 

terraced A series of houses in a row with 
adjoining walls 

sewage Waste water and excrement usually 
found in the sewers  

industrialisation  The build- up of industries and factories 
in a country     

deportation The expulsion of a person or group from 
a place or country 

resort  A place where people go for rest, sport, 
entertainment or a holiday    

promenade A path for walking on built next to the 
sea 

pauper Very poor people who have no way of 
feeding or supporting themselves   

Poverty  People who do not have enough money 
to feed or clothes themselves 

Overview 

 By the 1950s the main parts of the UK were 
connected – Isambard Kingdom Brunel build a 
number of bridges and tunnels to allow the trains 
to cross difficult terrain.  

 The railways allowed quick transport of goods 
and people; fresh food from farms and mail from 
all over the country could easily be moved 
hundreds of miles.  

 Seaside holidays became popular with families 
leaving the polluted cities to places like 
Eastbourne, Brighton and Blackpool.  

 Infections were better understood and 
vaccination against dangerous diseases like 
smallpox were discovered.  

 Communications between parts of the UK and 
abroad became much more efficient, with the 
mail service, the electric telegraph and finally the 
telephone which was invented by Alexander 
Graham Bell.  

 At the start of the Victorian era only rich land 
owners were able to cote, this changed over time 
and in 1884 all men could vote – women had no 
right to vote at all.  

 As manufacturing increased, more people moved 
to the cities to work. As a result, the streets 
became crowded, busy and dirty. Slums 
developed with whole families living in a single 
room. 30% of children died before becoming of 
adults.  

 Victoria’s husband opened the Great Exhibition 
in 1851 which showcased inventions and engines 
that had been created over her reign. 

Key dates 

1837 Victoria ascends the throne  

1840 National post service is introduced 

1851 The Great Exhibition opens  

1863 London Underground railway opens 
(Metropolitan line only)  

1869 Suez Canal opens 

1870 Dr Thomas Barnardo opens first home 
for boys 

1870 Over half of harvesting in the UK is 
completed by machinery   

1876 Alexander Graham Bell invents the 
telephone    

1890 Electric trains replace steam on the 
London Underground   

1891 Free education act: State pays for 
education up to 10 shillings per week 

1901 Death of Queen Victoria aged 82   

Evidence 2: Telegraph 

A machine that 
sent messages 

using Morse Code 
along telegraph 
wires. The first 
telegraph was 

sent between the 
UK and Britain 

during the Victorian period. 

Evidence 1: Penny Farthing 

The first ‘bicycle’ that became popular in the 1870s 
and the 1880s. It was quickly replaced by the 

‘boneshaker’ because of the danger of falling from a 
great height whilst riding.  
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 Ancient Egypt was a civilisation that spanned 
between 3000 to 4000 years. 

 They believed in over 2000 gods and used these 
to explain the world around them. As a sign of 
respect to the gods, they were given offerings 
and sacrifices 

 The death of Cleopatra VII brought an end to 
what historians class as the Ancient Egyptian 
times, paving a new way for how Egypt 
continued on after 30BCE 

 The Egyptians, during this time, placed a large 
importance on the preservation and preparation 
of the body after death, where they felt their 
lives continued and they took anything that was 
buried with them from their ‘old’ life. 

 They were ruled by Pharaohs, who were seen as 
gods, or half-gods, given the right to rule by the 
other great Gods of Egypt 

 Pyramids and tombs were built as extravagant 
burial sites for the Pharaohs who employed great 
volumes of slave labour to construct them all by 
hand. 

 They also constructed great temples and statues 
to honour their gods, whilst also throwing many 
festivals too, including Wepet Renpet, which was 
a celebration to mark the opening of the year. 

 Hieroglyphs, the first system of writing was 
established around 3500 BCE by only a few 
educated and important citizen. They used ink 
and papyrus paper and documented their stories 
and information.  

 The pyramids of Giza took between 10 and 20 
years to build and the largest pyramid is over 
150m tall Approximately 20,000 workers were 
needed to build a pyramid 

Key dates 

3500 BCE First settlers arrive on the Nile 

4000 BCE First used of hieroglyphic writing  

2700 BCE First stone pyramid bulit by 
Pharoah Djoser 

2600 BCE Pyramid of Giza built  

2300 BCE Pyramid building stopped 
(political instability)  

2000 BCE Pyramid building resumed 

1790 BCE Last Egyptian pyramid built 

1500 BCE Carts were invented and used for 
transportation   

332 BCE Alexander the Great conquers 
Egypt 

300 BCE Last use of hieroglyphic writing    

1700 CE Travellers and explorers began 
exploring the pyramids 

1923 CE Howard Carter finds King 
Tutankhamun’s tomb in the 

Valley of the Kings 

Key Vocabulary 

pharaoh Name for the monarch of Ancient Egypt  

pyramid A structure whose outer surfaces are 
triangular and converge to a point at the 
top  

mummification The process of preserving the skin and 
flesh of a corpse  

Canopic jar Used to contain organs for use in the 
afterlife 

afterlife The Land of Two Fields where Ancient 
Egyptians believed they headed to when 
they died 

hieroglyphics A pictorial form of writing used by 
Ancient Egyptians  

Giza A city in Egypt containing three pyramids 
including the Great Pyramid (King Khofu’s 
tomb)     

architect A person who plans and designs the 
construction of buildings.  

quarry A large pit from which stone is extracted     

mythology A collection of myths belonging to a 
particular religion or culture  

civilisation  The society, culture and way of life of a 
particular people and place    

Evidence 1: Sarcophagus 

A box-like shell used for a corpse. These were very 
elaborate for a pharaoh. They were used to protect 

the corpse from 
scavenging animals and 

tomb robbers. In a tomb 
they were surrounded by 

a variety of objects for 
use in the afterlife. 

Egyptian Social Pyramid 

Eygptain society was shaped in different social classes: 
 
1) Pharoah 
2) Government 

officials 
3) Soliders 
4) Scribes 
5) Merchants 
6) Craftsmen 
7) Peasants 
8) Slaves  
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 Egypt was built around the banks of the River 
Nile, which allowed them to farm, fish and 
progress through is yearly cycle of inundation, 
creating a highly-fertile soil. 

 The Nile flooded every year (inundation) and 
farmers constructed ditches around fields and 
sluices to divide them to hold back the water to 
speed up the watering of fields  

 In Egypt, the soil was so fertile that farmers were 
able to produce enough food for the whole 
population – this allowed other people to 
become full time craftspeople, working in 
temples etc.  

 During inundation, farmers did building work or 
hand a second job such as basket making  

 All towns and rivers in Ancient Egypt grew up 
along the banks of the Nile meaning that most 
people usually travelled by boat  

 Boats sailed south because the wind blew in that 
direction, when travelling north they relied on a 
team of oarsmen  

 Reeds around the Nile were used to create mats 
and the core of the cyperus papyrus plant was 
dried and used as papyrus which people wrote 
on  

 Papyrus was also used to create strong ropes 
which allowed workers to pull heavy weights 
including stone blocks involved in building the 
pyramids  

 Boats allowed trade with other areas of the 
country and with other nations moving food and 
other valuable items around quickly  

 Fish was a major source of sustenance both from 
the river and from the Mediterranean sea in the 
north 

Key Vocabulary 

River Nile The longest river in the world that runs 
through the entirety of Egypt  

fertiliser Something that adds things to the soil to 
help plants grow better  

sluice A board across a ditch that can be lifted or 
shut to let water out or hold it in  

inundation The time when the River Nile flooded, and 
all the fields were underwater 

plough A tool that turns over the soil to break it up 

arura A piece of land big enough to grow food to 
feed a family for a year  

corvee  All Ancient Egyptians who had to work on 
the pharaoh’s land for a set number of days 
each year     

crops Plants that farmers grow for food or to use 
in other ways (e.g. making baskets) 

sickle A curved blade designed for harvesting 
crops     

reeds Tall grass-like plant that is grown in the 
wetlands  

shaduf A hard operated device that pulls up water 
from a watering hole    

Key dates 

6000 BCE Early people settled in the Nile 
Valley  

5000 BCE Many Egyptains were farming 
sheep and cattle, growing wheat 

and barley in the Nile Valley 

4500 BCE The earliest discovered boat for 
the Nile made for King Khufu  

3600 BCE Numerals and writing started to 
be used  

3000 BCE Walled towns and villages were 
built in Egypt 

3000 BCE Papyrus began to be used 

2600 BCE Pyramids of Giza built   

1550 BCE Many of the royal tombs were 
built in the Valley of the Kings    

1300 BCE The shaduf was introduced   

270 BCE World’s first lighthouse built on 
the island of Pharos facing the 

port of Alexandria 

Evidence 2: Shaduf 

A method of 
extracting water from 

the Nile. The pole 
balanced on a post 
whilst the stone on 

one   end acted as a 
counterweight and 
helped pull up the 

bucket. 

Evidence 1: Boat Painting 

Rich people had their own boats made of reeds or 
wood. The finest ones contained a crew to row 

north and were constructed of cedar wood which 
was imported from Lebanon.  
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