
Greetings from Mr Barton 

 
I expect that after a year of mes-

sages from me you will be hap-

py for me to keep this one 

short!  My 12 months at Moor-

lands have been a journey I will 

never forget for many reasons.  

Overwhelmingly my memories 

will be of the strong community, 

of the fabulous team of professionals working here 

and of your amazing children! 

I leave the schools in extremely safe and capable 

hands and while I would like to thank all children, 

parents and staff for their support this year, I would 

particularly like to thank Ms Pearson. 

A year ago, I was completely reliant on Ms Pearson 

to help me find my way around the school both lit-

erally and metaphorically.  She is a truly wonderful 

and dedicated school leader who will do a superb 

job as acting head.  Very popular with staff and pu-

pils, Ms Pearson lives and breathes Moorlands and 

everyone here is very fortunate to have her with us.  

I know that she and the rest of the leadership team 

will guide the schools from strength to strength. 

So I said I would keep it short, and I will. 

I wish you all a very good Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

Warrick  

18th December 2020 

 

 Dec   

 18  End of Term 2 

 Jan   

4 Inset day 

5 Start of Term 3 

Message from the Governors 

As 2020 draws to a close, the governors at 
Moorlands would like to say a massive thank 
you to the entire school community for creat-
ing a semblance of normality for the children. 
Two of the school's biggest strengths have 
really made a difference over the last few 
months: our community and our school cam-
pus. The teachers and staff have responded 
magnificently to adapt to changing circum-
stances. The meals, the games, the lessons - 
in class or at home - and the smooth running 
of the school has let the children continue to 
engage with their learning each week. The 
involvement of our parents and carers - in-
cluding those involved with the PTA and all 
the Whatsapp groups - also enables the 
school to thrive and move forward. The 
school's grounds have played a big part this 
year with the cross country running and 
sports clubs and the regular forest school. 
Better use of the space was something the 
school committed to improving and we have 
continued to use the campus to great effect 
during lockdown. The space inside the school 
has also been utilised. It's been brilliant to 
see the christmas songs and dances across 
the year groups on Dojo. We will continue to 
face challenges in 2021. If you have worries 
or concerns or ideas on how we can improve 
please do share them with the gover-
nors governors@moorlands-school.com The 
school vision is “a space to grow for any to-
morrow”, and while it’s hard to know what 
tomorrow will bring we’ll make sure we’re 
prepared to deal with it! A massive final 
thanks to Mr Barton and best wishes to eve-
ryone for the Christmas break and the New 
Year.  

The Governors 

mailto:governors@moorlandsfederation.org


 

 
 
                                                                                                                        

 CROSS COUNTRY EVENT 2nd & 9th DECEMBER 2020 
 

It was great to bring an outdoor sporting competition to Moorlands this term. All KS2 children 
took part in a cross-country event in our extensive school grounds. The Y3/4 course was 1.2km 
long and the Y5/6 1.4km in line with age and stage guidelines. Each class raced in their bubble 
and the fastest times were recorded, to give year group overall winners. The winners in each year 
group received medals and a resilience medal was awarded to those who persevered and showed 
strength of character.  
 
Thank you to all the children, who were fantastic and demonstrated great strength and endurance 
and also to Mr Gunning who organised the event. Thank you also to Mr Dave Burston, from 
B&NES Sports Partnership, who came to support the event and provided the medals.  
 
A special mention to Polly in Y6 who recorded the fastest time of all the children in KS2. 

 

 NATIONAL TREE WEEK 

This year the children celebrated National Tree Week by weeding all of our newly planted trees 

and shrubs.  They also took part in decorating the trees as a thank you to the trees for all that 

they do for us.                                                                                                                                                    

  

 



NEWS FROM YEAR 5 

In Year 5, we have had a very busy term learning about the gruesome but fascinating Aztecs! 

Kestrel and Owl class have really impressed us with their enthusiasm and engagement in Won-

der lessons.  This term, they have written Aztec sacrifice narratives, played an Aztec ball game, 

woven in DT and so much more! To round up our learning, we have had a debate to answer 

our Wonder question of the term which was ‘Aztecs; Savages or Civilised?’ It great to hear all 

about the children’s reasons behind their final decisions! 

 Miss Moore and Miss Bone 

 



 

The Moorlands Rollercoaster 
-an ode to survival 

 

 
Who’d have thought that stepping in as interim Headmaster  

Would lead to such a catalogue of unbeknown disaster. 
Welcome to our school, how have you settled in? 
Is two weeks in office plenty for Ofsted to begin? 

Sadly a member of our staff has said they won’t be back, 
Can you find a replacement for what we suddenly lack? 
Since you’ve not got much to do overseeing academic, 

We thought we’d throw into the mix a new global epidemic. 
Rules for social distancing and keeping all things clean, 
typing update emails, that start to haunt your dreams. 

Are we in or are we out, how close can we stand? 
“Antiseptic gel please, you’ve just sneezed in your hand.” 

Teachers in and teachers out, lots of isolation, 
Organising cover again to keep up education. 

Dreaming of that little school that seems a world away, 
The Moorlands Rollercoaster, must survive it come what may! 

 
You’ve done more than survive it though, you’ve always kept your cool. 

An air of calm in crazy times, an anchor for the school. 
Your communication has been hailed by parents and staff alike 

Helping all to see the way through every COVID spike. 
You are a great encourager and leader of the team, 

Nothing seems to ruffle you, you always seem serene. 
We’re thankful for the time you gave to help us through this year, 

We think back now with thankfulness as your end with us draws near. 
We’ll miss you when you leave us, you’ve been a top rate Head, 
We know though that your legacy will stand us in good stead. 

A year of challenge, ups and downs, you’ve surely passed the test, 
Thank you for the time you gave we hope now you can rest! 

 
 

An Anonymous Member of Staff 

 

 

 



 HELLO FROM AUSTRALIA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

 

 

Isobel Romero-Shaw is a Moorlands Infants and Juniors alumnus.  Isobel has many fond memories of 
Moorlands and enjoyed attending lunchtime Creative Writing and Science clubs. After Moorlands, Isobel 
went to Ralph Allen for secondary school, where she studied Fine Art, English Literature and Physics for 
her A-Levels. She went on to do her undergraduate Master’s degree in Physics at the University of Bir-
mingham. She is now undertaking a PhD in astrophysics at Monash University in Melbourne, Australia!  

Isobel has recently published and illustrated a children’s book that combines all three of her A-Level 
subjects, called “Planetymology: why Uranus is not called George and other facts about space and 
words”. It’s an illustrated introduction to the etymology – the evolution and origins of words – in the 
context of astronomy, introducing the inhabitants of the Solar System both as characters from Roman 
and Greek mythology, and as exotic worlds with alien characteristics.  

Planetymology is available to buy at www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08JKVMX3Y, and for more information 
about the book, head to this interview with Isobel: spaceaustralia.com/index.php/news/whats-planets-
name 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas from the PTA 
 
Fundraising 
Thank you everyone for your support with our fundraising activities this term.  We have  raised well 
over £1,000 which has paid for the Christmas pantomime, Christmas trees, welly racks for Reception 
and YR1, among other things. 
 
The Big PTA Raffle 2020 
We’ve just been told that someone from Moorlands won the final £5,000 prize for the PTA Big Raf-
fle.  This is amazing news just in time for Christmas.  Congratulations whoever you are! 

Our New Website 
Please sign up to our new website if you haven’t already done so: www.pta-events.co.uk/msf. This 
will become the primary way the PTA will communicate with the school community, including via 
regular newsletters.  
 
We encourage every parent and carer of a Moorlands child to sign up using this link - it is easy, we 
promise! Once you create an account, you will find details of PTA events, who’s who on the commit-
tee, and lots of ways to get involved.   
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08JKVMX3Y
https://spaceaustralia.com/index.php/news/whats-planets-name
https://spaceaustralia.com/index.php/news/whats-planets-name
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/msf


 

COVID-19 - important information for parents and carers 

Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has any of the following: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough 

a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste 

 

Check the NHS website if you have symptoms 

Definition of a household 

 

one person living alone 

a group of people (who may or may not be related) living at the same address and who share cooking 
facilities, bathrooms or toilets and/or living areas 

a support bubble 

 

If you have COVID-19 symptoms or have received a positive test result 

 
Stay at home and begin to self-isolate for 10 days from when your symptoms start. Arrange to have 
a test for COVID-19 if you have not already had one. The result of the test will determine how long you 
and your household must stay at home and self-isolate. 

 
You and your household should stay at home while you are waiting for a home test kit or a test site ap-
pointment and the result. 

 
A positive test result means you must complete a 10-day isolation period. 

 
If you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 

 
Stay at home for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day the first person in your household de-
veloped symptoms or, if they do not have symptoms, from the day their test was taken. 

 
If you do not have symptoms of COVID-19 yourself, you do not need a test. Only arrange a test if 
you develop COVID-19 symptoms. 

 
If you live with other people, it can be confusing knowing what to do if more than one of you get COVID
-19 symptoms. This simple illustration below explains how long members of the same household need 
to self-isolate for, if someone in the household develops COVID-19 symptoms and other people subse-
quently go on to also develop symptoms or not. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-support-bubble-with-another-household
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms


 
 

 
 
 
Financial Support 

 
Information on financial help to self-isolate can be found on our website here; 

 
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-and-advice/apply-test-and-trace-support-
payment 

 

 
 
 

 

https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-and-advice/apply-test-and-trace-support-payment
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-and-advice/apply-test-and-trace-support-payment


  Start: Finish: Days: INSET: 

  
TERM 1 

Tuesday 1 
September 
2020 
  

Friday 23 Octo-
ber 2020 

39 Days 
  

Tuesday 1
st

  
September 2020 
  
Wednesday 2

nd
 

September 
  

TERM 2 Monday 2 No-
vember 2020 
  

Friday 18 De-
cember 2020 

35 Days 
  

  

TERM 3 Monday 4 Jan-
uary 2021 
  

Friday 12 Febru-
ary 2021 

30 Days 
  

Monday 4
th

  
January 2021 

TERM 4 Monday 22 
February 2021 
  

Thursday 1 
April 2021 

29 Days 
  

Monday 22
nd

  
February 2021 

TERM 5 Monday 19 
April 2021 
  

Friday 28 May 
2021 

30 Days 
  

Friday 30
th

  
April 2021 

TERM 6 Monday 7June 
2021 
  

Wednesday 21 
July 2021 

33 Days 
  

  

MOORLANDS SCHOOLS FEDERATION 
 

TERM DATES 
 

2020/2021 Academic Year 

  
  
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 
  
Fri 25 December 2020 Christmas Day 
Sat 26 December 2020 Boxing Day 
Sat 01 January 2021 New Year's Holiday 
Fri 02 April 2021 Good Friday 
Mon 05 April 2021 Easter Monday 
Mon 03 May 2021 May Day Bank Holiday 
Mon 31 May 2021 Spring Bank Holiday 


