
Greetings from Ms Pearson 

At the start of our third week with 
all the children back in school, it is 
a joy to write this with the sound 
of the children playing in the sun-
ny playground. We have hugely 
enjoyed the return to school and 
have been really proud of all the 
children for the way they have 
settled in so calmly. 
 
I’d like to extend huge thanks to 

the staff and children for the first two weeks. The way 
that calm and supportive routines have been established 
by staff and equally the way the children have responded 
has been brilliant. It was a pleasure to visit the classes on 
Friday and award certificates for children demonstrating 
our LEARN values; I think we had somebody representing 
every one of them! It was also great fun to see the chil-
dren in their bright colours and red noses to celebrate 
comic relief on Friday. We spent a lot of the day chuckling 
at all the brilliant jokes—I know the classes have all found 
it hard to pick a winner! Hopefully you will have had a 
chance to read some of the winning jokes on Class Dojo. 
Thank you to Mrs Chapman and our School Council for 
organising the day’s celebrations. 
 
On a rather less joyful note, as many of you will be aware, 
we have had a lot of contact from parents about the un-
acceptable traffic and parking situation around drop off 
and collection times. We have seen some of the inconsid-
erate and dangerous behaviour of some drivers using the 
roads around school and would implore our parent com-
munity to use other means of travel as much as possible. 
We have had presence from the local PCSOs who will con-
tinue to monitor the situation, talk to people who are 
driving or parking dangerously and/or illegally and will 
issue penalty notices where necessary. Please read the 
section of this newsletter about the ‘Five Minute Bubble’ 
and let’s see how many children we can get doing ‘active 
travel’! 
 
Do have a look at the page in this newsletter from our 
wonderful PTA! They have the third (and final!) lockdown 
quiz night coming up this Friday, 26 March. The last one 
was huge fun and it would be great to see lots of parents 
there. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Katy Pearson 

Acting Headteacher 
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Comic Relief 

A huge thank you to our whole school community 
for the tremendous support shown for Comic Relief 
this year. There were some brilliantly bright outfits 
and lot of red noses evident on Friday! Families 
were very generous with donations and, while the 
total amount raised is still being counted, we can 
certainly be proud as a school community of the 
contribution that we have made to a very worthy 
cause. The joke competition was brilliantly support-
ed and spread a lot of laughter around the school. 

Special thanks must go to our School Council who 
organised the day’s celebrations. Even when the 
school was closed, Mrs Chapman arranged a special 
Zoom meeting for the School Council members to 
get together and organise how the school could cel-
ebrate the day this year. They pulled the ideas to-
gether quickly and got the whole school involved. I  
know they will have had so much fun judging the 
winning jokes! 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 



Road Safety and our 5 minute bubble 

 

We all want children at Moorlands to be safe on their way to and from 
school. One of the key ways we can support this as a school  
community is to try to reduce the amount of traffic around school. 

We are asking all families to support our efforts to do this by: 

 Walking, cycling and scooting to school 

 Where you have to use the car, parking 5 minutes away and walking 

Making this small change will have a really positive impact on our situation, 
which is genuinely dangerous at the moment and has the potential to cause 
a serious accident. Please think carefully about whether you need to drive to 
school and, if you do, what you can do to keep our children safe. 

In school, we are exploring lots of ways to encourage active travel and will continue to call on the support of our 
local council and police to ensure the safety of children around our school. 

Mr Cainen and Miss Kennard 

Important Dates 

Parent and carer consultation evenings will take place on  

Tuesday 27 April and Thursday 29 April  

(in the second week of Term 5).  

We anticipate these will take place remotely.  

More details to follow. 

Additionally in week 2, please note that our  

INSET day is on Friday 30 April and the  

May Day bank holiday is on Monday 3 May.  

We hope you can take advantage of the long weekend! 



British Science Week at Moorlands 

At Moorlands this week, we have been celebrating Science! Our theme for this year’s British Science Week has 
been ‘Be Inspired by Science’.  

Each class, from Reception all the way up to Year 6, have taken part in a Science project or experiment linked to 
their learning this term. In the infant building, Ladybirds and Bumblebees found out how we can filter dirty water, 
Dragonflies and Butterflies designed a shelter for a human on Mars, thinking about the materials that they would 
have to use to protect the human, Hedgehogs and Squirrels looked closely at plants, and what they need to survive. 
In the junior building, Kingfishers and Woodpeckers learnt about how water and the other elements can impact 
rock, Foxes and Otters looked at the effects of different liquids on tooth enamel, Owls and Kestrels investigated air 
resistance, gravity and streamlining to launch our own rockets, and Merlins and Ospreys looked into how much 
electricity our school uses, and considered ways to reduce this. 

Each year group also studied a diverse scientific figure. At Moorlands, we are committed to continuing to  
develop our curriculum to ensure it is diverse and inclusive to reflect the world we live in.  

I have been so impressed by the enthusiasm of the children during 

British Science Week. Our children have been asking ‘how’ and 

‘why’ questions to deepen their understanding, considered fair 

testing and worked in teams. Everyone has also ‘Engaged and  

Enjoyed’, ‘Achieved their Best’ and ‘Never Given Up’.  

Miss Bone 

Science Subject Leader 

British Science Week: Year 5 Rocket Day 

On Thursday 18th March, Year 5 had a Science day, and 

learnt about air resistance, gravity and air pressure. We 

talked about streamlining and the things we could do to 

make our rockets go as high as possible. 

Each team designed and made their own rocket, before we 

came together on the playground to watch everyone’s rock-

ets launch! Everyone from both classes cheered each other 

on, encouraged the Year 5 teachers whilst we pumped the 

rockets, and celebrated each others’ rockets. 

We had some brilliant discussions and did some fantastic 

teamwork! Thank you so much for a fantastic day, Year 5!  

We hope it left you feeling inspired by science! 

Miss Bone & Miss Moore 

Year 5 Teachers 



Outdoor Learning: What’s Under Your Feet? 

As part of Science Week, Year 5 and 6 classes took part in a citi-

zen science project called ‘ What’s under your feet?’  The  

project is run by The Pod and the British Trust for Ornithology, 

and is looking into the effects of climate change on UK popula-

tions through surveying soil invertebrates.  The children dug a 

30x30cm plot at the edge of the playing field and then counted 

and measured the number of worms found, as well as other  

invertebrates.  The children worked really hard and didn’t mind 

getting their hands dirty!  

Ms Rhodes 

Outdoor Learning Teacher 

Opportunity to take part in a STEM resource survey 

Following on from British Science Week, as part of our drive to promote lifelong learning, be involved in up to date 

education research and promote an interest in engineering for all, we are pleased to share this invitation from a 

University of Bath student: 

I am a final year student from the University of Bath working in collaboration with the Royal Academy of Engineer-

ing to create online learning resources to teach how human movement is underpinned by engineering principles. 

This project aims to encapsulate the ethos that engineering is for everyone! 

I am seeking feedback from KS2 children on a resource pack I have created on the topic “Levers in the Human Body”. 

I would be very grateful if you could circulate this message to the parents of KS2 children and encourage them to 

take part in the survey. 

It would involve answering some short questions, watching an animation and doing a fun activity at home or in 

the garden. Overall, this should take around 30 minutes and should be a fun and interactive way to learn something 

new. The study has been passed by the University Ethics Committee with the necessary consent and assent forms 

within the online survey. 

If you would like any further information about this, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Further information can be 

found on the first page of the survey. Link to online survey: https://bathreg.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/ratlab   

(I would really appreciate if the survey could be completed ASAP) 

Many thanks 

Georgina Beardsmore  

gb616@bath.ac.uk 

https://bathreg.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/ratlab


PTA PAGE 
LOCKDOWN QUIZ PART III 
 
The PTA lockdown quiz is back for one last showdown on Friday 26 March.  There’ll be ques-
tions, prizes and the return of Quizmaster Tom!  Kick off is 8pm and you can form a team of up 
to six people with anyone in or outside your household.  Questions will be family friendly, and 
children are welcome but the quiz is primarily for the grown-ups (estimated finish time 
10:30pm).  
 
Book your tickets online at www.pta-events.co.uk/msf - just £5 per person with funds going to 
support out children’s learning and enjoyment now they’re back in school 
 

 
 
SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 
 
We have a large amount of second-hand uniform that is available for purchase at £1 an item if 
you need to stock up for the summer term.  We have plenty of Moorlands burgundy items in 
most sizes (low stock in the largest sizes) and also lots of grey dresses, skirts, trousers and 
shorts. If you need something, simply send an email to moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com and let 
us know what you need and we will do our best to find it for you and leave it at the office for 
you to collect.     

 
TREASURE HUNT TRAIL 
 
Thanks to everyone who took part in the PTA Treasure Hunt Trail.  We 
hope you enjoyed it and it added variety to your lockdown walk.  
 
We are pleased to announce the winners are: 
 
First Prize: Jake, Yr 6 Merlin (left) 
Runner up 1: Alice, Yr 4 Otter 
Runner up 2: Lottie, Yr 6 Osprey 
 

You should receive the answers for the Trail by email, but drop us an email if you want a copy. 
 
READ OUR NEWSLETTER for more information about what your PTA has been up to 
and how you can get involved: https://sway.office.com/Nj7GaymdAv64AeTG?ref=Link 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/msf
mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com
https://sway.office.com/Nj7GaymdAv64AeTG?ref=Link


Keeping everyone safe 

The children have been great at following our routines in school such 

as operating in bubbles and washing hands more frequently to keep 

safe. We are grateful to families as well for following all relevant  

guidance to keep our whole community as safe as possible as well. 

Please continue to follow guidance on handwashing, using face  

coverings and maintaining social distance. Thank you. 

Lateral Flow Testing 

Just a reminder as well that rapid Lateral Flow Testing is available for  

households with primary-aged pupils i.e. parents and carers. 

 

Please see more details and link to DfE guidance below. 

From 5 March 2021, updated Government guidance states that if you are a member of a household, 

childcare bubble or support bubble of primary/secondary or college pupils or in a household/bubble with 

staff who work in a primary/secondary school or college you can get a twice-weekly test: 

- through your employer if they offer testing to employees 

- at a local test site 

- by collecting a home test kit from a test site 

- by ordering a home test kit online 

This is voluntary and primary-aged pupils are not being tested at this time. 

 

More info from the DfE can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-

and-staff 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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MOORLANDS SCHOOLS FEDERATION 
 

TERM DATES 
 

2020/2021 Academic Year 

  
  
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 
  
Fri 25 December 2020 Christmas Day 
Sat 26 December 2020 Boxing Day 
Sat 01 January 2021 New Year's Holiday 
Fri 02 April 2021 Good Friday 
Mon 05 April 2021 Easter Monday 
Mon 03 May 2021 May Day Bank Holiday 
Mon 31 May 2021 Spring Bank Holiday 

We are following BANES holiday dates for next academic year 2021-2022.  

We are just confirming the INSET dates and will publish them asap. 


