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Everything you need to 

know about your child 

starting school at Moorlands 

Schools Federation 
 

Moorlands Federation is a member of The  Partnership Trust 

(thepartnershiptrust.co.uk), which is a multi-academy trust. 
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We're pleased to meet you! 
 

“Moorlands Schools Federation comprises two community schools, Moorlands 

Infant School and Moorlands Junior School.  We believe our schools are a very 

special place for learners of all ages.  Our Federation occupies a green and 

leafy learning campus in the city of Bath.  We offer children who come to our 

schools a vibrant, friendly, fun and purposeful community where they can 

experience our vision of “space to grow for any tomorrow.” 

 

At Moorlands Schools Federation, we pride ourselves on developing high 

quality relationships and take our responsibility for educating children very 

seriously.   With a team of enthusiastic, hardworking, skilled staff and governors 

we focus on developing the ‘whole child’.  We feel privileged to be involved 

in the lives of the children that come to our schools and work hard to ensure 

that all children are given the widest range of opportunities possible. 

 

Learning is at the heart of all we do so that our children develop the personal, 

social and emotional qualities as well as all the knowledge and skills they will 

need, not only now but also for the rest of their lives.  At Moorlands, we 

encourage the children to think about what their contribution will be in the 

world and how they will try to make a difference as responsible and engaged 

members of the schools’ community, as well as citizens of the world. 

 

We hope you find this pack answers your questions but if you would like further 

information, please do contact us. 

 

 

Kind regards,  

Miss Hannah Maggs              Ms Katy Pearson 

Acting Executive Head Teacher   Acting  Head Teacher 
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What does it mean to be a 

federated school? 
 

A federation is where a number of schools come together under one 

governing body. The schools’ individual governing bodies are disbanded and 

a new single over-arching governing body is formed. This becomes the 

accountable body for all the schools and sets the strategic direction for the 

group.   

 

Our academy status… 
 

Moorlands Schools Federation joined The Partnership Trust in  2017. The Trust is 

a multi-academy trust and is committed to providing an outstanding 

education for all their pupils by focusing on every child and their individual 

progress and attainment. 

 

Through Fosse Way School, the Trust is designated as a National Support 

School, a Teaching School and Sponsor School. These designations enable the 

Trust to provide high quality professional development and support to more 

than 100 schools across the region. 

 

More information about the Trust can be found on their website: 

 

thepartnershiptrust.co.uk 

 

 

 

file:///E:/Moorlands/2020-2021/Leadership/Letters/thepartnershiptrust.co.uk


Page 4 of 16 
 

Early Years 

Foundation Stage 

Curriculum 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is 

a framework for children from birth to the 

age of 5. Children in Foundation Stage 

(commonly known as Reception) at 

Moorlands Schools Federation are 

experiencing their final year of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum.  

 

There are four themes that underpin the Early Years Foundation Stage 

Curriculum. 

 

 

Learning and development  
 

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating 

their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.  

 

These are:  

Communication and Language  

Physical Development  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Literacy  

Mathematics  

Understanding the World  

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

These 7 areas will be used to plan your child’s learning and activities.  At the 

end of the Foundation Stage, teachers will assess your child’s attainment 

against the Early Learning Goals which are directly linked to the 7 areas of 

learning and development.  
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Key people and classes 

 

Our reception classes are called Ladybirds and Bumblebees, each with two 

key people - a teacher and teaching assistant.  

Key people:  

 are your first contact point for any questions about your child’s 

experiences at school 

 help ensure that your child’s learning and care is tailored to meet his/her 

individual needs 

 seek to engage and support parents and/or carers in guiding your child’s 

development at home 

 help you to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate 

 

In July, you will receive a postcard letting you know which class your child will 

be in. Our two classes work very closely together and spend most of their day 

using all areas of our shared space. Your child will get to know all the Early 

Years (Reception) staff very well and will be taught by each of them at some 

point during their first year at school.   
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Learning through play…  
 

Play underpins the Early Years Foundation Stage and all aspects of children’s 

development. Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions 

and creativity, social and intellectual skills.  

 

 

For most children play is natural and 

spontaneous although some children may need 

extra guidance from adults.  

 

Play takes place indoors and outdoors and it is 

in these different environments that children 

explore and discover their immediate world.  

 

Children practise new ideas and skills, take risks, 

show imagination and solve problems on their 

own or with others.  

 

 

 

The role that adults have is crucial. 

Adults provide time, space and 

resources. These might include clothes, 

boxes, buckets, blankets that will inspire 

play and fire children’s imaginations.  

 

 

Adults observe children’s play and join 

in, watching and listening before 

intervening. They value play and 

provide safe but challenging 

environments that support and extend 

learning and development.  

 

In addition to the wide range of play 

based opportunities planned by your 

child’s class teacher, the children will 

also take part in small group activities 

at various times throughout the day.  
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Working together  
 

Our primary aim is that your child is settled and happy at school. When 

parents/carers and teachers work together there is a positive impact on 

children’s learning and development. Please do chat to staff at the end of the 

school day if you have any questions - often things are quickly sorted and 

queries answered.  

 

Teachers will provide guidance on 

how you can support the 

development of your child’s 

academic skills at home in their 

termly curriculum overviews and in 

some optional ‘home learning’ 

activities.  

 

Whilst your child will practise 

reading regularly at school as part 

of our ‘Reading Time’, there is an 

expectation that all families will 

share books and stories frequently 

at home.  

 

To help with school and home communication, we will also update our Class 

Dojo feed. This is an online platform, you will receive login details for this in 

September. On Class Dojo, you will find the latest news and photos of what 

the children have been learning. You can also message your class teacher if 

needed.  

Special Educational Needs  

If you know that your child has additional needs, please talk to your child’s 

current setting to ensure that the correct information is passed onto us at 

school.  

Please also make sure your child’s class teacher is aware of your child’s needs 

as part of their transition into school.  

Class teachers will talk to you if they have any concerns about your child’s 

development. All children typically require additional support for a range of 

different things, so it is not something to worry about if this happens.  
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Attendance  

If your child cannot attend school, please notify the school by telephone on 

the first day of absence. If the school does not hear from a parent or carer by 

9.30am, they will text or ring for a reason for the absence.  

The school believes regular attendance at school is paramount for a child’s 

learning journey. Please note that if your child has been suffering from sickness 

or diarrhoea, they need to remain off school for 48 hours after the last episode 

of sickness or diarrhoea.  

The Department for Education guidance to schools states that leave should 

not be granted in term time unless exceptional circumstances apply, such as 

to attend the funeral of a close family relative. Under no circumstances will 

leave be authorised for family holiday during term time. Any requests for leave 

must be made in writing. A form for this purpose is available from the office.  

Which forms do I need to return to 

school? 
 

To help us ensure a smooth start for your child, please make sure you have 

returned the ‘Pupil Registration Form’ to school. You will receive another email 

with additional forms such as our ‘lunchtime’ and ‘free school meals’ forms. 

Please look out for this email and send back any additional information that is 

required.  
We will need to see your child’s birth certificate but please leave this until September (we 

need to see the original but you do not need to leave it with us).  
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Induction Timetable  
 

Please find the details below to explain our settling in period to help support 

your child’s transition to school.    
 

Date Event Purpose 

7th June  

and through the 

summer term 

A member of the EYFS team to 

begin contacting and or 

visiting preschool and nursery 

settings. 

To gather information from your child’s 

Key Person. 

Thursday 10th June 

 

Induction meeting. 

 

To give you the chance to hear more 

about Moorlands school and ask any 

questions you might have about your 

child starting school. Explaining how to 

book onto stay and play sessions.  

 

Wednesday 30th 

June  

PM ONLY 

 

Thursday 1st July 

and 

Friday 2nd July 

All day 

 

Stay and play sessions following 

COVID-19 guidance. 

 

Use the online school booking form 

to book a slot for 2 stay and play 

sessions.  

To give your child a chance to visit the 

school and meet and play with some 

other children who will be in their 

cohort.  

Wednesday 14th 

July 

@ 10:00-11:00 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic! 

 

CANCELLED and rebooked for: 

 

Friday 1st October 2021  

Due to the new government restrictions 

we will be having a picnic on  

Friday 1st October 2021  

Celebrating your child’s first full week in 

school. 

Monday 19th July A letter confirming your child’s 

class along with a postcard for 

your child. 

To inform families of their child’s class 

(Bumblebees or Ladybirds). 

 

To provide information on how to sign 

up for parent /carer and  

child meetings. 

 

This will also detail whether your child 

will be in the AM or PM sessions  

(see dates below explaining AM and 

PM sessions). 

 

From  

Monday 19th July 

Use the online school booking form 

to book a slot for parent / carer 

and child meeting for September. 

A 20 minute meeting before your child 

officially starts school in September to 

enable one to one time with your child 

and our EYFS team whilst your child’s 

class teacher and parent /carer can 

have an informal chat. 
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When will your child start school?  

 

Thursday 2nd September INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

 

Friday 3rd September INSET DAY (school closed to children) 

Monday 6th - Friday 10th 

September  
 

Parent /carer and Child Meetings  

Only 1 parent / carer and your child will attend Moorlands 

where your child can spend time in the classroom 

environment, playing with a member of staff. You can talk 

to your child’s class teacher to discuss any last minute 

questions and where we, as class teachers, can give 1:1 

information about the forthcoming weeks in EYFS. 

Monday 13th - Friday 17th 

September  

AM OR PM sessions 

Your child will attend school 

either in the morning or 

afternoon for 1 week to enable 

a supportive transition into 

school in smaller groups.  

This will then change the 

following week, where your 

child will attend school with 

their whole class.   

Half days - AM OR PM Sessions 

Children are put into 2 groups, group A or group B as 

stated on your child’s class letter delivered along with your 

child’s personal welcome postcard.  

Mornings (8:40am-11:15am)  

Children who are in Bumblebee class group A  

Children in Ladybird class group A 

Afternoons (1:00pm-3:15pm)  

Children in Bumblebee class group B 

Children in Ladybird class group B 

Monday 20th September – 

Friday 24th September 

AM and Lunch Time 

Your child will attend school 

with their whole class and stay 

until after lunch time.  

AM and Lunch Time  

Classroom doors are open from 8:35am  

All children should be in school no later than 8.55am when 

the register is taken.  

Pick up is at 1:30pm 

Monday 27th September 

Full time 

Full time  

All children in school full time  

8:35am – 3:15pm 
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Some quick answers...  
Toys  

Children should not bring toys to school as they can be easily lost causing 

unnecessary upset. Sometimes, we may ask for things to be brought to school 

(for example a photo or a special object) and on those occasions we will 

provide somewhere safe to store them. If your child needs a comforter when 

they start school, please let us know what they will bring. Their comforter will 

stay in their school book bag during their time at school. 

Snacks  

We are a ‘healthy school’ and children are given the choice of a free piece 

of fresh fruit or vegetable during the morning. Therefore, your child will not 

need to bring in a snack to school.  

Children will also have milk during the morning which is provided free of 

charge until your child is 5 years old.  Once your child reaches 5 years old you 

will receive notification directly from the milk service with an option to 

purchase. 

Water Bottles  

Please send your child to school each day with a clearly named bottle filled 

with water. It is surprising how many children have the same water bottle so 

please make sure your child can easily identify their bottle. Your child will have 

free access to this throughout the day. Please only fill the bottle with water.   

Allergies 

We have a policy of no nuts, kiwi or pineapple in school. Please make sure we 

know if your child has any allergies on your child’s registration form. 

 

Birthday Treats  

As there are children in school with allergies, we must ask that cakes and 

sweets are not brought in for birthdays or other occasions.  
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Spare clothes 

We recommend a pair of socks and pants and spare trousers or skirt (these 

can be kept in school, in case of accidents.)  

Please ensure that all items of clothing, including shoes, 

and other belongings have a name label. Unlabelled 

clothes waste an enormous amount of teaching time and 

cause a great deal of frustration to families.  

Using the outdoor environment is an integral part of the 

children’s learning in Reception. We ask that all children bring 

in a pair of wellington boots, clearly named, which can remain 

in school. Painting aprons will not be needed as we provide 

them.  

 

Book Bags  

A book bag is essential from the day that your child starts school. Not only is it 

used to protect reading and library books when your child brings them home 

but also to send messages or letters from and to school.  

Any correspondence for school can be put into the white post boxes located 

inside the classroom or handed to the school office. It would be helpful if you 

could also check your child’s book bag daily as we will also use it to pass 

information to you.  

Book bags should be clearly named and may have a keyring to help your 

child recognise their own book bag.  

ParentPay 

ParentPay is used for payment of school trips and events.  You will be issued 

with a log-in during Term 1. 

 

School times  

The school day starts at 8:50am (doors open at 8:35am) and ends at 3:15pm. 

For your child’s safety we ask that you inform us of who will be collecting them 

if it is to be different from normal. Please call the office to let them know or 

message your child’s class teacher the day before detailing this change.  

 



Page 13 of 16 
 

Bringing your child to school  

We value our partnership with parents /carers and encourage you to ensure 

your child is settled and happy as they start the school day. Parents will drop 

the children off at the main infant entrance and they will come into the 

building independently. They will have some routine jobs to do in the 

classroom when they arrive such as putting their book bag into a box, putting 

their water bottle into a tray and joining in a story or singing.  

Once you know that your child is happy, we would kindly ask that you leave 

them to begin the school day. Experience shows us that even when children 

are a little upset at the door, they quickly settle. If we have any concerns 

about how well they are settling, we will talk to you about this.  

End of The School Day  

Please wait at the main infant entrance to collect your child. We will see which 

parents /carers are waiting and bring each child out in turn. We will be 

available to talk once the children are dismissed so please feel free to wait 

around in a safe location. As a reminder, the grassy area by the school’s 

boundaries is an out of bounds area that should not be walked on; please 

keep to the designated path.  

 

Sleep 

By the time children are four years old the NHS says they need at least 11 and 

a half hours sleep a night. This will be especially important when they start 

school. Time at school will be tiring as the children are constantly learning and 

remembering new things e.g. names, where to find things, school rules etc. 

Children who come to school refreshed and well rested are more ready to 

learn new things and will be more resilient to new challenges.  
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Reading  

Sharing books with your child is very important. If you have not already done 

so, please consider joining a public library.  When the children are settled we 

will begin sending home school reading books and a reading diary.  

Reading is the key focus for home learning. We strongly recommend that you 

read with your child daily. This may be a story at bed time, a story during 

breakfast or a made up story on your journey into school.  

Please make sure your child keeps their school reading book and reading 

diary in their book bag every day. The school reading book will have a white 

label saying: ‘I can read this book myself’. This book will be changed by a 

teacher in school once a week.  

There will be additional boxes where your child can choose new books each 

morning. Feel free to remind your child to swap books as often as you can 

from these additional boxes. These books maybe above or below your child’s 

reading ability. These books are chosen by the children independently, to 

encourage reading for pleasure. You may need to support your child when 

reading these books. Hopefully, you can enjoy reading them together. 

Letter formation 

When learning to write the children will be taught to start all lower case letters 

on the line. For example: 

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o 
p q r s t u v w x y z 

 

Number formation 

 

Children will be taught to write numbers like this… 

 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
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Parent / carer helpers  
Helpers are most welcome in school. They must have a Disclosure and Barring 

Service (DBS) check. Please speak to a member of the school office for further 

details.  

Parent / carer consultations 

You will have the opportunity to meet formally with your child’s class teacher 

at least twice during the year. However, we have an open door policy so if 

you require additional meetings please speak to your child’s class teacher to 

arrange this.   

 

What can I do over the summer to help my child be ready for school? 

 

During the summer you can help your child most by talking positively with them 

about starting school. Children take their lead from the adults around them so 

if you are talking about school in a positive way, your children will feel more 

confident and happy about it.  

 

Here are some suggested ideas to try with your child during the summer. Feel 

free to show any activities you’ve completed when you start school so we can 

celebrate all the things they’ve been doing!  

 

 Dress myself in the morning 

 Sing five new nursery rhymes which I have learnt this summer 

 Recognise my name when it’s on my clothes or toys 

 Do something fun with someone who will be in my class 

 Visit the library and borrow some books that I haven’t read before 

 Listen to and retell a favourite bedtime story  

 Tell a family member or friend about what I did on over the summer 

holidays 

 Go for a long walk and spot numbers and amounts as I go. For example, 

you may spot the number ‘3’ on a sign. Or you may be able to count 3 

dogs walking by. You can spot numbers and amounts in lots of different 

ways 

 

These ideas are a great way to encourage independence as well as helping 

inspire a love of learning!  

 

We hope you are looking forward to September just as much as we are!    

 

From Miss Kennard and the EYFS team 
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Overview 
 

- Please make sure your child’s registration form is returned to the school 

office.  

 

- Please clearly look over and pencil in all diary dates (including the weeks 

in which September’s events will be happening).  

 

- AM and PM sessions will be confirmed by post.  

 

- Parent / carer and child meetings and stay and play sessions are to be 

booked via our online booking system. You will be sent information on 

how to book these appointments. If you have any difficulty then please 

contact the school office.  

 

- Feel free to use the school’s website for further information.  

 

 

Contact Details 
 

Acting Head Teacher: Ms Katy Pearson 

 

Executive Head Teacher (from September): Miss Louisa Sellars 

 

Correspondence address:   

 

Moorlands Schools Federation, Chantry Mead Road, Bath, BA2 2DE 

 

Email: office@moorlands-school.com 

 

Telephone: 01225 421912 

  

Website: http://moorlands-school.org/ 

 

Website link for EYFS induction information: http://moorlands-school.org/eyfs-

induction-2020/ 

 

June 2021 

http://moorlands-school.org/
http://moorlands-school.org/eyfs-induction-2020/
http://moorlands-school.org/eyfs-induction-2020/

