
Greetings from Miss Sellars 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to the final Fed Times of 
this first Autumn term and what a 
wonderful term it has been. I feel so 
lucky to be part of this wonderful 
school and its community.  

 

We finished the term today looking 
resplendent in red to 'Show Racism 
the RED card'. Show Racism the Red 
Card is the UK’s largest anti-racism 
educational charity. At its heart is 
the belief that education is an effec-
tive strategy in challenging racism in 
society. We were proud to wear red 
in support today. 

 

On Friday of last week, I had the 
pleasure of watching 250 local pri-
mary school children, including pu-
pils from Moorlands,  perform in the 
world premiere of Stardust at Bath 
Abbey. Stardust was commissioned 
by the Voices for Life charity based 
on a belief that children can over-
come challenges when they have 
hopes, dreams and aspirations. The 
performance was 
stunning and show-
cased 12 weeks of in-
credibly hard work by 
all involved. 

 

 

22 October  2021 

Oct Black History Month 

22nd Open day for 2022 EYFS 

22nd Wear red for Show Racism the 
Red Card 

22nd End of Term 1 
Litter Pick 3.25pm 
 

Nov  

1st  Start of Term 2  
 

2nd Open day for  2022 EYFS 

19th Y6 Lifeskills trip 

26th Litter Pick  3.25pm 

Dec  

15th Flu Vaccinations 

16th Christmas Carol Service—St 
Luke’s Church 

17 End of Term 2 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, 
please be considerate of the local residents 
and ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag 
lines, on the pavement or driveways. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

 on the infant driveway 

 in the First Steps nursery car park 

 in Baskervilles car park. 



It has also been an incredibly busy sporting week. You can read a 
full match report on the Netball later on in this edition. Our Cross
-Country team also took part in an event involving 10 schools 
from across B&NES with roughly 60 children in each race. Watch 
out for more information in our next Fed Times. Well done to our 
sporting superstars. 

 

We have also held the first two of our EYFS Open Days to show-
case Moorlands to prospective parents, who are making the im-
portant decision of where to start their child's school journey. It is 
always exciting to show visitors around the school and its exten-
sive grounds but they looked particularly magnificent in all their 
Autumn glory today. A huge thank-you to the parent community, 
who alongside our site team and the grounds contractors, have 
done a wonderful job sprucing up our grounds. The marvellous 
welly racks were also admired by us all. Whilst the tours had to be 
held exclusively outside the school buildings,  due to current re-
strictions, Mr Cainen, Ms Pearson and myself felt we were able to 
capture the heart of Moorlands and all it has to offer.  Thanks to 
everyone for their involvement in making these tours a success. 

 

Finally, it was with sadness that we said good bye to Sally Hand-
ley this week, who had worked with us since January 2020. Sally 
demonstrated hard work, dedication and commitment to our 
Moorlands family in all that she did. We will miss her infectious 
sense of fun and wish her well in the next exciting chapter of her 
journey. 

 

Have a fabulous half term enjoying all the wonderful things that 
crisp October days bring us and I look forward to welcoming you 
back safe and sound in November. 

 

Kind regards  

  

Louisa Sellars  

Executive Headteacher  

  



Did you know you may qualify your Primary School for £1,345 worth of Pupil 

Premium Funding if you are entitled to benefit related free school meals?    

If you think you may be entitled, please ask for further information at recep-

tion or check online at www.bathnes.gov.uk and search free school meals to 

see eligible benefits.  

Apply online at  https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals or you 

can contact The Free School Meal Team on 01225 394317 to check your enti-

tlement (if you leave a message we will call you back). All that is needed is 

your National Insurance Number, date of birth and your surname.  

You can still apply for benefit related free school meals  

while receiving universal infant free school meals.                                                                          

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the office absence line  
only: 01225 421912, Option 1. 

Please report absence by 9.30am with details of your child’s  
symptoms. Please do not use Class Dojo to communicate  
absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. You may drop 
off between 8:35am and 8:45am.  

Free School Meals (Benefit Related) in Bath & North East Somerset  

The school day starts at 8:45am and finishes at 3:15pm. 

 

For drop off: all gates on site will be open from 8:35am to give enough 

time for all children to be in class by 8:45am. The register will be taken 

between 8.45am - 8.50am, and lessons will start at 8.50am. Gates will be 

closed from 8:45am. 

For collection: all gates will open at 3:10pm so that all children can be 

collected promptly at 3:15pm. At 3:20pm, gates will be closed and  

children who have not been collected will be taken to the main school  

office. 

Many thanks for your support. 

School day timings 

http://www.bathnes.gov.uk
https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals






Acting out the Great Fire of London 

This term we have been learning about The Great Fire of London.  We 
used sticks and ribbons to act out and dance to show how the fire had 
started and spread as well as how they tried to put it out. 

We had so much fun making them as a year group and listening to music 
to help us imagine the different events of the Great Fire. 

 

Here we are making the fire, water and smoke sticks. 

 

 

These are our performances using the sticks.  A huge thank you to the 
PTA for the funds to make fire, water and smoke sticks.   

It has been wonderful seeing the enthusiasm they have shown this term 
as well as their hard work.  Well done! 

Year 2 Team : Mrs Clark, Mrs Fairweather and Mrs Walker 

Year 2—The Great Fire of London 



 
Year 5 have been learning all about newspaper reports this term. This has 

linked into their topic, and their class novel, Wonder, by R J Palacio.  

They have spent the last few weeks learning all the tricks of the  

newspaper trade and writing and editing a variety of newspaper reports. 

Their learning was brought to life on Thursday with a visit from the  

parents of Eleanor, in Kestrel Class.  

Richard and Charlotte are both journalists and gave a fascinating insight 

into what the job of a journalist really entails. They talked to both Y5 

classes and described in detail what they both do. Richard has been lucky 

enough to interview several famous people, including “Luke Skywalker” 

and Matt Damon. The Star Wars fans in the class were very impressed. He 

has written about famous movies and films, especially the science fiction 

genre, and talked to the class about the importance of keeping to dead-

lines and keeping questions relevant and open–ended. Charlotte is an 

editor now, and since this is a skill we are teaching the children, she gave 

valuable insight into the importance of checking work for punctuation 

and spelling, and also making sure the quantity of words used in a report 

is accurate, due to space constraints. 

The children were fascinated by what they had to say. One remarked,  

”I want to do that when I am older!” Another said, “What an exciting way 

to spend the day.” 

It really makes a difference to have volunteers talk to the children about 

their skills – it shows them that everything is achievable - even getting 

the chance to interview the famous “Luke Skywalker” and Doctor Who.  

The Year 5 Team  - Mrs Lowe, Mrs Chapman & Mrs Trim 

 

Year 5 News 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This term, Year 6 were able to take part in a workshop from the charity, 
‘Stand Against Violence’. The workshop consisted of a range of activities, 
such as drama, creating masks that can be seen to hide true emotions 
and creating good friendship superheroes. 

As the topic was challenging and upsetting in some areas, we were both 

so proud of how Year 6 dealt with these topics maturely, openly and  

sensitively. 

Miss Moore and Miss Bone  

Year 6 

The Year One children have been working hard to learn stories off by heart 
this term. We have retold stories, made puppets, acted out traditional tales 
and even wrote our own story to share! The children particularly enjoyed the 
story of 'The Gingerbread Man' where we made masks, became authors of 
our own books and baked and decorated our own biscuits in the cookery 
room! Well done Year One!  

Miss Swift, Miss Betts, Mrs Waterhouse  and Mrs Boyce 

Year 1 News 



On Friday 24 September, a number of our Year 5 and 6 pupils visited 
Bath Forum to attend the ‘Wizards and Dragons’ session with the 
best-selling author of the ‘How to Train your Dragon’ and ‘Wizard of 
Once’ series, Cressida Cowell. This session was a part of the Bath 
Reads: Children’s Literature Festival. Between 24th September and 
3rd October, ‘The Children’s Literature Festival’ is held in countries 
across Europe with a vibrant array of talks and activities available for 
young people to celebrate books and reading. 

The children had an amazing afternoon listening to Cressida. They 
learnt how to speak some Dragon, listened to extracts from two of 
her stories and found out the three magic powers of reading. Her 
talk was really exciting and interactive - the atmosphere in the room 
was electric. I think she definitely inspired a lot of children to  
become writers and illustrators that afternoon. 

The afternoon was made even lovelier when one of the organisers 
complimented Moorlands as being the best behaved school in the 
audience. 

A big thank you to Curo and the Travis Perkins Community Pot for 
funding this visit through the Bath Reads Festival. We will also be 
getting a number of signed copies of Cressida’s books for our school 
library, as well as copies of the Supertato books signed by authors 
Paul Linnet and Sue Hendra.  

“Reading is magic… and magic is for everyone” – Cressida Cowell 

Suzanne Mandziuk 

Reading Lead 

An Afternoon with Author Cressida Cowell 



On Thursday 14th and Friday 15th October, 28 children from Year 4, 5 

and 6 took part in the World Premiere of the new Oratorio Stardust 

at Bath Abbey. The children have been rehearsing with Shean Bowers 

and Tessa Armstrong from the charity ‘Voices for Life’ since last year, 

and have spent their rehearsals learning to sing in a choir, as well as 

participating in wellbeing exercises.  

The concert was spectacular. The children overcame their nerves and 

stood on stage with six other local schools to perform to a full Bath 

Abbey! They performed with a live orchestra, were conducted by 

Shaun and received standing ovations for their fantastic performanc-

es. They were particularly excited to receive a standing ovation from 

Miss Sellars on Friday night! 

Huge thanks to Mrs Hebditch, Miss Merrett, Ms Pearson and Miss 

Sellars for helping out backstage on these nights and to parents/

carers of the children involved for being such a huge support.  

Many thanks, 

Miss Bone and Mr Cainen 

Music Co-ordinators 

Voices for Life: ‘Stardust’ 



Congratulations to Albert who won first place in the age 
group 4-5 in this year’s Firework Safety Poster Competition, 
organised by The Rotary Club of Bath and sponsored by the 
Bath Building Society. Albert was invited to the Guildhall in 
Bath and was presented a certificate by The Mayor of Bath 
(Councillor June Player). Well done Albert, we are very proud 
of your achievement!  

On Tuesday 19th October, Moorlands hosted Oldfield Park Junior School  
netball in the first round of the B&NES cup. For the Moorlands team, this was 
the first competitive game against another school and many of the players 
were feeling quite nervous. 

OPJS are always well drilled and it was soon clear that the teams were evenly 
matched. Moorlands’ passing and movement around the court was  
impressive. We showed good composure in attack and ball control and  
excellent marking skills in defence. Throughout the game Moorlands had 
dominance of possession, but OPJS were more effective at converting their 
shots into goals. Despite showing our strength, depth and versatility at being 
able to follow the rotation and play in the different positions, we lost 4-6. 
Well done to Moorlands for showing great teamwork and resilience. You 
played so well and made our school feel very proud. 

A special thank you to Mrs Reeves who supervised the team and umpired the 
game and also to those who came to cheer and support. 

Mrs Sally Clark 

Firework Safety Poster Competition—WINNER! 

Sports Report: Netball - Moorlands v OPJS 19.10.21 



Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

 Providing additional support in class 

 Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

 Paying for musical instrument tuition 

 To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

 Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

 Income support 

 Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

 Income-related employment and support allowance 

 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

 Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

 Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


The Government has announced that in 2022 there will be an additional 

bank holiday on 3rd June 2022 to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

In order to enable schools to close for the additional bank holiday, dates 

at the end of the school year have been amended.  The term will now 

end on Thursday 21st July 2022. 

Because of this change at the end of the term, Moorlands Schools 

Federation has moved the final INSET day to Monday 6 June. 

The amended term dates have been included on the last page of this 

newsletter. 

Additional Bank Holiday / Change of INSET Day 

We are looking forward to welcoming prospective families of children 

who will start Reception in September 2022 to Moorlands Schools Feder-

ation for open days on Tuesday 2 November, 9:15am – 10:45am and 

1:30pm – 3:00pm 

To help families to see if Moorlands is the right school for their child, 

these days will include a tour of our wonderful school site and a chance 

to ask any questions about children starting school. There will be an  

opportunity to meet our Executive Headteacher, Louisa Sellars, as well as 

other members of the school leadership team, some of the children and 

our fantastic catering manager, Anna.  

Please contact office@moorlands-school.com or call 01225 421912 to 

register your attendance so that we know how many families we will be 

welcoming. 

Open days—September 2022 EYFS intake 



On Wednesday afternoon, we held a lovely whole school Harvest Festival 

celebration. The children enjoyed being together to celebrate this special 

assembly, where we said thanks to the farmers and food producers for the 

wonderful food we have to eat.  

Gary Best, a reader from St Luke’s Church came to give a special talk on 

what Harvest actually means, and the children sang two lovely harvest 

songs, with great enthusiasm. Ms Sellars ended the assembly with some  

reflections about how we can all show our thanks to others for being so 

fortunate. 

The range and quantity of foodstuffs brought in by the children is amazing 

and they will be collected by the Bath Foodbank Trust next week. They will 

separate it into food parcels to be distributed before Christmas to local 

families in need. Thank you all very much for your wonderful generosity.  

Have a wonderful half term  

Mrs Karen Lowe  

 

Harvest at Moorlands 2021 

Harvest Festival / Donations for Bath Foodbank 



PTA MEETINGS—ALL WELCOME! 

The PTA holds regular meetings to discuss fund-

raising ideas, different events and how it can 

support the school to give all of our children 

special and memorable opportunities. The school 

and PTA thrive when lots of people from our 

school community get involved and support so it 

would be great to have as many people as possi-

ble come along. 

Fortnightly meetings are held via Zoom on Mondays at 8pm. Email 

moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com if you would like to get involved and 

would like to attend so that you can be kept informed of upcoming 

meetings and events. 

WELLY RACKS AND GARDENING 

On Saturday 16 October, a group of parents gave up their time to sup-

port the school by joining a work party, making welly racks and doing 

lots of gardening! Welly racks were made for all of the Year 2 and 3 

children so that they have somewhere convenient to store their wellies 

ready for outdoor learning as well as wet and muddy playtimes. The 

gardening group did a wonderful job of tidying up the school in a 

number of areas including the infant drive and the main junior en-

trance. It was great fun, although the tea and coffee service left some-

thing to be desired! These achievements were made possible by mem-

bers of our school community generously giving up their time and we 

are enormously grateful. Watch this space for details of the next work 

party! Email moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com if you would like to get 

involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moorlands Schools Federation PTA 

mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com
mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com


MOORLANDS COOKBOOK 

A big thank you to all the families that submitted a recipe for the 
Moorlands cookbook, out editors are busy working through them 
all.  We hope to have the cookbook ready for the start of December in 
time for Christmas.  Information about how to order the cookbooks 
will be available soon. 

 

PTA EVENTS 

The Moorlands PTA is excited to announce it has a new web-
site: www.pta-events.co.uk/msf. This will become the primary way 
the PTA will communicate with the school community, including via 
regular newsletters.  

  

We encourage every parent and carer of a Moorlands child to sign up 
using this link - it is easy, we promise! Once you create an account, 
you will find details of PTA events, who’s who on the committee, and 
lots of ways to get involved.   

 

 

PTA BAKE OFF—POSTPONED 

Due to guidance for schools around avoiding large gatherings and 

taking precautions to minimise risks of infection, as well as current 

levels of COVID-19 cases in the community, we have taken the deci-

sion not to go ahead with the Bake Off as planned. We hope to run 

a similar event in the future and will keep you posted. 

http://www.pta-events.co.uk/msf






Rainbow Resource Scheme 
 

 

Did you know that the Local Authority offer 
a Rainbow Resource card to all children and young peo-
ple aged between 0-25 years, with a Special Educational 
Need and/ or Disability (SEND) or an additional need, liv-
ing across Bath and North East Somerset?  

The Rainbow Resource card is completely free and it can 
entitle you to access an existing concession on offer at 
venues across B&NES and the wider area. To find out 
more or register online please visit  https://
livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/special-educational-need-or-
disability-send/rainbow-resource-scheme 

 

https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/special-educational-need-or-disability-send/rainbow-resource-scheme
https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/special-educational-need-or-disability-send/rainbow-resource-scheme
https://livewell.bathnes.gov.uk/special-educational-need-or-disability-send/rainbow-resource-scheme


Thinking of improving your 

English 
and 

maths? 
 could help you to: 

  

 Improve your job prospects 

  

For more information please phone 01225 328822 or 
email marcelle@bathcollege.ac.uk 

mailto:%20marcelle@bathcollege.ac.uk




 We are following BANES holidays so we should be in line with other 
BANES schools. Our INSET days are specific to  Moorlands. 
  
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 
  
Fri 15 April 2022 Good Friday 
Mon 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 
Mon 2 May 2022 May Day Bank Holiday 
Mon 30 May 2022 Spring Bank Holiday 
Friday 3 June 2022 Additional Bank Holiday: Platinum Jubilee 

Term  Start date  End date INSET 

1 
 Thursday 2  

September  
 Friday 22 October  

Thursday 2 September/ 

Friday 3 September 

2 
 Monday 1  

November  
 Friday 17 December  

  

3 
 Tuesday 4  

January  
 Friday 18 February  Tuesday 4 January 

4 
 Monday 28  

February  
 Friday 8 April  Monday 28 Feb - TRUST 

5 
 Monday 25  

April  
 Friday 27 May  

  

6 
 Monday 6  

June  

Thursday 21 July 

(amended) 

Monday 6 June 

(amended) 

2021/2022 Term Dates 

The Government has announced that in 2022 there will be an additional 

bank holiday on 3rd June 2022 to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

In order to enable schools to close for the additional bank holiday, dates 

at the end of the school year have been amended.  The term will now 

end on Thursday 21st July 2022. 

Because of this change at the end of the term, Moorlands Schools 

Federation has moved the final INSET day to Monday 6 June. 


