
Greetings from Miss Sellars 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Time is flying by at Moorlands with everyone  
settling back into school life with a smile. Thank-

you to everyone for your warm welcome, it has 

really helped me to settle into. I am really  
looking forward to developing these  

relationships further as the year progresses. It 

has been lovely to spend time in each of the 
classes reading stories with the children and get-

ting to know them better - I have discovered 

many new stories which has been lovely. 
 

My assemblies this term are focused on our 

LEARN values and this week we have looked at  
L - Lead by example. Congratulations to those 

pupils who received their certificates today. Next 

week we will look at E - Engage and Enjoy and 

the classes have already begun to discuss what 
this looks like both in the class and around 

school. Our LEARN values are so important and 

underpin our vision here at Moorlands. 
 

It was lovely to see some of our Year 5 and 6  

pupils attending the Bath Children's Literature 
Festival this afternoon which is the largest in  

Europe. The theme of the Festival is 'Reading is 

Magic' and they listened to a talk titled Wizards 
and Dragons by the wonderful author Cressida 

Cowell. One of the main inspirations behind her 

recent series of books is the magic of trees and 
woodland which we are blessed with on our 

beautiful site.  

 
Have a lovely Autumnal weekend and I look  

forward to seeing you all back safe and sound on 

Monday morning ready and eager to learn. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Louisa Sellars 

Executive 
Headteacher 

24 September  2021 

Sept  

27th— 
1st Oct 

Bike to School Week 

Oct Black History Month 

TBC Open mornings for 2022 EYFS 

4th & 
11th 

Y6 ‘Stand Against Violence’ 
Workshop (letter to follow) 

11th School Photographs 
 

14th & 
15th 

6.30 pm Voices for Life 
‘Stardust’ Performance at 
Bath Abbey 

20th Harvest Festival 

22nd End of Term 1 
 

Nov  

1st  Start of Term 2  
 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the 
office absence line only: 01225 421912,  
Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to 
communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for 
school. You may drop off between 8:35am 
and 8:45am.  

Please read our new  
‘Attendance Matters’ leaflet  
at the end of this newsletter. 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, 
please be considerate of the local residents 
and ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag 
lines or on the pavement. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

 on the infant driveway 

 in the First Steps nursery car park 

 in Baskervilles car park. 



Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

 Providing additional support in class 

 Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

 Paying for musical instrument tuition 

 To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

 Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

 Income support 

 Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

 Income-related employment and support allowance 

 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

 Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

 Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Carers in Schools, which is run jointly by the Carers Trust and The Children’s 

Society, is now working with over 750 schools across England. As a school we are  

committed to the well-being of all our children and are currently working internally and 

with Young Carers to identify and access support for the children who fall into this  

category.   

 

What is a young carer? 

A young carer is a person under 18 who provides or intends to provide care for another 

person who is ill, disabled, has a mental health condition, or addiction problem. Young 

carers may do extra jobs in and around the home, such as cooking, cleaning or helping 

someone get dressed and move around. Along with doing things to help relatives, young 

carers may be giving emotional support, too. If a sibling is ill or disabled, young carers 

may not be able to access the same opportunities as children who do not have a caring 

responsibilities, such as play dates or extra-curricular activities. 

 

Signs a young carer may need support: 

-Withdrawn/distracted 

-Tired 

-Lacking social skills 

-Having behavioural issues 

-Being bullied 

-No interest in clubs or extra-curricular activities 

 

This is not an exhaustive list, and children may benefit from extra support regardless of 

whether they fall into any of these categories. 

 

How you can help:  

As a school we offer 1:1 sessions, group sessions and  lunchtime clubs for young carers.  

We can also make referrals to Young Carers to help you access support outside of 

school. If you believe your child is a young carer and we are not yet aware, or if you 

would like any further information, please do get in touch by emailing  

Lindsay Furze (Young Carers Operational Lead) lfurze@moorlands-school.com 



Music at Moorlands! 

There is a wealth of musical opportunities at Moorlands and we would love to 

hear from you if your child would like to learn a musical instrument.  

Lessons are available in: 

 Piano 

 Guitar 

 Strings (violin, viola) 

 Brass (trumpet, cornet, trombone, horn) 

 Woodwind (saxophone, clarinet, flute, recorder) 

 Drums 

 Singing   

If you would like your child to learn any of the instruments above (or another one!), or 

would just like to find out more, please send an email to the school office: 

office@moorlands-school.com 

We also invite all instrumentalists to come along to orchestra on a Tuesday morning at 

8:45am. All are welcome! 

Miss Bone and Mr Cainen 

Music Leaders 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


We have had a fantastic start to this term. The children are flourishing in 

school and have been busy learning new routines, making new friends 

and getting to know their new school environment. It’s been a joy to see 

their smiley faces come into school each day. We would like to share a 

few photos so you can take a look at our first few weeks in school  

together. Well done to the EYFS children.  

Miss Kennard and Miss Harris 

Reception Teachers 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Success! 



Kingfishers and Woodpeckers have been very busy since joining the Juniors. 

This term we began learning about the Stone Age which the children have 

been incredibly enthusiastic about. We all thought it was an amazing  

coincidence to hear that scientists are currently planning to bring back the 

woolly mammoth after focusing on these animals so much in our reading. 

(We are currently reading ‘How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth.) 

To kick start our Stone Age learning the children have taken part in a variety 

of activities, from fossil making, to using clay to recreating a 40,000 year old 

sculpture. We have even created leaf crowns as part of our instruction writ-

ing unit. These were our attempt to help jazz up a Palaeolithic wardrobe! 

Alongside this, we have been learning recorders each week with Mrs North 

(we have now mastered the A and B notes), throwing ourselves into Tag 

Rugby Wednesdays with Mr Gunning and mastering our throwing and 

catching techniques. 

Woodpeckers and Kingfishers, what an amazing start to Year 3. We are really 

proud of you. 

Mr Vine and Miss Murphy 

Year 3 Teachers 

 

A Busy Start to the Juniors for Kingfishers and Woodpeckers 



The term started off with a bang for Y5 with their WOW day on day one. This was 

based around our new science topic. We took part in a number of investigations, 

looking at the properties of materials. We made salt crystals by evaporating salt 

water, we inflated balloons by mixing vinegar and bicarbonate of soda and also 

made butter out of shaking cream very hard. We also looked at how different 

solids are affected by water and completed some fair tests.  

The children came up with some amazing questions about what they wanted to 

find out and we discussed how we would be able to answer their questions  

during our lessons.  

Mrs Chapman, Mrs Trim and Mrs Lowe  

Year 5 Teachers 

 

Year 5 WOW Day 

Can Changes be reversed? 



On 9
th

 September, Year 6 had their first WOW day to introduce their topic for Term 1, Evolution 

and Inheritance.   

 

To begin the day, the children used their prior scientific knowledge from Y3 in our discussions 

about how fossils are made and what we learn from them. After, we met the other Y6 class for our 

very own fossil museum! Using our observations from the fossils, we designed and created our 

very own fossil using salt dough!      

 

After break time, the children learnt about Charles Darwin’s observations of finches in the Galápa-

gos Islands. They were very surprised at how much the finches adapted to survive especially their 

beaks! Year 6 then took part in their own experiment to see which ‘beak’ would be best. We used 

tweezers, metal clips and pegs as our beaks and had 30 seconds to pick up different food 

sources. It was a challenge but they all showed the Moorlands LEARN values. 

 

After lunch, the children learnt about inheritance and how offspring can vary from their parents. 

The children had to look at different offspring before matching it with their parents! 

 

Well done for such a fantastic start to Year 6! 

Miss Moore and Miss Bone 

Year 6  Teachers 

  

Year 6 WOW Day 



PTA EVENTS THIS YEAR 

The PTA is hoping to put on a number of in-person, real-life events this year! Watch this space 

for details about events and for ways that you can support. The PTA is always happy to hear 

from members of our school community who would like to get involved.  

 

SEND US YOUR RECIPES FOR THE MOORLANDS COOKBOOK 

The PTA is putting together a marvellous Moorlands  

cookbook as a Christmas fundraising project and would 

love to include your favourite recipes that you make with 

and for your children. Whether it’s something you invented 

yourself or a twist on a well-known meal, we’d like to hear 

from as many parents, pupils and staff as possible. You 

can submit more than one recipe, and we’re looking for 

meals across five categories: speedy breakfasts, simple 

snacks, quick suppers, special occasions and sweet treats. 

 

We’ve created an online form so you can submit your recipes quickly and easily.  

Just visit: bit.ly/MoorlandsMeals 

 

BIG BIKE RIDE IN AID OF THE PTA 

You may be aware that our PTA treasurer, Kit, was planning to com-

plete a bike ride of epic proportions in August. Unfortunately it was 

not able to happen as planned, but the good news is that the ride 

will take place on Sunday 10 October, and this time  

Mr Cainen and Miss Bone are free to join him!  

They’ll be doing 98 miles all around Bath, taking in some of the fa-

mous climbs and hopefully as a result some wonderful views.  

The purpose of the ride is to raise money for our wonderful  

Moorlands PTA who do so much to enrich the children’s education.  

We would welcome sponsorship - you can donate at  

https://www.justgiving.com/moorlandschoolsfoundationpta 

Do get in touch with the PTA as well if you would like to join the ride! 

 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 

We have a large amount of second-hand uniform that is available for 

purchase at £1 an item.  We have plenty of Moorlands burgundy 

items in most sizes (low stock in the largest sizes), summer dresses 

(red check) and grey skirts, pinafores, trousers and shorts. If you 

need something, email moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com and let us know what you need.  We 

will do our best to find it for you and leave it at the office for you to collect.    

Moorlands Schools Federation PTA 

http://www.bit.ly/MoorlandsMeals
https://www.justgiving.com/moorlandschoolsfoundationpta
mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com


What's your vision of a 
greener Moorlands? 
 
Whether you're new to 
the school or you've 
been around for years, 
this new term is an  
opportunity for us to  
re-boot our environ-
mental action at school. 
It's not just the children 
who will be helping us 
become a greener and 
more sustainable com-
munity, the staff and 
PTA are supporting our 
work and we want par-
ents to get involved too! 

Here are some of the ways you can volunteer: 
 Get Gardening: Do you know about garden design?  Have an interest in horticulture? 

Or just a pair of gardening gloves itching to get to work? We're planning a meeting in 
early October to scope out some key gardening projects on site, and would love to have 
your ideas and input. Projects include: re-vamp one of the ponds on site this autumn, 

and re-design a wild area for the reception children. 
 Bring Your Bike: following our successful Active Travel Survey before summer, we've 

secured some funding and are working toward installing new bike racks next term. If you 
have an interest in active travel, we'd love to hear from you. 
 Lead a Litter Pick: we're setting up monthly litter picks for the whole school and we 

need help to hand out equipment on the day. 
Tell us what you'd like... perhaps you're into energy saving, plastic-free snacks,  
recycling, or you have some other inspiring ideas for environmental action at school.  

We want to hear all about it - just reach out to: moorlandsecogroup@gmail.com  

mailto:moorlandsecogroup@gmail.com










 We are following BANES holidays so we should be in line with other 
BANES schools. Our INSET days are specific to  Moorlands. 
  
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 
  
Fri 15 April 2022 Good Friday 
Mon 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 
Mon 2 May 2022 May Day Bank Holiday 
Mon 30 May 2022 Spring Bank Holiday 
Friday 3 June 2022 Additional Bank Holiday: Platinum Jubilee 

Term  Start date  End date INSET 

1 
 Thursday 2  

September  
 Friday 22 October  

Thursday 2 September/ 

Friday 3 September 

2 
 Monday 1  

November  
 Friday 17 December  

  

3 
 Tuesday 4  

January  
 Friday 18 February  Tuesday 4 January 

4 
 Monday 28  

February  
 Friday 8 April  Monday 28 Feb - TRUST 

5 
 Monday 25  

April  
 Friday 27 May  

  

6 
 Monday 6  

June  

Thursday 21 July 

(amended) 
To be confirmed—see below 

2021/2022 Term Dates 

The 2021/22 School Term dates were determined and published in April 2020.  Since then, the 

Government has announced that in 2022 there will be an additional bank holiday.  This bank  

holiday will be on 3rd June 2022 to mark the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen.  

Because of this, the requirement for schools to operate has reduced from 195 days to 194 days. 

 To reflect this change and in order to enable schools to close for the additional bank holiday 

dates at the end of the school year have been amended.  The term will now end on Thursday 

21st July 2022 and Friday 22nd July 2022 will be the start of the summer holiday period. 

 

Because of this change at the end of the term, Moorlands will need to move the final INSET day 

to a date earlier in the school year. We will notify parents and carers of the date of this INSET 

as soon as it is confirmed. 



We are Here to Help 
If you feel you need support with your child’s 
attendance or punctuality, please contact the 
school and ask to make an appointment to speak to 
the Attendance team. 

School gates are open at 8.35am. The register is 
taken at 8.45am and lessons begin at 8.50am. Your 
child will be marked as L code for late if they are 
not in class by 9.15am. After 9.15am your child will 
be marked as U for unauthorised. If your child 
arrives at school after 8.45am they must come to 
the Junior office to be signed in. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Moorlands Schools 
Federation 

Your child’s school is responsible by law for 
reporting poor attendance to the LA. As a parent 
or step-parent you are committing an offence if 
you fail to make sure that your child attends school 
regularly, even if they are missing school without 
your knowledge. 
The school will decide if absences are authorised 
or not, according to LA guidance. You may be issued 
with a penalty notice or be taken to court. The 
court has the power to issues fines and the LA may 
decide to prosecute a parent. 

The world is run by those 
who turn up… and on time 

 
Attending school every day = 100% attendance 
 
Attending 4 ½ days a week = 90% attendance 
= 4 weeks missed per year 
 
Attending 4 days a week = 80% attendance = 
more than half a term missed per year 
 
Attending 3 ½ days each week = 70% 
attendance = more than a quarter of the school 
year missed. 
 
An average attendance of 80% or less across a 
child’s school career adds up to missing a whole 2 
years of school. 
 
Being late for school also means you have 
less time for learning... 
 
If you are 5 minutes late every day you will miss 
three days of learning each year. 
 
If you are 15 minutes late every day you will miss 
is 2 weeks of learning each year. 



Parents must complete a request for absence 
form for any period of planned absence providing 
the circumstances/timing. Absence will only be 
authorised if it is unavoidable or arises out of 
exceptional circumstances. The decision whether 
or not to authorise absence is the headteacher’s, 
taken with the support of the school governors. 
Also, if a pupil does not return on the date given, 
the school will attempt to contact the parents. 
If we are unable to make contact, we will pass 
this information on to the Children Missing 
Education Service as a safeguarding precaution. 

 

Attendance is a key priority for our school. We 
monitor pupil attendance closely and work with 
pupils and families to ensure any barrier is 
removed to allow all pupils to access learning in 
school. All pupils’ attendance is monitored daily. If 
your child’s attendance falls below the 
expectation of the school, you may be asked to 
complete an attendance support plan and school 
can signpost other services to ensure all possible 
support is in place to improve your child’s 
attendance. 
 
If there is no improvement to your child’s attendance 
after school intervention a referral may be made to 
the Children Missing in Education Service and they will 
consider if an offence has been committed in failing to 
ensure regular school attendance. 
 


