
Greetings from Miss Sellars 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome to our second Fed Times of this academic 

year and what an information filled bumper edition it 

is. 

 

We have certainly seen a change in the weather over 
this last two weeks with some gorgeous autumn  

sunshine but also a definite chill in the air. We are still 

required to have our windows open to ensure ade-

quate ventilation in line with our Covid-19 Risk as-

sessment so make sure everyone is wrapped up 

warm. 

 

Also here at Moorlands, we are currently celebrating 
Black History Month which is a wonderful  

opportunity for our schools to be part of the national 

celebrations and events to honour the  

accomplishments of Black Britons in every area of 

endeavour throughout our history. Thank-you to 

Miss Moore for pulling together some fabulous  

resources and ideas for us to use throughout the 

week and for the incredibly informative assembly  
introducing this year's theme - Proud to Be.  

 

On Thursday we also celebrated National Poetry Day 

on the theme of Choice. Everywhere you went around 

the school there were poems to read and enjoy and 

in class the children had the opportunity to read, 

write and share poems - thank-you to Ms Pearson for 

organising such a wonderful and diverse  
collection for us to enjoy. Reading and writing poetry 

allows us to explore the great power of language so 

what a pleasure to focus on many of its different 

forms. 

 

Hot off the press, I am also delighted to announce 

that one of our pupils has been awarded first place 

one of the age groups in this year's Firework Safety 
Poster Competition, sponsored by The Bath Building 

Society. Thanks to all of you who participated and I 

look forward to sharing the winner's name and  

hopefully winning entry with you in the next Fed 

Times. 

 

Happy Friday and let the weekend 
begin … 

 

Louisa Sellars 

Executive  
Headteacher 

8 October  2021 

Oct Black History Month 

11th Y6 ‘Stand Against Violence’ 
Workshop  

11th Individual School Photographs 
 

14th & 
15th 

6.30 pm Voices for Life 
‘Stardust’ Performance at 
Bath Abbey 

20th Harvest Festival Assembly 

22nd Open day for 2022 EYFS 

22nd Wear red for Show Racism the 
Red Card 

22nd End of Term 1 
 

Nov  

1st  Start of Term 2  
 

2nd Open day for  2022 EYFS 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the 
office absence line only: 01225 421912,  
Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to 
communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for 
school. You may drop off between 8:35am 
and 8:45am.  

Please read our new  
‘Attendance Matters’ leaflet  
at the end of this newsletter. 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, 
please be considerate of the local residents 
and ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag lines, 
on the pavement or driveways. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

 on the infant driveway 

 in the First Steps nursery car park 

 in Baskervilles car park. 



Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

 Providing additional support in class 

 Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

 Paying for musical instrument tuition 

 To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

 Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

 Income support 

 Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

 Income-related employment and support allowance 

 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

 Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

 Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


The Government has announced that in 2022 there will be an additional 

bank holiday on 3rd June 2022 to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

In order to enable schools to close for the additional bank holiday, dates 

at the end of the school year have been amended.  The term will now 

end on Thursday 21st July 2022. 

Because of this change at the end of the term, Moorlands Schools 

Federation has moved the final INSET day to Monday 6 June. 

The amended term dates have been included on the last page of this 

newsletter. 

Additional Bank Holiday / Change of INSET Day 

We are looking forward to welcoming prospective families of children 

who will start Reception in September 2022 to Moorlands Schools Feder-

ation for open days on the following dates: 

Friday 22 October, 9:15am – 10:45am and 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

Tuesday 2 November, 9:15am – 10:45am and 1:30pm – 3:00pm 

To help families to see if Moorlands is the right school for their child, 

these days will include a tour of our wonderful school site and a chance 

to ask any questions about children starting school. There will be an  

opportunity to meet our Executive Headteacher, Louisa Sellars, as well as 

other members of the school leadership team, some of the children and 

our fantastic catering manager, Anna.  

Please contact office@moorlands-school.com or call 01225 421912 to 

register your attendance so that we know how many families we will be 

welcoming. 

Open days—September 2022 EYFS intake 



Photographers will be in 

school to take individual 

photos on Monday 11  

October. Please ensure 

your child is in Moorlands 

Schools Federation  

uniform looking their  

smartest! 

 

For PE, children are expected to wear Moorlands school jumpers and a 

white polo shirt or T shirt with black or grey joggers or shorts. The pho-

tographs will only be of the children’s head and shoulders so should not 

be affected by children wearing PE kit. 

The photographs taken will all be individual; it is not possible to have 

photographs taken with any siblings on this occasion.  

School photographer—Monday 11 October 

The school day starts at 8:45am and finishes at 3:15pm. 

 

For drop off: all gates on site will be open from 8:35am to give enough 

time for all children to be in class by 8:45am. The register will be taken 

between 8.45am - 8.50am, and lessons will start at 8.50am. Gates will be 

closed from 8:45am. 

For collection: all gates will open at 3:10pm so that all children can be 

collected promptly at 3:15pm. At 3:20pm, gates will be closed and  

children who have not be collected will be taken to the main school  

office. 

We are aware that there have been a few instances recently of certain 

gates not being opened promptly. We have reviewed our systems and 

procedures in school to ensure that all gates will be opened at the  

specified time. 

Many thanks for your support. 

School day timings 



Our School Nurse, Yvette Taylor, will be providing a talk to parents on how support 

their child with managing their worries and anxieties. This will include information on 

anxiety, tips on managing symptoms and behaviour, parenting strategies, direction to 

resources and when you or your child may need specialist advice. 

 

The talk will be held in the Community Room on Wednesday 13th October at 

2pm. All parents/carers are welcome, but we do need to know numbers so please 

use our form to let us know that you will attend: 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/E6zCnjuhWT 

 

There will be an option to attend remotely via Zoom - please indicate on the form if 

you would prefer to attend in person or remotely. 

 

Please sign up by 7pm on Monday 11th October. Many thanks.  

Supporting your child to manage their worries 

We are looking forward to celebrating Harvest Festival this month in a whole school 

assembly on Wednesday 20 October. 

Prior to our celebration, representatives from the Bath Foodbank will come into 

school to deliver an assembly to the children about their work on Thursday 14  

October. We will welcome donations for the foodbank to be brought into school 

from Monday 18 October to Friday 22 October. Your child can bring donations 

of food to their classrooms when they arrive in school. 

In particular, the foodbank is in need of: 

 tinned custard 

 long life juice 

 tinned tomatoes 

 tea bags 

 rice pudding (tinned) 

 tinned fruit 

 coffee (instant) 

 tinned meat 

 tinned fish 

 pasta 

Harvest Festival / Donations for Bath Foodbank 

Bath Foodbank is unable to accept donations of: 

 Opened/Used or Out Of Date items 

 Fresh/frozen food 

 Baby formula milk 

 Medications 

 Alcohol  

https://forms.office.com/r/E6zCnjuhWT




Music at Moorlands! 

We have heard from a number of families who have said they would like to sign 

up for lessons on a musical instrument, which is great! There will be opportunities 

for our instrumentalists to perform in school in the coming weeks and we would love to 

hear from you if your child would like to learn a musical instrument.  

Lessons are available in: 

 Piano 

 Guitar 

 Strings (violin, viola) 

 Brass (trumpet, cornet, trombone, horn) 

 Woodwind (saxophone, clarinet, flute, recorder) 

 Drums 

 Singing   

If you would like your child to learn any of the instruments above (or another one!), or 

would just like to find out more, please send an email to the school office: 

office@moorlands-school.com 

We also invite all instrumentalists to come along to orchestra on a Tuesday morning at 

8:45am. All are welcome! 

Miss Bone and Mr Cainen 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


During this term, Squirrels and Hedgehogs have travelled back in time to 

1666 to discover what happened during the Great Fire of London -  

answering questions such as… How did the fire start? Why did the fire 

spread so quickly? How did people escape? We have linked our findings 

to our science topic, comparing building materials used in London today 

with the city before the fire. 

We have used a historical source - Samuel Pepys’ famous diary - as  

inspiration for writing our own diary entries and have written character 

descriptions of people who might have lived at the time.  

The children have also been very enthusiastic about the song we have 

been learning, which tells the events of the great fire through music. 

Alongside this, we have been colour mixing in art, working on team 

games in PE and using our senses in our Outdoor Learning sessions.  

What a great start to Y2 Squirrels and Hedgehogs – we are really proud 

of you. 

Mrs Clark, Mrs Fairweather and Mrs Walker 

Year 2 Teachers 

Year 2—Time Travellers! 



The children in Year 6 have been really enjoying their Writing journeys 

this term, which have been based around our text, 'Skellig'. In these  

pictures, the children were sketching birds (something Mina, a character 

in the book, does lots of!) to understand a character in order to write in 

role. The children have written a diary entry from the perspective of Mina 

and Skellig and also written a house advertisement to sell the main  

setting of the novel (which is, as the children said, "in need of  

modernisation"!)  

 

We are so proud of how the Year 6 children are following our LEARN  

values all the time, being fantastic role models for the younger children 

in our school. 

Miss Bone and Miss Moore 

Year 6 Teachers 

Year 6 



PTA MEETINGS—ALL WELCOME! 

The PTA holds regular meetings to discuss fundraising ideas, differ-

ent events and how it can support the school to give all of our chil-

dren special and memorable opportunities. The school and PTA 

thrive when lots of people from our school community get involved 

and support so it would be great to have as many people as possible 

come along. 

Fortnightly meetings are held via Zoom on Mondays at 8pm. Email 

moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com if you would like to get involved and 

would like to attend so that you can be kept informed of upcoming 

meetings and events. 

 

PTA BAKE OFF 

The PTA is planning to hold one of its wonderful Bake Off 

events after half term. Families will be invited to enter for a 

cost of £1, the cakes will be judges during the day and there 

will be an opportunity to buy all the wonderful creations after 

school. All proceeds will go to the PTA who will use them to 

enrich the children’s education. 

Details will follow closer to the time, but put Tuesday 2 No-

vember in your diary and start thinking about how you can 

creative with baking! 

 

 

WELLY RACKS AND GARDENING 

To facilitate outdoor learning activities, the PTA have already made four welly racks for EYFS 

and Year 1 classes. The goal now is to continue to make racks for the remaining year groups. 

Can you help? On the morning of Saturday 16th October, the PTA is running a work 

party at school to make welly racks for Year 2 and 3. We would love parents to come along 

and give us a hand. If you have skills or experience with DIY then we could do with some addi-

tional help with cutting and assembly of the racks. You don't need to be experienced though; 

there will be ways for you to help and a chance to 

learn a few skills along the way. It will also be an 

opportunity to meet other parents and help the 

school community. 

Alongside the welly rack building, on the same day, 

our recently-formed Gardening Group would like to 

invite parents to come and get involved with a clear 

out of some areas of the school site so that we can 

make them more useable for gardening activities. 

Email moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com if you want 

to get involved. 

Moorlands Schools Federation PTA 

mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com
mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com


 We are following BANES holidays so we should be in line with other 
BANES schools. Our INSET days are specific to  Moorlands. 
  
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 
  
Fri 15 April 2022 Good Friday 
Mon 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 
Mon 2 May 2022 May Day Bank Holiday 
Mon 30 May 2022 Spring Bank Holiday 
Friday 3 June 2022 Additional Bank Holiday: Platinum Jubilee 

Term  Start date  End date INSET 

1 
 Thursday 2  

September  
 Friday 22 October  

Thursday 2 September/ 

Friday 3 September 

2 
 Monday 1  

November  
 Friday 17 December  

  

3 
 Tuesday 4  

January  
 Friday 18 February  Tuesday 4 January 

4 
 Monday 28  

February  
 Friday 8 April  Monday 28 Feb - TRUST 

5 
 Monday 25  

April  
 Friday 27 May  

  

6 
 Monday 6  

June  

Thursday 21 July 

(amended) 

Monday 6 June 

(amended) 

2021/2022 Term Dates 

The Government has announced that in 2022 there will be an additional 

bank holiday on 3rd June 2022 to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

In order to enable schools to close for the additional bank holiday, dates 

at the end of the school year have been amended.  The term will now 

end on Thursday 21st July 2022. 

Because of this change at the end of the term, Moorlands Schools 

Federation has moved the final INSET day to Monday 6 June. 



We are Here to Help 
If you feel you need support with your child’s 
attendance or punctuality, please contact the 
school and ask to make an appointment to speak to 
the Attendance team. 

School gates are open at 8.35am. The register is 
taken at 8.45am and lessons begin at 8.50am. Your 
child will be marked as L code for late if they are 
not in class by 9.15am. After 9.15am your child will 
be marked as U for unauthorised. If your child 
arrives at school after 8.45am they must come to 
the Junior office to be signed in. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Moorlands Schools 
Federation 

Your child’s school is responsible by law for 
reporting poor attendance to the LA. As a parent 
or step-parent you are committing an offence if 
you fail to make sure that your child attends school 
regularly, even if they are missing school without 
your knowledge. 
The school will decide if absences are authorised 
or not, according to LA guidance. You may be issued 
with a penalty notice or be taken to court. The 
court has the power to issues fines and the LA may 
decide to prosecute a parent. 

The world is run by those 
who turn up… and on time 

 
Attending school every day = 100% attendance 
 
Attending 4 ½ days a week = 90% attendance 
= 4 weeks missed per year 
 
Attending 4 days a week = 80% attendance = 
more than half a term missed per year 
 
Attending 3 ½ days each week = 70% 
attendance = more than a quarter of the school 
year missed. 
 
An average attendance of 80% or less across a 
child’s school career adds up to missing a whole 2 
years of school. 
 
Being late for school also means you have 
less time for learning... 
 
If you are 5 minutes late every day you will miss 
three days of learning each year. 
 
If you are 15 minutes late every day you will miss 
is 2 weeks of learning each year. 



Parents must complete a request for absence 
form for any period of planned absence providing 
the circumstances/timing. Absence will only be 
authorised if it is unavoidable or arises out of 
exceptional circumstances. The decision whether 
or not to authorise absence is the headteacher’s, 
taken with the support of the school governors. 
Also, if a pupil does not return on the date given, 
the school will attempt to contact the parents. 
If we are unable to make contact, we will pass 
this information on to the Children Missing 
Education Service as a safeguarding precaution. 

 

Attendance is a key priority for our school. We 
monitor pupil attendance closely and work with 
pupils and families to ensure any barrier is 
removed to allow all pupils to access learning in 
school. All pupils’ attendance is monitored daily. If 
your child’s attendance falls below the 
expectation of the school, you may be asked to 
complete an attendance support plan and school 
can signpost other services to ensure all possible 
support is in place to improve your child’s 
attendance. 
 
If there is no improvement to your child’s attendance 
after school intervention a referral may be made to 
the Children Missing in Education Service and they will 
consider if an offence has been committed in failing to 
ensure regular school attendance. 
 


