
18 February 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Well it wasn’t the end to the term that we 
expected but we made it. 

  

A huge thank-you to the school team for 

racing into action and getting the school 

ready for closure and the remote learning 
opportunities up and ready. Also a huge 
thank-you to all of you for working with us 
to make this unexpected day run smoothly.  

  

The weeks since our last FED times have 
been busy. We have tried to capture some 

of that learning for you in this edition of 
the FED Times. 

  

In the week beginning 7th February 2022, 
we focused on Children’s Mental Health 
Week. The theme was ‘Growing Together’ and was about growing emotionally 
and finding ways to help each other grow. We talked about how challenges and 

setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to 
move beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential. WE 
also stressed that emotional growth is often a gradual process that happens over 

time, and sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’. At Moorlands, we encouraged 
children (and adults) to consider how they have grown and how they can help 
others to grow.  

  

In the same week it was Safer Internet Day on 8th February with the theme ‘All 
Fun and Games?’ which explored respect and relationships online. We looked at 
young people’s role in creating a safer internet and the ways they are shaping the 

interactive entertainment spaces they are a part of. The platforms young people 
use are spaces for connection, community and collaboration, which is why the day 
challenges them to foster supportive relationships and respectful communities, 

whilst equipping them with the skills they need to keep themselves and others 

safe in these spaces. Thank-you to Mrs Boyce who coordinated the learning and 
added some up to date internet safety information on our website. 

 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

 

 

FEB  

18 School closed 

 End of Term 3 

28 INSET DAY—School closed to 

pupils 
MARCH  

1 Start of Term 4 

1—7 Scholastic Book Fair 

3 World Book Day 

  

  

APRIL  

8 End of Term 4 

25 Start of Term 5 



 

SAFETY AT DROP OFF AND COLLECTION 

The grass at school continues to be slippery and muddy. In order to reduce the 

risk of accidents, and to protect the grass across the site, please could all par-

ents and carers keep to the paths when dropping off and collecting children. 

We will ask the children to keep to the paths as well and would be grateful for 

your support in reminding your children of this at the start and the end of the 

day. Additionally, while we really encourage children to walk, cycle or scoot to 

school, we politely remind you that bikes and scooters should not to be ridden  

in the school grounds. Thank you. 

Important reminder: please do not use mobile phones whilst on 

school site. Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. Thank you 

REMINDER— MOBILE PHONE USE 

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye and a heartfelt thank 
you to Jackie Crumlish, who has been part of the team at Moorlands for 17 years 

and is leaving her post at Moorlands. We know that Mrs Crumlish has touched the 
lives of many children and families over her time here, through her cookery lessons, 
her role in keeping the children safe and healthy by looking after their medical 
needs and above all by being a warm and friendly presence in all of the classes she 

has worked in. I would like to thank her in particular for being so adaptable, flexible 
and positive during recent times which have been so operationally challenging for 
schools. 

 

Mrs Crumlish will be very much missed by the staff, children and families of the 
Moorlands community and we wish her all the very best for her future endeavours.  

 

I wish you all a happy and healthy half term and we look forward to seeing you all 
back at school on Tuesday 1st March ready for the start of Term 4. In the words of A 
A Milne and Winnie the Pooh … “It’s a rather blustery day.” Stay safe. 

 

Kind regards,  

  

Louisa Sellars 

Executive Headteacher 



Our wonderful term learning about ‘Amazing Animals’ is nearly finished. 

We have had so much fun in EYFS this term. One of our enjoyable mo-

ments was when Miss Cox turned into an exciting storyteller to teach us 

the story of Noah’s Ark. We have all made lovely rainbows out of salt 

dough. The rainbows represent peace; the children are very excited to 

take them home and show their families.  

 

 

 

 

Another exciting learning experience has been learning the story of 

‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, written by Michael Rosen. This story was 

a clear favourite for some children. We have had lots of fun acting out 

the story and creating our own storybooks from scratch.  

 

Most recently, the children have been creating story boxes. These boxes 

have inspired the children to want to retell the story at home and put 

on a performance! Can you spot the different parts of the story? Our 

most inventive section in the box is having coco pops representing the 

squelchy mud.  

 

Well done to everyone in EYFS, we are now experts in animal facts and 

are very prepared to put on a show over half term.  

 

Roll up roll up families 

‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’  

is about to begin… 

 EYFS 



 

Year 1 have really enjoyed their topic, The Lost Words, which has been 
based on the book written by Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane. 

We have been busy exploring nature, creating mud paintings, going on 
nature hunts, writing and performing poetry and even making our own 
bird feeders.  

  

Miss Betts, Miss Swift and Mrs Waterhouse 

The Y1 Team 

 Year 1 



 

Year 2 have continued to enjoy learning about India through the differ-

ent aspects of the curriculum. 

We have read and enjoyed many different stories from India, including 

The Jungle Book and a traditional Indian tale Pattan’s pumpkin. In the 

story, Pattan uses a giant pumpkin to save the animals and birds from a 

flood. Squirrels and Hedgehogs then got to choose what they would 

use to escape a flood and showed just how creative they can be. 

 

  

In our PE lessons, we learnt some Indian dance moves and we really  

enjoyed using these to make up our own dance routine. 

 

 

 

In art we have made Rangoli pictures and we also drew elephants and 

the Taj Mahal. 

 Year 2 



This term we have been lucky enough to have music with Mrs North, 
learning to use harmony and melody with Boom Whackers and  
glockenspiels.     

 

During mental health week in January, Year 2 thought about what 
strategies help them when they are feeling anxious. We have been us-
ing these techniques to help us to feel calm and also learning to share 
our concerns when we are worried. 

Mrs Fairweather, Mrs Clark and Mrs Walker 

The Y2 Team 



Spring (nearly) and Spring Rolls! 
 
It's been another busy term for Kingfishers and Woodpeckers. Alongside 
our other learning, our topic focus has been the Shang Dynasty. We were 
fascinated to learn that certain characters in today's Chinese writing sys-
tem can be traced back to this time and we enjoyed writing our own 
names on oracle bones (tortoise shells). We also loved making and eating 
some delicious spring rolls. It goes without saying that our topic tied in 
nicely with celebrating Chinese New Year when we made lanterns and a 
communal class dragon - you may have seen these in our windows! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as this, we have celebrated LGBTQ+ History Month through read-
ing books as a class. We particularly enjoyed reading Perfectly Norman, a 
book about a boy who grows rainbow wings and we made our own set of 
rainbow wings which are pictured here. More recently we have had Chil-
dren's Mental Health awareness week when we discussed our support 
networks and made balloons to represent how these help to lift us up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 3  



Finally we wanted to say a big thank you to Mrs Crumlish who is sadly 
leaving Moorlands at the end of this term. Mrs Crumlish has been a 
member of the Moorlands family for 17 years and will be missed by 
past and current staff and pupils. We are really sad to see her go but 
we wish her all the best for her retirement. We are all incredibly grate-
ful for all of her help and support. 
 
Year 3, well done for another amazing term. We are so proud of you. 
 

Mr Vine and Miss Murphy 

The Y3 Team 

 



Y4 ‘Shake, Rattle and Roll’ – A celebration of this term’s topic! 

Children in Year 4 have been learning about Natural Disasters this term, 

focusing especially on earthquakes and volcanoes. The children have 

loved this topic and a number of children have even continued their 

learning at home bringing their projects in to show to the class. 

For both earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, we learnt how and why 

these events occur. We carried out two case studies, focusing on the 

Christchurch earthquake in 2011 and the eruption of Vesuvius and the 

destruction of Pompeii in 79AD. We then considered the advantages and 

disadvantages to living in areas prone to these natural disasters to de-

cide if we would be willing to live there. 

Here are a sample of the most popular activities this term: 

 

 

Year 4 

Constructing a volcanic shape 
and using bicarbonate soda and 
vinegar to replicate an eruption. 

Building structures using 
tooth picks and marsh-
mallows that can with-
stand a jelly earthquake 

simulation. 

Making our own seismographs 
to measure the strength  

of an earthquake  
(aka the shaking of a table) 



 

 

 

Practising the earthquake drill, ‘Drop, Cover, Hold!’ at  times 
throughout the school day. 

 

Miss Mandziuk, Miss Freebairn and Mr Cainen 

The Y4 Team 



Year 5 have been learning all about Space this term. Their topic, ‘To infini-

ty and Beyond’,  has been extremely popular and they have gained great 

understanding and shown amazing enthusiasm throughout.  

We have explored the scale of the Solar System, using toilet rolls, have 

investigated craters on the moon using flour, made space splatter paint-

ings in the style of Peter Thorpe and created space themed fact files and 

play scripts, using our Cosmic class novel as a basis. 

We have been encouraged by their engagement and innovative ideas. 

Please remember to ask them about what they have learned and what 

they have enjoyed most.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  



In Term 3, Year 6 have learnt about South America and the Amazon  

Rainforest. During our Geography lessons, the children have been  

engaged and enthusiastic which has seeped into their writing.  Year 6’s 

writing has transformed this term as they have used their knowledge 

from their topic and taken more ownership of their writing. The children 

found their own purpose for writing a non-chronological report about 

the Amazon Rainforest filled with geographical language. Each report 

was clear and informative! Also, Year 6 took inspiration from our class 

novel, ‘Journey to the River Sea’ to create their own adventure narrative 

before ‘publishing’ it into our own class narrative! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As it was mental health week during the term, Year 6 made a list of what 

helps them when they are feeling worried, stressed and angry. On this 

list, they said how being physical is important for the mind. Year 6 put 

this into practise during our tennis PE lessons. It was wonderful to see 

the children achieving their personal best when it came to developing 

their stamina, agility and attacking skills during our tennis PE lessons. We 

thought at some points that we were watching matches at Wimbledon!! 

We can’t wait to see what else Osprey and Merlin can achieve next term! 

Miss Moore and Miss Bone 

The Y6 Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6  



Moorlands Victory! 

Moorlands have had another football victory! One of our teams played 
St Phillips. The game was superb with some incredible performances 
from players on both teams. The match was tough, but Moorlands 
showed great resilience, team work and positivity, which resulted in a 4
-3 win. This win takes us through to the next round in the Cup!  
 
It was decided post-match that the Player of the Match would be…
(drum roll, please)…BEN! 
 
Ben played fantastically, worked so brilliantly to communicate with his 
teammates, never gave up and was someone that St Phillips tried to 
avoid so they didn’t lose possession! 
 
Huge thanks to Mark Gunning for refereeing the match and providing 
such wonderful encouragement to both teams.  
 

Miss Bone 

PE Lead 

 

 

 



 



 



 

RECOMMENDED READS—FEBRUARY 

Moorlands Recommended Reads     February 2022 



 



 



 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Due to recent news reports focussing on the game Roblox, we felt it was  

important to include some information and guidelines around the game. 



 



 



 


