
2nd DECEMBER 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 It has been an exciting time for Moor-

lands with festive decorations going 

up in preparation for two more weeks 

of exciting festivities. Thanks to all of 

your generous Christmas donations 

which are adorning the school in a 

manner befitting the way the children 

are feeling this time of year. 

  

I would also like to thank all of those 

who have been donating Christmas 

jumpers to the office. We no longer 

need any decorations but are still 

gladly accepting Christmas jumpers for 

the PTA to contribute to their stock 

which will be available to choose from 

on the 7th December. The shop is run 

on an optional donation basis - pop 

along and have a look. 

 

 We have already kick-started the celebrations this week with two fantas-

tic school discos. We owe a huge thank you to our wonderful PTA team 

for organising both events, for the volunteers helping to run them , to all 

members of staff giving up their time at this busy time of year and to you 

for supporting the event. We were delighted to see the children's faces 

having a boogie and a twirl. 

 

 I was also pleased to see some of you face to face at our Parent/Carer 

forum with lots of feedback on communication which we will focus on 

actioning after the Christmas break. Watch out for the information and 

future plans/dates in the New Year. 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

 
DEC  

7 Uniform shop open 8:40am-

9:00am. Xmas jumper sale spe-

cial 
8 Christmas Jumper day  

12 EYFS & YR1 Nativity  

(afternoon) 

13 St. Luke's Christmas  

Celebration 

Juniors Christmas lunch– 

Christmas Jumpers (everyone) 

14 EYFS & Y1 Nativity (morning) 

Infants Christmas lunch– 

Christmas Jumpers (everyone) 

After School Carol Perfor-

mance (YR2—YR6) 
16 Last day of term- 

Christmas Jumper day 

Jan  

3 First day of Term 3 



 

Lots more events to look forward so make sure you have a look at the 

date section and pop them in your calendar.  

  

In the meantime, have a lovely weekend and lets finish 

with a joke:  

 

Who is Santa's favourite singer? 

Elf-is Presley! 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards,  
  

Louisa Sellars  

Executive Headteacher  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, please be considerate of the local residents and 

ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag lines or on the pavement. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

• on the infant and junior driveways 

• in the First Steps nursery car park 

• in Baskervilles car park. 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the office absence line only: 01225 421912,  

Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. You may drop off between 8:35am 

and 8:45am.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Important reminder: please do not use 

mobile phones whilst on school site. 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

Thank you. 

Please can we remind parents of Junior children to provide a 

healthy snack for breaktime ie fruit (no kiwis or anything 

containing nuts).  We are seeing an increasing amount of 

crisps and chocolate bars being brought to school.  Not only 

is this not the healthiest of options but is causing a  

significant problem with litter in our school grounds. 

Thank you. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF  

UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY NAMED SO THAT 

 THEY CAN BE RETURNED. 

 HEALTHY SNACKS 



 Strict 3:15pm pickup time for all children. Parents must collect chil-
dren promptly at 3:15pm and leave the school site unless their chil-
dren are enrolled in an after school club. This is so we can lock the 
gates to ensure our school site is as safe as possible at all times. 

 

 

 The PTA School uniform shop will be open fortnightly after Christ-
mas. (Stay tuned for dates and times).   

 There will be one more chance to come to the shop before Christ-
mas as it will be opening from 8:40-9:00 on the 7th December as a 
one-off sale. There will be discounted uniform as well as Christmas 
jumpers on sale! 

 

 

Moorlands’ Notice Board 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

• Providing additional support in class 

• Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

• Paying for musical instrument tuition 

• To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

•  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

• Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

• Income support 

• Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

• Income-related employment and support allowance 

• Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

• Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

• Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moorlands’ Monthly Topic 

Disability History Month 

 

At Moorlands, we have worked hard to en-

sure our curriculum is more diverse and in-

clusive all year round, however, every No-

vember and December we focus on cele-

brating difference and look at how disabil-

ity has evolved throughout history.  

Unfortunately, even if we have the privilege to grow up in a home that 

values difference and accepts people for who they are, sadly, society has 

a long way to go before difference and acceptance become engrained in 

everything that we do. This is an area that we need to develop, not only 

as a school, but throughout society in general. We need to be part of the 

change we wish to see in society. 

Last year, our theme was ‘Hidden Impairments’. This year, our theme is 

‘Disability, Health and Well-being’. Our main focus will be on disability 

and well-being and we will have discussion with this as our focus.  

This year, each year group will focus on a disability and will have discus-

sions around what barriers a person with this disability may face. We will 

then work together to come up with solutions to these barriers that 

would no longer put the disabled person at a particular disadvantage. In 

addition to this, we will also celebrate the different ways in which we 

learn at our school and look at the tools we have around us to help us 

reach our fullest potential.  

Hopefully through Disability Histo-
ry Month, we can nurture an envi-
ronment where we truly celebrate 
how we are all different and how 
everyone has something valuable 
and unique to add to society.   

 



In Year 1 we have been busy creating toys! 
 

We have made puppets from felt, looking at joins and how to attach 
googly eyes and other exciting details. In science we were looking at 
materials and designed and made a toy of recyclable items. 
We have been looking at old and new toys, sharing our favourite toy/
teddy from home and discussing how toys have changed over the 
years.  

Year 1  

Ms Pearson, Mrs Bell-Auge, Miss Shopland and the  

Y1 Team 



We have been enjoying our Science topic of the term, light and dark. We 
have been looking at different materials through a scientific lens in order 
to determine if we can see through them or not. 

 

 

Year 3 

We conducted an experiment to determine in which three categories we 
could place objects and the different materials they are made of. The 
three categories were opaque (allowing no light pass through), transpar-
ent (allowing all the light to pass through) and translucent (allowing only 
some light to pass through). 

We have also been learning a lot about Thomas Alva Edison and his life 
journey to become known as one of the greatest inventors of all time. 
This has linked in nicely with our topic about light and also our learning 
through Disability History Month, as he was deaf. 

In writing, we have started writing a biog-
raphy about Thomas Edison with all the 
knowledge we have gathered about his life 
and his work as an inventor.  

Miss Robberts, Mrs Fairweather and the Year 3 Team 



Last Thursday, Fox and Otter class visited the Roman Baths. We had the 

most amazing day and the children were a credit to the school. We 

spent half the day using the audio-guides to tour the Baths. The re-

mainder of the day was spent in the education centre taking part in a 

‘Life in Aquae Sulis’ workshop and learning how to be an archaeologist 

in the Investigation Zone.  

 

In the workshop, we learnt about and handled real Roman artefacts. We 

really impressed our workshop leader as we knew so many facts about 

the objects they showed us. We got to look at a strigil and see the in-

struments Romans used for tweezing body hairs and removing ear wax. 

We also go to dress up as Romans by putting on tunics and togas. We 

also had a go at making mosaics. 

Year 4  



 

In the Investigation Zone, we used trowels and brushes to uncover arte-

facts hidden in a gravel pit. We loved this and got very excited. We defi-

nitely don’t have the patience and care of professional archaeologists 

yet as we were sat in the pit on top of the artefacts and gravel was fly-

ing all over the floor. We also had a go at building Roman constructions 

including an arch and column. Finally, we used an app to identify the 

stones lying in the space and worked out where they would have been 

positioned in the Bathhouse building. 

 

It was such a pleasure to take the children to the baths, they were so 

enthusiastic and it was amazing to give them the opportunity to see lots 

of things they have been learning about first-hand. Many thanks to the 

parents who came with us, we couldn’t have done it without you. 

 

 

Miss Mandziuk, Miss Murphy and the Year 4 Team 

 

Continued... 



 



 


