
16th DECEMBER 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

It is beginning to look a lot like Christ-
mas .... 

 

Here we are at the end of the Autumn 
term and time definitely flies when you 
are having fun. It has been a very busy 
end to the term with so much packed in 
to our calendar. 

 

Since our last edition we have: 

• enjoyed Jack and the Beanstalk funded 
by the wonderful PTA. It was great to 
hear the hall filled with laughter and see 
the smiling faces as they came out of the 
show.  

• donned many a Christmas jumper, hat 
and accessory so it really has felt like 
every day has been Christmas.  

• been wowed by the EYFS and Year 1 Christmas nativity, not once, not 
twice but three times. The children showed themselves to be confident 
and fun-loving performers.  

• brought St. Luke's to us following a rather chilly snap of weather!! 

• munched two Christmas lunches - one for Infants visited by a mysteri-
ous Christmas pudding and one for the Juniors braved by a rather large 
turkey!!  

• performed 'After School Carols' joined by a wonderful audience of 
cold hardy families and  

.    been visited by Santa Claus and his helpers to deliver some well-
deserved Christmas gifts to each of the classes. 

 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

 

Dec  

16 Litter Pick after school, play-

pod playground 

Last day of Term 2 
Jan  

3 First day of Term 3 

13 Uniform shop is open from 

8:40-9:00. Come to the office. 

Feb  

10 End of term 3 

20 Inset Day—school closed to 

pupils 

21 First day of term 4 

  



16th DECEMBER 2022 

 
I would like to thank everyone here at Moorlands and within our com-
munity for your continued dedication to our wonderful school. I wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and I look for-
ward to welcoming you back safe and sound in January 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kind regards,  
  

Louisa Sellars  

Executive Headteacher  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Important reminder: please do not use 

mobile phones whilst on school site. 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

Thank you. 

Please can we remind parents of Junior children to provide a 

healthy snack for breaktime ie fruit (no kiwis or anything 

containing nuts).  We are seeing an increasing amount of 

crisps and chocolate bars being brought to school.  Not only 

is this not the healthiest of options but is causing a  

significant problem with litter in our school grounds. 

Thank you. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF  

UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY NAMED SO THAT 

 THEY CAN BE RETURNED. 

 HEALTHY SNACKS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

• Providing additional support in class 

• Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

• Paying for musical instrument tuition 

• To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

•  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

• Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

• Income support 

• Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

• Income-related employment and support allowance 

• Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

• Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

• Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


 

 
Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, please be considerate of the local residents and 

ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag lines or on the pavement. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

• on the infant and junior driveways 

• in the First Steps nursery car park 

• in Baskervilles car park. 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the office absence line only: 01225 421912,  

Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. You may drop off between 8:35am 

and 8:45am.  

Please read our new  

‘Attendance Matters’ leaflet  

at the end of this newsletter. 

ANNUAL CONSENT—PROCESSING PERSONAL DATA 

We  contact parents and carers on  an annual basis for consent for 
processing personal data and photo permissions.  We should be 
grateful if you could click on the link below to complete the form. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/VHuKvMB4fP 

 

Please be aware that you can withdraw your consent at any time.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact the office office@moorlands-
school.com if you have any questions. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/VHuKvMB4fP


 Strict 3:15pm pickup time for all children. Parents must collect chil-
dren promptly at 3:15pm and leave the school site unless their chil-
dren are enrolled in an after school club. This is so we can lock the 
gates to ensure our school site is as safe as possible at all times. 

 

 

 The PTA School uniform shop will be open fortnightly after Christ-
mas. It will be open from 8:40-9:00 on the following dates: 

 Friday 13th January 

 Thursday 26th January 

 Wednesday 8th February 

 Tuesday 21st February 

 Monday 6th March 

 Friday 24th March 

 

 

 

 

Moorlands’ Notice Board 

 



Wow, what a busy term it’s been! This term, we’ve had great fun explor-
ing our theme ‘Let’s celebrate’. We’ve looked at a range of different cele-
brations and discussed the importance of being different. This term, 
we’ve celebrated ‘Remembrance Day’ looking at how people have been 
very brave. We learnt about poppies and made a large poppy using our 
hand prints to use as a whole school display for Remembrance Day. 
When learning about Diwali, we noticed the beautiful Rangoli patterns. 
We decided to make Rangoli pictures with paint and made patterns us-
ing playdough and even made Rangoli patterns using Numicon. We 
thoroughly enjoyed learning the story from the celebration of Chinese 
New Year. We’ve learnt some facts about Chinese New Year such as red 
can be thought of as a lucky colour in China. Using our fine motor skills, 
we cut out dragons and used the tweezers to pick up noodles! We ended 
the celebration term with a very special visit from Santa Claus and then 
had a winter wonderland celebration party in the TeePee.  

EYFS 



Ch-ch-changes! London 1600s – Now 

 

Wow! Well done Year 2 on another wonderful term! This term we have 

continued looking at how London has changed form the 1600s to now. 

We have compared London Skylines, Crime and Punishment, Cultural 

Change and Technological advancement. We finished the term off by 

making incredible books where the children showed us all the facts they 

have learnt – they have taken in and remembered so much!  

 

In our Science this term the children have been doing lots of learning all 

about materials including their properties and uses. To consolidate this 

learning the children used all the information they have learnt to create 

designs to keep an egg safe when dropped from a height. The children 

used their designs to then go on and create brilliant models that would 

protect an egg when dropped. We loved experimenting to see which 

ones worked and kept the egg safe and sound!  

 

Year 2 



 

Another way we have used materials was in Design and Technology. The 
children used their metacognitive cycle to research, plan, make and eval-
uate a brilliant moving animals or monster from the Tin Forest. They 
started by researching existing toys to see what worked well and build a 
success criteria for their own moving toys. They then used this research 
to design two of their own designs and do a survey with their peers to 
decide which one they would make. We then spent two sessions very 
carefully creating the designs and then finishing the term with evaluating 
the toys against our success criteria and celebrating what went well.  

 

Wow!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope you have a lovely break everyone! 

Continued... 

Miss Harris , Mrs Walker, Mx Utton and the Year 2 Team 



We were fortunate enough to have the Explorer Dome come and do a 

light show with us. It is safe to say we all learnt something and had a 

great time! 

We had a look at what light is and we learnt that light is energy. We ex-

plored what light looks like through a prism and it was amazing to see 

that it was made up of all the colours. We also look at how light reflects 

off of objects. Mirrors reflect light very well and we proved this by using 

lasers and mirrors. This proved that light travels in a straight line. We 

then had a bit of a party, as we looked at how light reflects off of a dis-

co ball. This was great fun. 

 

After all that excitement, we spent some time back in class completing 
art. Our art focus was on light and dark and the shadows that are made, 
by objects.  

 

 

 

 

Miss Robberts, Mrs Fairweather and the Year 3 Team 

 

Year 3 



It’s been a great end to the term in Year 6. Throughout the term we 

have been learning various styles of dance in PE, including Bhangra and 

Disco! The children really put their all into learning the moves and creat-

ing routines—their enthusiasm was infectious! 

Towards the end of the term we embarked on a Design and Technology 

project to create automata toys, inspired by our Victorians theme. The 

children had to overcome a number of design and engineering chal-

lenges and showed great imagination and perseverance when doing so. 

A real highlight was visiting the Year 1 classes last week to do some 

buddy reading. It was lovely to see how responsible and encouraging 

the older children were with the younger children—we had a lovely af-

ternoon. 

We’d like to say ‘well done’ as well on the effort and focus the children 

have put into their singing this term—if you saw them perform ‘O Little 

Town of Bethlehem’ at any of our Christmas events we’re sure you 

would have appreciated how hard they had worked. 

Finally, thank you to all the parents and carers who were able to come 
and see our learning about the Victorians at our Museum of Change 
this week. It was wonderful to be able to invite parents and carers into 
school again to see what we have been doing in class. Thank you for 
your continued support and best wishes for the Christmas break. 

Mr Cainen, Miss Gurney and Mrs Waterhouse 

 

Year 6 



 

PTA round-up of activity 

What a great start to the 2022-23 year it has been!  We have held 3 great 
events, launched the uniform shop, made important funding decisions, 
and helped connect parents to the school.  Here is a quick overview of 
what we have done: 

 

• PTA Quiz: we held a fantastic quiz in early November at St 
Luke’s.  Question-setter Charlotte and Quizmaster Tom expertly led the 
evening, which was very well attended with eager quizzers (and drink-
ers…).  The staff team just missed out on top spot – we are sure they will 
be aiming to go one better next time!  The evening raised over 
£700.  Our thanks to the staff team for making the effort to come along; 
to Vicky for the amazing decoration of the hall; to Eva for cooking 
scrumptious paella; and to all the volunteers for running the bar and ti-
dying up afterwards. 

• Bedtime story time: just a couple of weeks later, we were delighted 
to put on story time for the first time in what feels like ages.  The kids 
loved coming to school in their PJs and having a story from a teacher ac-
companied by hot chocolate and biscuits.  Many thanks to all of the 
teachers who gave up their time to read stories, and to the volunteers for 
checking people in and running the tea and coffee stand. 

• Disco: finally, in early December we put on a Christmas disco for in-
fants and juniors.  What a huge success it was! We sold 274 tickets, 
which means about 75% of the children in the school came along!! There 
was huge excitement among the kids – before, during and after – and we 
cannot wait to do another one soon.  It was also a great fundraiser: we 
made about £900!  Huge thanks to Lucy for organising it single-
handedly, to the staff team for their enormous assistance, and to those 
of you who helped out on the day. 

• Uniform shop: many of you have paid a visit to the uniform shop 
since it was set up several weeks ago.  We are delighted it has been a 
success, and we would encourage anyone who hasn’t yet been to come 
along early next year.  There is lots of good quality uniform, so you can 
save money and help out the environment at the same time!  We would 
love your donations – please just drop them at the school office 
(washed, please!).  We are particularly short of fleeces, but will gladly ac-
cept any items you no longer need.  Massive thanks to Maddy for get-
ting the shop up and running. 
 

 



Happy Christmas from all on the PTA Committee! 

Continued... 

Funding decisions: an important function of the PTA Committee is to 
decide how to use our funds to best support the children at Moor-
lands.  The biggest decision we have made since September is in princi-
ple to commit £6,000 towards the development of the infant li-
brary.  Miss Sellars and her team have a great vision for the library space, 
and it is now full steam ahead to make it a reality! There will also be fur-
ther work on the junior library in the near future, with PTA funding – 
more details when we have them. We also funded two performances of a 
pantomime earlier this month – Jack and Jill and the Beanstalk –  and a 
visit to school by children’s author Jessica Spanyol, both of which were 
big hits with the children!  

 

Next year, we will be organising more fun events, including a PTA social 
at the pub, the annual bake-off competition, and the legendary PTA 
Camp-out (save the date: Friday 16th June! ) As you will appreciate, it is 
critical that we have volunteers for the events.  We have been short for 
one or two events recently, so please, please do volunteer if you pos-
sibly can. It won’t be much work at all, and it is also a fun way of meet-
ing people. It will also be time for our AGM in around March, and we 
will be looking for people to join our friendly Committee.  Please do 
think about joining us.  If you would like to know more, just email us at 
moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:moorlandsschoolpta@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

Moorlands’ PTA 



 


