
20 JANUARY 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

 Welcome to our first FED Times of the 
new year - 2023. I can't believe we are 
already this far in to January. 

 

The first three weeks of this term has 
whizzed by and lots of wonderful 
learning has already taken place.  

 

It was with sadness that we said good-
bye to Miss Gurney at the end of the 
Autumn term. Miss Gurney left us hav-
ing stepped in to cover the Autumn 
term with Osprey Class. I know you will 
join us in wishing her well in her future 
adventures.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome Mrs Ponsford to the Moorlands 
family. Mrs Ponsford takes over as Osprey teacher and also as Writing 
Subject Leader across the school. She brings with her a wealth of experi-
ence which further enhances the wonderful team we have here at Moor-
lands. 

 

 

 

                                

 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

 

Jan  

25 Y4 Otter Trip to Earth Science 

Centre 

26 Y4 Fox Trip to Earth Science 

Centre 

26 PTA Uniform Shop open 8.40-

9am Junior site 

27 Litter Pick after school—meet 

in Playpod playground 

27 Y5/6 Girls’ County Football Fi-

nals 

Feb  

1 Parent/Carer Forum 2pm 

8 PTA Uniform Shop open 8.40-

9am Junior site 

10 End of Term 3 

20 INSET DAY—school closed to 

pupils 

21 Start of Term 4 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE PERCENTAGES TO  DATE: 

 

Infants 94.5%    
                                                                              

 Juniors 94.5% 
 
These figures are above the national average but it is our priority to improve 
even further, as lost time in school has a major impact on children’s learning.  



 
We will be holding our second Parent/Carer Forum on 1st February 
2023 @ 14.00 so please save this date in your calendar and more in-
formation will follow shortly including the outcomes following on from 
our first meeting and the focus for our next session. If you have any 
thoughts for subjects you would like to be included in the future, 
please do drop us a line. 

 

  Have a wonderful weekend and remember ... 

 

'We are like a snowflake, all different in our own beautiful way.' 
Unknown  

 

 

Kind regards,  
  

Louisa Sellars  

Executive Headteacher  

  

 

 

Farewells go to Suzanne Stewart and Katherine North who are 

moving onto pastures new. Thank you  both for your contribu-

tions to life at Moorlands.  We will  miss  you and   wish you 

both the very best with your new ventures! 



 

 

 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, please be considerate of the local residents and 

ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag lines or on the pavement. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

• on the infant and junior driveways 

• in the First Steps nursery car park 

• in Baskervilles car park. 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the office absence line only: 01225 421912,  

Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. You may drop off between 8:35am 

and 8:45am.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Important reminder: please do not use 

mobile phones whilst on school site. 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

Thank you. 

Please can we remind parents of Junior children to provide a 

healthy snack for breaktime ie fruit (no kiwis or anything 

containing nuts).  We are seeing an increasing amount of 

crisps and chocolate bars being brought to school.  Not only 

is this not the healthiest of options but is causing a  

significant problem with litter in our school grounds. 

Thank you. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF  

UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY NAMED SO THAT 

 THEY CAN BE RETURNED. 

 HEALTHY SNACKS 



 Strict 3:15pm pickup time for all children. Parents must collect chil-
dren promptly at 3:15pm and leave the school site unless their chil-
dren are enrolled in an after school club. This is so we can lock the 
gates to ensure our school site is as safe as possible at all times. 

 

 The PTA School uniform shop will be open on Thursday 26 January 
and Wednesday 8 February open from 8:40-9:00am.  Please enter via 
the office, Junior site. 

 

 Please take great care and keep to the gritted paths on the school 
site during this frosty weather. 

 

 

Moorlands’ Notice Board 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

• Providing additional support in class 

• Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

• Paying for musical instrument tuition 

• To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

•  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

• Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

• Income support 

• Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

• Income-related employment and support allowance 

• Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

• Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

• Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


 

In Year 1 we have been looking at printing artist Bryan Gill Nash and 3D 
sculptures by Nils Udo. Through this we have been able to discuss: Tex-
ture - ‘what something feels like’ 
Understand that different marks can be used to represent the textures 
of objects and that different drawing tools make different marks, and 
Use their hands to manipulate a range of modelling materials. Create 
3D forms to make things from their imagination or recreate things they 
have seen. 
 

We have been looking at migration and hibernation in geography, 
making habitats for hibernating for the small world animals and migrat-
ing birds. Identifying facial features, both similarities and differences 
between us and our classmates in science and consolidating this by 
drawing our portraits. In English we have been writing acrostic poems 
and in maths, number bonds to 20 (paperchain bonds) and adding on.  

 

 

Year 1  

Ms Pearson, Mrs Bell-Auge, Miss Shopland and the  

Y1 Team 



We are lucky to have Mrs Blackmore teaching us dance on Tuesday af-

ternoons.  Our theme is the Rainforest.  Each week we are building our 

skills and putting together moves in roles. 

Here are some picture of us… 

                  

 

This term in maths we have been learning about shapes and are now 

starting to explore multiplication. 

      

Year 2 

Mrs Walker, Mx Uutton, Miss Harris and the Year 2 Team 



The children are loving our new topic, ‘Shake, Rattle & Roll – Earth-

quakes and Volcanoes,’ so far.  

To launch our topic, the children made vol-

canoes out of tape and plastic cups – we then 

used vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to make 

mini eruptions. Some of the groups made rock 

boulders out of tape to see if they would get 

blasted out of the top in the ‘eruption.’ The chil-

dren were then set the challenge of building an 

earthquake proof structure out of 30 cocktail 

sticks and 30 mini marshmallows. They were then tested under the most 

extreme conditions – by being shaken theatrically whilst sitting on a tray 

of jelly. Incredibly, most of the structures survived, the decorative parts 

however did not. 

 

 

 

 

 

Otter class have been learning about the different movements of 

tectonic plates using Oreo biscuits. They have learnt how and why 

earthquakes occur and how they are measured. They had a go at mak-

ing their own seismographs in the classroom, which as you can imagine 

involved A LOT of table shaking to simulate an earthquake. Fox class 

have been busy swimming in the afternoons, but look forward to learn-

ing about these exciting things in the next couple of weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

In Writing, the children have been learning about the eruption of 

the Hunga Tonga volcano in January 2022 and the subsequent tsunami 

that hit Tonga. They are using this information to become reporters and 

write their own newspaper article. 

We are looking forward to sharing more photos from our Extreme 

Earth topic in the next Fed Times as well as learning from our science 

topic, ‘Sound.’ Here are some photos of Otter class making paper cup 

telephones to identify how sound travels from the source to ears. 

 

 

 

Miss Mandziuk, Miss Murphy and the Year 4 Team 

 

Continued... 



Out of this World! 

In Year 5, we have begun our topic-based learning around Earth and 
Space. So far this term, we have enjoyed a fun day of immersion, where 
each Year 5 class participated in their own Space Race against each oth-
er! We made our own rocket mice and tested our space knowledge be-
fore going head-to-head. Both Owl and Kestrel class worked very hard 
and demonstrated all the LEARN values, but in the end, it was Kestrels 
who rocketed to the moon first, winning the space race.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Writing, we’ve been using our class novel (‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-
Boyce) to inspire and support our first writing journey of the term: a 
playscript. The Year 5 children have loved hearing part of the ‘Cosmic’ 
story each day and find the main character, Liam, very funny! Their play-
scripts are looking very promising – we have some budding playwrights 
in our midst!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 



 
The children in Owl and Kestrel class have also begun Gymnastics this 
term in PE. So far, we’ve learnt about symmetric and asymmetric balanc-
es and a range of rolls (straddle, straight, forwards and backwards). They 
have had a fantastic growth mindset in all their lessons, but this has been 
particularly evident in their PE sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done, for a fantastic start to 2023. We are both very proud teachers! 
 

 

Continued... 

Miss Bone, Mr Carr-Jones and the Year 5 Team 



What a great start to the term. To really immerse the children in our new 
‘Under the Canopy’ theme, we spent the day learning about the captivat-
ing rainforest art of Henri Rousseau. The children made some insightful 
observations and considered what they liked about Rousseau’s work be-
fore carrying out some observational drawing and having a go at recre-
ating their own rainforest flora in the style of Rousseau. 

Some of the shapes and colours were challenging to work with but the 
children showed great perseverance and engagement and the results are 
really impressive. We are working on putting the pieces together as a 
large collaborative piece of artwork to frame our corridor displays which 
will celebrate this term’s learning. 

 

Year 6 

Mr Cainen, Mrs Waterhouse , Mrs Ponsford , Mrs King 

Year 6 Team 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Football News! 

 

Our mixed ‘B’ team competed in a thrilling match against Saltford’s ‘B’ 

team at home on Monday 16th January.  

The final score was 0-0, with Saltford winning 3-2 in penalties. Whilst 

the team members were disappointed with this outcome, their game-

play must be celebrated! The Saltford coaches agreed that Moorlands 

played the better game and that our players were all fantastic! Unfortu-

nately for Moorlands, the Saltford goal keeper was incredibly talented, 

which of course was a huge bonus when the game went to penalties! 

Well done to all the players involved – you did a fantastic job at repre-

senting Moorlands and still managed to impress the opposition despite 

the outcome. 

Thanks so much to Mark Gunning for his continued support. 

 

Miss Bone 

PE Subject Leader 



 


