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Moorlands Curriculum Implementation 

Reading is our curriculum at Moorlands and we are a reading school. Along with the golden threads of inclusion, diversity 

and eco, most of our curriculum is delivered through high quality texts. We know this inspires and engages children. 

Reading is prioritised first and fast so children have the tools to access every other area of the curriculum, and as a 

fundamental life skill. At Moorlands, we are passionate about ensuring all children become confident and enthusiastic 

readers. Reading is at the forefront of our curriculum and is prioritised and celebrated at every opportunity so that 

children read for pleasure. Reading is an essential life skill; it is a vehicle children can use to learn about the world and 

it has positive mental health benefits.  

Our Reading curriculum is centred on high-quality, age appropriate texts 

which engage and challenge our children. Our texts not only cover a 

range of genres and writing styles but have been chosen to celebrate 

diversity and promote inclusion with each year group having specific 

texts for Black History Month, Disability History Month and LGBTQ+ 

History Month for example. We want all the children at Moorlands to 

feel represented so we are constantly hunting for new and diverse 

books to make all children and their families feel included and 

celebrated. 

 

Children at Moorlands learn to read using Read Write Inc. Phonics scheme as our systematic synthetic phonics 

programme to teach phonics from the very first days in EYFS through to small group interventions in Y6.  

This is taught with the help of “Fred the Frog” and 

the programme initially teaches children to learn 

to read the 44 common sounds in the English 

language. From this solid foundation of phonetic 

knowledge, children learn to sound-blend words 

to read. 

 

Please click on the link below to find out information for parents about Read Write Inc. Phonics: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ 

 

At Moorlands as well as children learning to read using phonics; understanding what is being read by exploring new 

vocabulary and analysing a text in reading lessons, we also have daily independent reading time when they read alone 

- this is an opportunity for sustained, silent reading.  An extra-special daily event is during ‘reading for pleasure’ time 

when teachers read to their class for pure pleasure for 10-15minutes every day.  This very special event is never missed 

in a day at Moorlands - it is hugely beneficial and we know all children value this story time as an enriching and enjoyable 

experience, just sharing a great story, picture book or novel with an adult.  



 

 

 

 

Child in Y3 

Our unique curriculum at Moorlands is coherently planned and sequenced to ensure all pupils’ skills and knowledge 

progress each year. The content of all subjects has been rigorously planned to ensure the children engage in lessons 

with clear objectives and precise skills and knowledge for all children to access, learn and consolidate. Evidence- based 

research shows that if we identify the core concepts or big ideas and teach children these, then they are likely to know 

more, remember more and be able to do more, over time. The teaching of concepts is important because they help 

pupils to develop understanding in the long -term memory which in turns helps them to make connections with new 

knowledge and other subjects. Core concepts have been identified from the National Curriculum and any previous 

learning and/or concept is revisited and referred to explicitly by the teaching team throughout the children’s learning 

journey across the school. These concepts are 

mainly taught using high quality texts that link 

with the themes and topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core concepts are the ‘big ideas’ that are important 

to help us to understand and practice our skills over 

and over again in a particular subject like History. 

 

  

“I love it when my teacher reads 

our class novel. It’s the best time of 

the day and we do it every day!” 



Our curriculum is planned with purpose and taught with passion so that children learn more, know more and remember 

more. Every term starts with a WOW day to ignite curiosity in the new term’s learning and theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Throughout the school, each term’s learning will be celebrated and displayed and final pieces of work portray each 

topic’s implementation, progressive journey and learning impact. These can be found on learning walls in classrooms; 

in books, and on displays around school including interviews with the children through pupil voice, videos of their 

experiences and photographs to document their hands-on learning experiences, progress and achievements. 

 

Moorlands was lucky to have a Paralympian visit us to show us her power, endurance and resilience. 

The progress in learning is celebrated at the end of the term with a culmination exit point. This is also seen as an 

opportunity for another hands-on experience and can take the form of an exhibition or museum; a sharing assembly or 

creating a product etc depending on the theme and curriculum drivers. This end process serves to share and celebrate 

their learning. The key learning will then be revisited further over the course of the rest of the year, and future years, 

where core concepts link, to see if the learning has been embedded into long term memory. 

Teachers at Moorlands use diagnostic assessment in core and wider curriculum subjects to help pupils embed and use 

knowledge fluently, or to check understanding and inform teaching.  



Amongst daily assessment for learning and more traditional independent assessment every other term, we also use 

regular retrieval practice, spaced repetitions, interleaving, low stakes quizzes and discussion about the knowledge being 

learnt which are important strategies in helping to secure knowledge in the long-term memory. 

We have a standardisation and moderation calendar so teaching teams can come together to share consistency, best 

practice and progress in learning both within year groups and across the school. 

As a whole-school approach, this consistent implementation, balanced with extraordinary opportunities within 

captivating themes, and hands-on learning will give our children a broad, challenging and aspirational curriculum that 

nurtures their love for learning. 

In practice, at Moorlands we: 

• Set high expectations for all pupils  

This is personalised to every child but can involve setting ambitious targets for specific children; promoting a growth 

mindset and building skills such as problem solving, independence and metacognition depending on their need. 

• Remove barriers to allow pupils to achieve those expectations  

This is also personalised to the individual through a graduated response including through accessible resources, 

scaffolding and reasonable adjustments. The curriculum, teaching and learning is adapted to promote wellbeing and 

success for all children. As a non-negotiable we support children to feel happy and safe before they can access any 

learning. Please see our Relational Policy in conjunction with our SEND Policy for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

These 8 Inclusion Promises are made by the staff and at 

Moorlands we believe that these promises are best 

practice for all children. They are displayed around the 

school and shared with the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


