
9th FEBRUARY 2023 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I can hardly believe that we are here at 
the end of the first half term. It is lovely 
that the mornings are getting that little 
bit lighter and around the school 
grounds we are beginning to see the 
green shoots of Spring. 

 

Here at school, we have been focusing 
on our metacognitive learning disposi-
tions linked to our LEARN values both 
in class and through our assemblies. 
Metacognition describes the processes 
involved when pupils plan, monitor, 
evaluate and make changes to their 
own learning behaviours. We 
have eight metacognitive dispositions aimed at helping us to think about 
how we can use our strengths to our advantage: 

 

Concentrate (Lead by Example) 

Be curious (Engage and enjoy) 

Enjoy learning (Engage and enjoy) 

Use your imagination (Engage and enjoy) 

Keep improving (Achieve your best) 

Be co-operative (Respect everyone) 

Have a go and (Never Give up) 

Don't give up. (Never Give up) 

 

                                

 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

 

Feb  

10 End of Term 3 

20 INSET DAY—school closed to 

pupils 

21 Start of Term 4 

21 PTA Uniform Shop open 8.40-

9am Junior site 

Mar  

1 Football match OPJS . Girls B v 

Moorlands B team. 3:30-4:30 

7-14 Book Fair 

24 Litter pick. 3:15pm– Meet at 

play pod. Everyone welcome 



 

This term we have focused on 'Keep Improving' and 'Don't give up!' 
When we come back in Term 4 we will be focusing on 'Concentrate' 
and 'Enjoy Learning'. 

 

Have a wonderful half term and I look forward to seeing you all back 
on Tuesday 21st February 2023. 

 
 

Kind regards,  
  

Louisa Sellars  

Executive Headteacher  

  

 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE PERCENTAGES TO  DATE: 

Infants 94.3%    

                                                                         

 Juniors 93.5% 

National Average 93.8% 

It is our priority to improve even further, as lost time in school has a 

major impact on children’s learning.  



 

 

 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, please be considerate of the local residents and 

ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag lines or on the pavement. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

• on the infant and junior driveways 

• in the First Steps nursery car park 

• in Baskervilles car park. 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the office absence line only: 01225 421912,  

Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. You may drop off between 8:35am 

and 8:45am.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Important reminder: please do not use 

mobile phones whilst on school site. 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

Thank you. 

Please can we remind parents of Junior children to provide a 

healthy snack for breaktime ie fruit (no kiwis or anything 

containing nuts).  We are seeing an increasing amount of 

crisps and chocolate bars being brought to school.  Not only 

is this not the healthiest of options but is causing a  

significant problem with litter in our school grounds. 

Thank you. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF  

UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY NAMED SO THAT 

 THEY CAN BE RETURNED. 

 HEALTHY SNACKS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

• Providing additional support in class 

• Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

• Paying for musical instrument tuition 

• To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

•  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

• Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

• Income support 

• Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

• Income-related employment and support allowance 

• Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

• Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

• Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


 

This term, we have been busy getting “Lost in Nature”. We have learnt 
about the differences and similarities between animals, the structures 
and classifications as well as the features of both animals and humans. 
We have been inspired by various artists who make sculpture out of-
nature and paper. We have created our own Pangea and made bird 
feeders.  In English we have learned about instructions . 

Year 1  

Ms Pearson, Mrs Bell-Auge, Miss Shopland and the  

Y1 Team 



     

We have had the pleasure of having Mrs Blackman teaching us dance 
this term.  She has been helping us to build up a sequence of move-
ments using care and coordination as well as rhythm along a rainforest 
theme.  Children were in character as animals and trees to act out a rou-
tine. 

              

 

 

Year 2 

Mrs Walker, Mx Utton, Miss Harris and the Year 2 Team 



 

The Year 3s had the opportunity to read our published 'Emperor's New 

Clothes' books to the Y2 Squirrel class. The children really worked so hard on 

these and it was lovely seeing how proud they were to share these with the 

Y2s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Fairweather, Miss Robberts and the Year 2 &3 Team 

 

Year 3 Reading 



As part of our DT topic this term, and linked to learning about Chi-
na, we researched Chinese food. Our DT project was to research, make 
and evaluate a traditional spring roll. We learnt different ways of cut-
ting, safe ways of peeling and grating and techniques for rolling the 
perfect spring roll. After assembling our spring rolls, we then had to use 
our senses to evaluate what it looked, smelt, felt and tasted like. The 
children were fully engaged and enjoyed the process from start to fin-
ish, especially the tasting! This project was especially successful because 
of the great team work the children displayed. 

 

 

 

Mrs Fairweather, Miss Robberts and the Year 3 Team 

 

Year 3 DT 



 

We are very sad to be saying goodbye to our ‘Extreme Earth’ topic. The 

children have loved finding out about volcanoes and earthquakes. A 

particular highlight was learning about and practicing the safety drills 

for how to act in an earthquake, the children will now drop to the floor 

and hide under their desks at any call of “Drop, Cover, Hold.” 

The children have shown great empathy through this topic too, espe-

cially in their discussions about the eruption of Vesuvius in 79AD and 

Hunga Tonga in 2021, and the Chilean earthquake of 2015, Christchurch 

in 2012 and Turkey & Syria just a couple of days ago. The children 

showed great thought and compassion when faced with the dilemma of 

a rescue worker. They all gave balanced reasons as to why they would 

or would not live in an earthquake zone or near a volcano.  

We also enjoyed a day out at the Somerset Earth Science Centre. The 

children got to visit a working quarry, become geologists by carrying 

out rock investigations and make erupting 3D volcanoes. This quarry is 

on the site of an extinct volcano. The children were able to see and 

touch a piece of volcanic rock that was 425 million years old. We had 

such an amazing day out, the children again demonstrated how much 

they have learnt and enjoyed this topic. 

 

“Drop! Cover! Hold!” 

 

Year 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Mandziuk, Miss Murphy and the Year 4 Team 

 

Continued... 



Earth and Space and Local History! 
 

On Wednesday 8th February, the Year 5 classes walked to the Herschel 
Museum to end this term’s topic of Earth and Space. The Herschel Muse-
um is the house that William and Caroline Herschel lived in, and where 
William discovered Uranus through his home-made telescope! It was fas-
cinating to learn so much about the hard-working Herschel family and 
see replicas of William’s 7-foot telescope and models of his 40-foot one!  
 
We had a chance to look around the museum. This gave the children an 
amazing opportunity to show off all their knowledge! We can’t take full 
credit for this fantastic knowledge; the children researched a planet of 
their choice for a non-chronological report and retained an incredible 
amount of information! They museum staff said they’ve never had a 
school group attend who knew more than than them. Some of the ques-
tions the children asked were very thought-provoking – we could do 
Earth and Space all year and still have so many unanswered questions! 
 
We also completed a workshop where we used long strips of paper to 
create a pocket solar system. This allowed us to see how far away the 
planets are from each other (on a much smaller scale, of course!).  
 
We were so proud of how the children behaved and represented Moor-
lands. It was such a lovely way to end our topic and we hope the children 
enjoyed it as much as we did.  

  
 

Miss Bone, Mr Carr-Jones and the Year 5 Team 

 
 

Year 5 



 
 

 
This term, the EYFS and Year 5 teams decided that we would do a session 
of buddy reading every other week. This means that the Year 5 children 
are lucky enough to get partnered with a child in EYFS! The Year 5 chil-
dren listen to EYFS children read and then complete their reading rec-
ords. It is wonderful to see all the children demonstrating our LEARN val-
ues and working so well together. We have such a kind and caring group 
of children at Moorlands!  
Year 5 have told us that buddy reading is the highlight of their week and 
it’s one of the adults’ highlights too! 
 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EYFS and Year 5 Reading Buddies 

The EYFS and the Year 5 Team 



If you need to know a great Amazon Rainforest fact – ask a Year 6 child! 
Following our stupendous paintings in the style of Henri Rousseau, we 
have enjoyed the classic book ‘Journey to the River Sea’. This has in-
spired our Amazon adventure stories, persuasive holiday brochures and 
free-verse poetry to future generations.  In geography, we have explored 
why the Amazon Rainforest is so important, the impact of humans and 
how we can protect it in the future.  We enjoyed celebrating our learning 
with the school and our parents. 

In science, we explored light: how it travels, how we see things, why 
shadows change size and most excitingly, we made our own periscopes! 
Lots of co-operation and resilience were needed to ensure the peri-
scopes worked! 

Year 6 

Mr Cainen, Mrs Waterhouse , Mrs Ponsford , Mrs King  & 

the Year 6 Team 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Football Finals!  
 

Our girls’ team travelled to Strode College for the County Football Fi-
nals a few weeks ago. It was a chilly day and the anticipation was palpa-
ble! The children were nervous but feeling positive and in high spirits. 
The team played schools from all over the South West and the specta-
tors witnessed some fantastic football being played! We had some in-
credible goals scored and some brilliant saves! Our team were very kind, 
respectful and were fantastic representatives for Moorlands.  
 
After the 4 rounds the team played, it was time to find out if we made it 
to the semi-final. We found that our point total was 7, which was the 
same as another team in our pool. After a nervous wait, we found out 
that the other team had made it to the semi-finals on goal difference – 
they’d scored 3 more than us! We were of course disappointed, but the 
team knew they could walk away with their heads held high having 
played the best they could. We all had such good fun and the team 
were rightly proud of being the first Moorlands girls’ team to get to the 
county finals.  
 
Huge thanks to all the family members who came to support and to 
Esme and Keira’s Dads for providing tactical advice to the team 
throughout the day. 
 

Miss Bone, PE Lead 

 

Football News! 



 


