
9th MARCH 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

  

We have had a busy start to our 
Term 4 with a two-day Ofsted in-
spection in our Junior School on 
28th February and 1st March . Of 
course, we will let you know as 
soon as the report is published and 
we all wait in anticipation for our 
next inspection which will be in  our 
Infant School. Watch this space! 

 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to say a huge thank-you to all of 
the staff team, the pupils and the 
parents/carers for helping us make 
Moorlands the wonderful school it 
is. 

  

With all kinds of weather being 
thrown our way this week, we hope 
everyone enjoyed the gorgeous 
snow we had on Wednesday. It is 
never an easy decision to close the 
school but following a thorough 
risk assessment of the site and the 
staffing unfortunately it was 
deemed to be unsafe which meant 
we were forced to close school for 
the day. Another huge thank-you 
from me to all those involved both on site and off, including our Chair of 
Governors (Jo Reeves), for ensuring a thorough assessment took place 
and for communicating our decision in such a timely manner. 

Moorlands Schools Federation 

Space to Grow for any Tomorrow 

 

Mar  

7-14 Book Fair 

14 Year 2 Wild Place Project 

school trip 

17 Comic Relief 

20 PTA meeting online 

21 Year 3 Primary Music Festival 

at Roper Rhodes theatre, 

Hayesfield. 

24 Litter pick. 3:15pm– Meet at 

play pod. Everyone welcome 

27 PTA Spring Bake-Off 

27 The Dance Umbrella at The 

Forum 6:30-8:00pm 

31 End of Term 

Apr  

17 First Day of Term 5 

 



 

 
 

 

 INFANTS JUNIORS NATIONAL AVERAGE 

Attendance         

percentage 

94.3% 93.8% 92.4% 

Persistent            

Absence          

percentage 

18.8% 13.5% 19.2% 

DfE guidance states that pupils are identified as persistently absent if 
they miss 10% or more of their possible sessions. Our persistent ab-
sence levels are shown here against the national average: 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 
Kind regards,  
  

Louisa Sellars  

Executive Headteacher  

  



 

 

 

Parking and Keeping Children Safe 

If you have to use a car to get to school, please be considerate of the local residents and 

ensure that you park legally and safely. 

Please do not park on any yellow zig zag lines or on the pavement. 

Additionally, we ask that you do not park: 

• on the infant and junior driveways 

• in the First Steps nursery car park 

• in Baskervilles car park. 

Absence and Punctuality 

Please report absence by phone using the office absence line only: 01225 421912,  

Option 1. Please do not use Class Dojo to communicate absence. 

Please ensure that your child is on time for school. You may drop off between 8:35am 

and 8:45am.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Important reminder: please do not use 

mobile phones whilst on school site. 

Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. 

Thank you. 

Please can we remind parents of Junior children to provide a 

healthy snack for breaktime ie fruit (no kiwis or anything 

containing nuts).  We are seeing an increasing amount of 

crisps and chocolate bars being brought to school.  Not only 

is this not the healthiest of options but is causing a  

significant problem with litter in our school grounds. 

Thank you. 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ITEMS OF  

UNIFORM ARE CLEARLY NAMED SO THAT 

 THEY CAN BE RETURNED. 

 HEALTHY SNACKS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Have you heard of Pupil Premium Funding? 

Many children from families who receive certain benefits are entitled to a sum of money,  

called the Pupil Premium, paid to school to help to support their learning and provide  

them with some fantastic additional opportunities. 

Schools can choose how to spend the Pupil Premium but at Moorlands we use it to  

enhance education in a number of ways. These may include: 

• Providing additional support in class 

• Contributing to the cost of educational visits 

• Paying for musical instrument tuition 

• To give the children extra opportunities such as additional trips.  

•  

All children who currently qualify for free school meals based on their family  

circumstances are entitled to pupil premium. This applies if you receive any  

of the following benefits: 

• Universal credit (provided you have a net income of £7400 or less) 

• Income support 

• Income-based jobseekers’ allowance 

• Income-related employment and support allowance 

• Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of state pension credit 

• Child tax credit, provided that you are not also entitled to working tax credit and have an annual 

gross income of £16,190 or less 

• Children who are or have been in care, and children who have a parent who is or was in the armed 

forces, are also entitled to pupil premium.  

While all children in the infant school receive universal free school meals, this is different from qualify-

ing for free school meals. Only children whose families meet the criteria above and who apply for Free 

School Meals will be able to benefit from Pupil Premium funding. 

 

If you think your child might be eligible for Pupil Premium Funding, please 

contact the school office (01225 421912 or office@moorlands-school.com )  

 

mailto:office@moorlands-school.com


 

This term, we have had a fantastic few weeks to start off our space trav-
el topic. We have looked at the history of the spacesuit, designed our 
very own spacesuit and learnt about the life of an astronaut. We had a 
wonderful opportunity to experience the space dome. We have con-
ducted many experiments in science and maths. In addition to this, we 
have learnt about the festival of light (Diwali) and created diva lamps. 
We look forward to showing these diva lamps to Ladybirds and Bum-
blebees.  

Year 1  

Ms Pearson, Mrs Bell-Auge, Miss Shopland and the  

Y1 Team 



 This term in year 2, we have been exploring different habitats and find-

ing out about the animals that live there, from the bugs that live in our 

own school grounds to the mighty lions of the African Savannah!  

                                      

Last week was a very exciting week for us. We had a visit from Luke, who 

taught us all about traditional Indian music, especially drums – linking 

back to our learning about India last term. We all got to have a go at the 

drums as well as learning some Bollywood dance moves!  

                             

As if that wasn’t exciting enough, it was also World Book Day! We had a 

fantastic time doing all sorts of book-related activities – and lots and lots 

of reading!    

 

Year 2 

Mrs Walker, Mx Utton, Miss Harris and the Year 2 Team 



World Book Day is celebrated every March in over 100 countries. The 

mission of World Book Day is to promote reading for pleasure, offering 

every child the opportunity to have a book of their own. Reading for 

pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child ’s future success – 

more than their family circumstances, their parents ’ educational 

background or their income.  

At Moorlands, every child took home a £1 book voucher as well as 

a free book donated by Harry from Oldfield Park Bookshop. We are 

massively grateful to Harry for giving this additional gift to all our 

children. 

 

Before World Book Day, we asked the children how they wanted to cele-

brate books and reading. Without doubt, the most popular response 

was gathering to read together. As a result, we held a Junior Big Read 

and an Infant Big Read on Thursday so that we could all just enjoy read-

ing together. 

World Book Day 



     

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming soon: the children have also made book character wooden 
spoons. Photos of these to be shared soon. 

Book Fair 

At Moorlands, we celebrate books and reading for pleasure every day. 

But World Book Day gives us an extra special opportunity to do this and 

it really was a wonderful day. Such a happy and peaceful atmosphere 

around the school.  

This week, the children have also visited the Book Fair allowing for our 
‘book month’ to continue. Thank you to everyone who has visited our 
Book Fair so far and purchased books. Every purchased book gets us re-
wards to spend on books for school. Your last chance to buy books is on 
Monday 13th March in the Junior Hall between 3:15 and 3:45. We hope to 
deliver any sold-out books by Friday 17th, thank you for bearing with us. 

Continued.. 

Miss Mandziuk- Reading Subject Lead 

Each class also made a piece of collaborate art work 
inspired by their favourite book they’ve read so far 
this year. Here are some of the finished pieces: 



This term our focus is Science and our top-

ic is: 

MAGNETS AND FORCES 

     

 

 

 

We immersed ourselves into our topic by having a WOW afternoon full 

of magnetic fun! From magnetic alphabet letters and numbers, magnetic 

blocks, large magnets and super small magnets, we went around our class-

rooms creating and exploring which objects were magnetic. We were really 

surprised at the objects we found that were magnets and the objects that we 

thought were magnetic but in fact weren’t. We have also been carrying out 

experimental work on predicting the magnetism of everyday objects. These 

included a spade, sellotape holder, litter picker, watering can, scissors, ruler 

and chair leg. We found out quickly that our predictions had been a lot harder 

in some objects that we had predicted were magnetic as they looked like met-

al, while some objects that we predicted weren’t magnet, actually had some 

magnetic parts  

 

 

 

Mrs Fairweather, Miss Robberts and the Year 3 Team 

Year 3  



This term in Year 4, we are focusing on Science and the theme ‘Animals 

including Humans.’ 

For our WOW day, we concentrated on teeth. We tried different types of 

food to identify the function of our different teeth. We then made mod-

els of teeth out of clay. 

 

  

 

We have also started an investigation to dis-

cover the effect of different liquids on teeth. 

We are using eggs as a teeth substitute and 

have left them submerged in water, orange 

juice and coca cola. We predicted that the 

egg in the coke would be most affected be-

cause we know that coke contains a lot of 

sugar. We will then use what we have found 

out to make a poster telling people how they 

should care for their teeth. 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 

 



On Monday this week, we were visited by the Explorer Dome. We 

went on a journey through the digestive system from top to bottom. 

With the help of some volunteers, we simulated what happens within a 

stomach including using dry ice to show what enzymes do to the food 

in there, and what happens in the small and large intestines. The chil-

dren loved this experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still to come this term, we will be learning about food chains and 

food webs. We will also be learning more about the digestive process. 

A very revolting investigating coming next week. 

We are also learning about musical theatre dance in P.E., creating 

HTML code in Computing, learning about Habitats in French and thea-

tre music (musicals, opera and ballet) in Music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Mandziuk, Miss Murphy and the Year 4 Team 

 

Continued... 



Year 6 

Mr Cainen, Mrs Waterhouse , Mrs Ponsford , Mrs King 

Year 6 Team 

In Year 6, Term 4 got off to an exciting start with an electricity WOW 
day. We explored making circuits, then investigated which materials 
were conductors and which were insulators (we even experimented 
with a potato as a power source!). We discussed how this knowledge 
could help scientists and engineers. During these investigations we 
had to think strategically and work co-operatively. 
 
World Book Day was a great success as we enjoyed a free book from 
Harry at the Moorland Road Bookshop, a Big Read in the hall with 
our friends and many other book related activities. 
 
What a lovely way to start the term! 



 
Another HUGE Success for the ‘All Star’ Girls Team!!  

 

                 
 

                                          
    
Bristol City. Bristol Rovers. Swindon Town. Forest Green Rovers. Cardiff 
City. These were just some of the giants of football in the West Country 
and Wales who were represented at the Y5&6 girls “Primary Stars” tour-
nament organised by the Premier League and held in Bristol on 27th 
February. So too were the mighty Bath City, and who should be repre-
senting them but Moorlands! 
  
Yes, the brilliant girl’s ‘A’ team were chosen to play in the Romans' col-
ours, having been crowned champions of BANES before Christmas. And 
so, it was that our girls took to the pitch, with a trip to Leeds - for the 
national finals - at stake. 
  
 

Football News! 



 
 
After a difficult start against Bristol City, the girls rallied and proceeded 
to win 4 of their remaining 5 group matches, with some excellent de-
fending from Bella, Lucy and Georgia (and goalkeeping from Milly) and 
great goals from Josie, Kiera, Jess and Esme. Bath City finished top of 
their group and so qualified for the semi-finals! There, they met a very 
skilful and powerful Plymouth Argyle side, who won 2-1, but the girls 
bounced back in true Moorlands style to beat Cheltenham Town 1-0 in 
the 3rd/4th play-off. Overall, our girls came third – a HUGE achievement! 
  
Many congratulations to the girls for their determination, fair play and 
great skill. They really demonstrated the Moorlands LEARN values: a visi-
tor from the Bath City FC Foundation even remarked on how well the 
girls conducted themselves and kept going right to the end. They also 
wrote a wonderful tweet about the team, which we’ve pictured here. Well 
done, girls!  
  
Finally, many thanks to Michael and Brendan for coaching the girls so 
well on the day, and to Sam from Bath City Foundation for his support. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Continued... 

Emily Bone 

PE Subject Leader 

Football News! 





 


